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Introduction

F. M. Mazzolani
Chairman of COST C26 Action

This volume collects the Proceedings of the Work-
shop held on 30-31 March in Prague. It represents
the first deliverable of the COST C26 Action, the
new international project recently sponsored by the
European Commission dealing with “Urban Habitat
Constructions under Catastrophic Events”. This pro-
ject started in June 2006 and will end in 2010.

The main objective of the project is to increase
the knowledge on the behaviour of constructions lo-
cated in urban habitat and subjected to both natural
and/or man-made catastrophic events. They are
earthquakes, fire, wind storms, heavy snow loading,
gas explosions, accidental impact from projectiles or
vehicles out of control and occasionally due to bomb
blasts during terrorist attacks. The main scope is to
characterise the performance of structures under
such loading conditions and therefore to evaluate the
consequences of a catastrophic event occurring in
a given region, with regard to life safety, economic
losses due to direct damage as well as indirect social
costs related to loss of use of a facility or a class of
facilities. In this view, it has been planned to define
suitable tools for predicting the ultimate response of
constructions under extreme conditions, which occur
when both the loading and the structural resistance
are combined in such a way to reduce the safety
level below acceptable values. In addition, the
preparation of ad-hoc guidelines for the damage
prevention as well as for the repairing of construc-
tions hit by the above situations is planned.

Twenty European Countries are until now par-
ticipating to this project (Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy,
Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Netherlands, Poland,

Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, United Kingdom), which make optimal use
of their existing and currently developing knowledge
in this field, by also functioning as a source of valu-
able information to National and International Stan-
dards organisations.

The whole activity is developed by four Working
Groups: WG on fire resistance, chairman F. Wald;
WG2 on
D. Dubina; WG3 on impact and explosion resis-

earthquake  resistance,  chairman
tance, chairman M. Byfield; WG4 on resistance to
infrequent actions, chairman M. Faber. They organ-
ized four separate Sessions during the Workshop,
which are characterized by a common format com-
posed by Keynote lectures by invited experts and
papers from the WG membership.

In this context, at the end of the first year of ac-
tivity, the Workshop provides a suitable forum to
share among all the WGs members the acquired
knowledge about every specific catastrophic event
and to inform each other about the state of work re-
garding the in-progress set up of methodologies for
facing and assessing all the concerned issues. The
publication of the proceedings has therefore the aim
to allow the spreading of the ongoing activity, for
making aware the scientific and professional com-
munities on these subjects and stimulating more re-
search on these topics. At the same time this volume
represents a useful milestone to build the future ac-
tivity of the Cost C26 Action.

The final edition and layout of this Proceedings
was completed by J. Chlouba and M. Strejéek at
Czech Technical University in Prague in February-
March 2007.
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State of art of structural fire design

F. Wald
Czech Technical University in Prague, Czech Republic

ABSTRACT: The paper summarizes the knowledge in the field of behaviour of structures under fire action.
The emphasis of this paper is to present the background for studying structural integrity under extreme fire
conditions. Structural integrity is the major goal of designers to ensure sufficient resistance of the structure
under accidental actions and to enhance structural safety under extreme conditions. Structural integrity can
only be achieved by robustness of structural elements and joints, which requires balanced stiffness, strength
and ductility between structural members, connections and supports.

1 INTRODUCTION

Existing recommendations, models and regulations
about structural safety are mostly aimed at ensuring
an adequate level of safety for constructions under
normal loading conditions. The overall structural
safety is dealt by assuming an increase in the multi-
pliers of service loads up to reach the collapse val-
ues. This approach has led to a satisfying degree of
accuracy in the prediction of safety margins under
serviceability load conditions. A greater accuracy in
the evaluation of structural safety is possible when a
probabilistic or semi-probabilistic approach is fol-
lowed in the determination of both actions and struc-
tural resistance. In this way it is possible to achieve a
good response of structures subjected to random ac-
tions. These approaches form the basis of most re-
cent developments in the field of regulations and are
part of almost all relevant structural codes, including
of course the Eurocodes, where specific allowance
for accidental loading conditions is made.

For member states of the European Union, safety
requirements in case of fire are based on the Con-
struction Products Directive, Council Directive
89/106/EEC, from 21.12. 1988. The Directive shall
be applied to construction products as the essential
requirement in respect of construction works. In An-
nex I of the Directive, the essential requirements are
summarised for Mechanical resistance and stability
in the first paragraph and for fire safety in the sec-
ond one. The construction works must be designed
and built in such a way that in the event of an out-
break of fire: the load-bearing capacity of the con-
struction can be assumed for a specific period of
time; the generation and spread of fire and smoke

within the works are limited; the spread of the fire to
neighbouring construction works is limited; occu-
pants can leave the works or be rescued by other
means; the safety of rescue teams is taken into con-
sideration. The load-bearing capacity of the con-
struction may be modelled on the principles summa-
rised in the various fire parts of structural
Eurocodes.

2 FIRE DESIGN

2.1 Fire resistance

Fire resistance is commonly used to characterize the
performance of elements of structure in fire. In this
regard, fire resistance may be defined as the time for
which elements of a structure satisfactorily perform
their required functions under specified fire condi-
tions. These functions may include the ability: not to
collapse, to limit the spread of fire, to support other
elements. All materials progressively lose their abil-
ity to support a load when they are heated. If com-
ponents of a structure are heated sufficiently, they
may collapse. The consequences of such a collapse
may vary, depending on how critical the component
is in controlling the overall behaviour of the struc-
ture. In order to limit the threat that a fire poses to
people in a building and to reduce the amount of
damage that a fire may inflict, large buildings are
divided up into smaller fire compartments using fire
resisting walls and floors. Parts of a fire compart-
ment may be divided up by fire resisting construc-
tion to protect particular hazard within them. The
performance of fire separating elements may rely
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heavily on the ability of the structure that supports
them to continue to provide that support under fire
conditions (Buchanan, 2000). The criticality is the
degree to which the collapse of an individual struc-
tural element affects the performance of the structure
as a whole. All main components of a structure are
generally expected to exhibit fire resistance propor-
tionate to the nature of the perceived risk. The nature
of the risk is usually assessed on the basis of the size
and proposed use of the building in which the struc-
tural element occurs, which is an important part of a
fire safety risk analysis.

The definition of fire resistance is the ability of
construction or its element to satisfy for a stated pe-
riod of time load bearing capacity, integrity and in-
sulation (separately or combined). As a consequence
of European harmonization, fire resistance is in-
creasingly being expressed in terms of R, £ and 1,
where R means the resistance to collapse, i.e. the
ability to maintain load-bearing capacity; E is the re-
sistance to fire penetration, i.e. the ability to main-
tain the fire integrity of the element against the pene-
tration of flames and hot gases; and [ is the
resistance to the transfer of excessive heat, i.e. the
ability to provide insulation to limit excessive tem-
perature rises.

The term elements of structure is used in fire en-
gineering to mean main structural elements such as
structural frames, floors and walls. Compartment
walls are treated as elements of structure although
they are not necessarily load-bearing. External walls
such as curtain walls or other forms of cladding that
transmit only self weight and wind loads, and that do
not transmit floor loads, are not regarded as load
bearing, although such walls may need fire resis-
tance to satisfy other requirements in connection
with a need to restrict fire spread between buildings.
Load bearing elements may or may not have a fire-
separating function. Fire-separating elements may or
may not be load bearing.

2.2 Fire design

The design for fire safety have traditionally followed
prescriptive rules and may now apply performance
based (or fire engineering) approaches, examples of
which are given in the various structural fire stan-
dards (in Eurocodes in documents EN 1990: 2002
and 1991-1-x:2005). A fire engineering approach
takes into account fire safety in its entirety and pro-
vides a more fundamental and economical solution
than the prescriptive approaches. Within the frame-
work of fire engineering approach, designing a
structure involves four stages. The first stage is to
model the fire scenario to determine the heat re-
leased from the fire and the resulting atmospheric
temperatures within the building. The second stage
is to model the heat transfer between the atmosphere

12

and the structure. Heat transfer involves conduction,
convection and radiation which all contribute to the
rise in temperature of the structural materials during
the fire event. The third stage evaluates the me-
chanical loading under fire conditions, which differs
from the maximum mechanical loading for ambient
temperature design (due to reduced partial safety
factors for mechanical loading under fire). The
fourth stage is the determination of the response of
the structure at elevated temperature.

The design recommendations in codes contain
simple checks, which provide an economic and ac-
cessible method for the majority of buildings. For
complex problems, considerable progress has been
made in recent years in understanding how struc-
tures behave when heated in fires and in developing
mathematical techniques to model this behaviour. It
is possible to predict the behaviour of certain types
of structure with a reasonable degree of accuracy.
The most common form of analysis is the finite ele-
ment method. It may predict thermal and structural
performance. In fire, the behaviour of a structure is
more complex than at ambient temperatures.
Changes in the material properties and thermal
movements cause the structural behaviour to become
non-linear and inelastic.

2.3 Fire modelling

In the standard fire resistance tests the gas tempera-
ture is increased to follow a predefined
time/temperature curve, called according to Euro-
codes the standard nominal fire curve or earlier ISO
834 fire curve. This heating regime is very different
from that occurring in real fires. The maximum tem-
perature attained in a real fire and the rate at which
temperatures increase depend on a number of factors
related to the fuel available, the geometric and ther-
mal properties of the compartment and the availabil-
ity of openings through which oxygen can be sup-
plied to the fire. Techniques have been developed to
mathematically describe a natural fire. The analysis
determines the rate at which heat is released from
the available fuel, see (Schleich at al, 1999). This is
a function of the amount of ventilation available and
the density and distribution of the fuel itself. Heal
loss from the compartment via convection and radia-
tion from the openings, and conduction through the
other solid boundaries is calculated before the result-
ing atmospheric temperatures may be determined.
Fire models of various degrees of sophistication
may be used to obtain a design fire scenario. At the
simplistic level, periods of standard fire resistance
are specified in regulations. The next level up is to
attempt to relate the damaging effect of a real fire to
the standard fire by using the time-equivalent ap-
proach. Ideally, the equivalent time should be based
on comparing the performance of an element in a



natural fire with the known performance of the same
element in a fire resistance test. The time equiva-
lency approach is attractive to fire investigators and
fire engineers because this allows them to relate the
complex behaviour of a real fire to the standard fire
resistance, which is a well understood concept. An
equivalent time equation is given in Eurocode 1 Part
1.1 which expresses the equivalent time as a func-
tion of the fire load, ventilation and thermal charac-
teristics of the enclosure.

A more rational (yet still relatively simple) ap-
proach for a post-flashover real fire is to assume uni-
form temperature within the fire enclosure and to
specify the uniform fire temperature — time relation-
ship. Eurocode 1 Part 1.1 refer to them as parametric
fire curves and provides equations to calculate these
curves using the three aforementioned parameters,
which is based on the pioneering research work of
Pettersson, see (Pettersson et al, 1997). At the other
end of complexity of fire modelling, computational
fluid dynamics modelling may be used, see (Drys-
dale, 1999).

2.4 Structural response

Structural response and its modelling under fire
condition depend on the applied structural materials
as well as the extent of the modelled structure which
may be the whole structure or its parts or individual
elements. Standard fire resistance tests can only pro-
vide limited guidance. As far as different materials
are concerned, aluminium and steel transfer heat
rapidly. Timber, masonry, concrete and lightweight
concrete have better insulation properties, see (Fran-
gi & Fontana, 2000 and Cooke, 2004). The added
insulation may be economical for aluminium, steel
and timber structures. The simplified design models
in codes such as Eurocodes are mostly based on de-
sign check equations for ambient temperature de-
sign, see (Franssen et al, 1995). On the other hand,
more advanced models of global analysis using fi-
nite element method may be used to deal with struc-
tural interactions between different structural mem-
bers and connections as well as structural behaviour
at large deformations.

3 STATE OF ART

3.1 New studies

New design methods are now being used in practice
to increase safety of steel structures under fire condi-
tions. Such new design methods have been devel-
oped based on recent new research studies of mate-
rial properties at elevated temperatures, analysis of
simple elements and joints and complex structures,
and modelling of realistic fires, see (Wald et al,
2000). The following sections will present recent

progresses in the following three areas that the au-
thor has made the opportunity to contribute: com-
posite slab behaviour, the modelling of aluminium
structures and the component model for the behav-
iour of steel joints in case of fire.

Figure 1. Compartment after the seventh large Cardington test,
see (Wald et al, 2006), the slab residual deformation 915 mm.

3.2 Floor slabs in fire

Modern steel framed multi-storey buildings com-
monly use composite steel deck floors. These floors
consist of a profiled steel deck with a concrete top-
ping. Included within the concrete is some light re-
inforcement. Indentations in the deck enable the
deck and concrete to act together as a composite
slab. The reinforcement is included to control
cracking, to resist longitudinal shear and, in the case
of fire, to act as tensile reinforcement. It is common
to extend the composite action to the supporting
beams. Shear studs are welded through the deck
onto the top flange of the beam to develop compos-
ite action between the beam and concrete slab. The
resulting, two-way-acting, composite floor is struc-
turally efficient and economic to construct.

The Building Research Establishment has devel-
oped a simple structural model (Newmanm et al,
2000) that combines the residual strength of the steel
composite beams with the slab strength calculated
using a combined yield line and membrane action
model. The slab model is based on catenary action
of the slab and the resistance of the unprotected
composite beam, see (Bailey & Moore, 2000). The
model was applied to the concrete slabs as well. The
critical parts of the model are the ductility of the
mesh and the assumption of the supported bounda-
ries of the slab. The model has been calibrated
against the Cardington fire tests, see Figure 1, and
other test results on slabs. Fire tests undertaken in
recent years on the eight-storey steel framed build-
ing at BRE’s Cardington Laboratory have demon-
strated the inherent fire resistance of composite
flooring systems. This improved performance is the
result of membrane action developing in the lightly
reinforced concrete slab enabling it to bridge over its
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fire damaged supporting steel beams and safely
carry the applied load to the columns.

However, none of the floors tested at Cardington
failed and without data on the mode of failure nei-
ther the capacity of the composite floor slabs nor
the margins of safety associated with the design
methods can be established, see (Lennon, 1997).
E.g. During the sevenths Cardington test the applied
load was 6,1 kNm™ and the predicted resistance by
catenary action 4,1 kNm'z, but collapse was not
reached, see (Wald et al, 2006). Therefore a com-
partment fire test on the steel framed building with
sufficient applied load allows the actual mode of
failure to be determined so as to evaluate the accu-
racy of existing design guidance.

3.3 Aluminium structures

Traditionally, the behaviour of aluminium alloy in
fire is thought to be a critical task for the structural
design team, see (Maljaars et al, 2006). This is due
to the rapid decrease of material resistance at ele-
vated temperatures, when compared to other tradi-
tional materials like steel and reinforced concrete. In
particular, aluminium alloys melt between 600 and
650 °C, the exact value being dependent on the type
of alloy under consideration, and at 200 - 250 °C,
most of the alloys have already lost approximately
50 % of their original strength at room temperature.
For this reason, when aluminium structural elements
are required to achieve fire resistance, the adoption
of reliable prediction models is essential, allowing
accurate design calculations and safety assessment
to be carried out, see (Langhelle & Amdahl, 2001).
The features of aluminium alloys change under ex-
posure to high temperatures. Relevant values of both
physical and mechanical properties are given in the
Proposal of European standard prEN 1999-1-2:
2005. Similar to steel structures, the proposed Euro-
code for aluminium allows the temperature distribu-
tion in the cross-section to be determined by thermal
analysis and the bearing capacity of the structure at
elevated temperature to be evaluated by means of
structural analysis. In general, it has to be empha-
sised that almost all the material properties are de-
pendent on the type of alloy, but common features
may be identified, allowing general trends to be rec-
ognised.

The main parameters for characterising the me-
chanical behaviour of aluminium alloys in the elastic
range are Young’s modulus £ and 0,2 % proof
strength fy,, the latter being used as conventional
elastic limit of the material. The former is practically
independent of the adopted alloy, while the latter is
related to the type of alloy under consideration. In
Figure 2, values suggested by Eurocode 9 (prEN
1993-1-2:2004) for typical aluminium alloys and
tempering at elevated temperatures are depicted. It
can be observed that there are remarkable variations
in the conventional elastic limit as a function of tem-
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perature fj, ¢ due to type of alloy and tempering. For
instance, the relative strength values at 200 °C are
91 % and 43 % for 5086-H112 and 7075-T6 alloy,
respectively. The values are taken after 30 min of
heating of the alloy, which represents the limit of
fire resistance. One common trend among different
groups of alloy is that the beneficial effects of heat
treatment and work hardening, used to improve the
mechanical properties at normal temperatures, di-
minishes at high temperatures.

The emissivity of surface is dependent on the sur-
face finish and may be an advantage for polished
surfaces. For aluminium are suggested values 0,3
and 0,7 for clean uncovered surfaces and for painted
and covered surfaces, respectively

A\ Reduction factor, &
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Figure 2. Reduction of elastic modulus and 0,2% proof strength
of selected aluminium alloys at elevated temperatures as sug-
gested by document (prEN 1999-1-2: 2006).

3.4 Component method for connection design

Failure of the WTC on 11" September 2001 alerted
the engineering profession to the possibility of con-
nection failure under fire conditions. The failure of
the connections is thought, by some, to have initi-
ated the progressive collapse of both towers.

When subject to fire, steel loses both its strength
and stiffness. Steel structures also expand when
heated and contract on cooling. Furthermore the ef-
fect of restraint to thermal movement can introduce
high strains in both the steel member and the associ-
ated connections, see (Wang, 2002). EN 1993-1-2
gives two approaches for the design of steel connec-
tions. In the first approach fire protection is applied
to the member and its connections. The level of pro-
tection is based on that applied to the connected
members taking into account the different level of
utilisation that may exist in the connection compared
to the connected members. Fire tests on steel struc-
tures have shown that the temperature within the



connections is lower compare to connecting steel
members. This is due to the additional material
around a connection (column, end-plate, concrete
slab etc.) which significantly reduces the tempera-
tures within the connections compared to those at
the centre of supported beam.

Recent experimental evidence have highlighted
the need to evaluate the behaviour of steel joints at
elevated temperatures, since they exhibit a distinct
change of its moment-rotation response under in-
creasing temperature, that affects the global response
of the structure. Traditionally steel beams have been
designed as simply supported. However it has been
shown in recent large scale fire tests on the steel
building at Cardington (Moore & Lennon, 1997), see
Figures 3 and 4, in real fires and in experimental re-
sults on isolated connections, that joints that were
assumed to be pinned at ambient temperature can
provide considerable levels of both strength and
stiffness at elevated temperature. This can have a
beneficial effect on the survival time of the structure.

_ oo AR S
Figure 3. Rupture of the end plate beam to column connection
without lost of the bearing resistance during the seventh large
Cardington fire test, see (Wald et al, 2006).

A more detailed approach uses an application of
the component approach together with a method for
calculation the behaviour of welds and bolts at ele-
vated temperature. By using this approach the con-
nection moment, shear and axial capacity can be
evaluated at elevated temperature (Simdes da Silva
et al, 2001) and (Spyrou et al, 2002).

In terms of cold design, the component method
constitutes today the widely accepted procedure for
the evaluation of the various design values. It has
now been validated as an analytical procedure that is
capable of predicting the moment-rotation response
under fire conditions. This procedure consists of
modelling a joint as extensional springs and rigid
links, whereby the springs represent a specific part
of a joint making an identified contribution to one or

more of its structural properties, component. Each
component exhibits a non-linear force deformation
response, characterised by four properties: elastic
stiffness, post-limit stiffness, limit load, yield dis-
placement and limit displacement. At elevated tem-
perature the influence of the normal forces needs to
be taken into account.

3

Figure 4. Deformation of the fin plate beam to column connec-

tion during the seventh large Cardington fire test, see (Wald et
al, 2006).

4 CONCLUSION
European knowledge of fire design has reached a
mature stage with the development of well calibrated
engineering tools for modelling structural behaviour
under fire conditions. Four steps of procedure may
be identified: modelling fire scenario in the com-
partment or a local fire, modelling the transfer of
heat to the structure, assessment of the mechanical
loading under fire conditions, and evaluation of the
response of the structure at elevated temperature.
Tools for all four separate stages are available for
practical application. Merging of these models is
also under development in several institutes. The
simplest design models are supported by design ta-
bles and design charts. More advanced models can
deal with natural fire scenarios, refined transfer of
heat between the atmosphere and the structure and
non-linear large displacement global analyses. Some
complex models, based on FE modelling of fire sce-
narios and 3D non-linear behaviour of structures, are
ready to be applied for prediction of the structural
behaviour under exceptional fire loading.
Nevertheless, applications of these complex mod-
els are limited by tests on whole buildings in fire and
by confirmation of accurate prediction of internal
forces under fire. Further research studies are neces-
sary and indeed some are already been undertaken
by various researchers to gain new knowledge so as
to develop better tools to help achieve future desired
level of fire safety.
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Behaviour and modelling of composite columns and beams
under fire conditions

K.H. Tan, Z.F. Huang & R.B. Dharma
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

ABSTRACT: This paper presents two series of elevated temperature tests on composite columns and beams. In the
first series, four unprotected, embedded steel I-section composite columns were tested to investigate the effect of load
level on column behaviour and failure time. Each column was subjected to a constant axial compression force under
rising temperature provided by two electric heating furnaces. Numerical analyses were carried out to predict specimen
cross-sectional temperature distribution as well as column deformation. Column failure times were also compared with
design code predictions from EC4 Pt.1.2. It is found that the failure times reduce rather linearly and significantly under
an increasing load level. In the second series, tests were carried out to investigate the ductility of composite beams in
the hogging moment region under fire conditions. In total, there were four composite beams with decking slabs tested
to failure. They represented the internal joint of a continuous beam. The segment between the plastic hinge over
support and adjacent point of inflection was represented by one-half of a simply supported beam subjected to mid-span
point load. The specimens were heated to a certain temperature before they were subjected to a static point load up to
failure. The test results were then validated against finite element simulations. It is demonstrated that the finite element
analysis gives reasonable accuracy compared to test results.

Part-1: Composite Column Test

1 INTRODUCTION
There are quite a number of reported fire test results on
concrete-filled encased steel columns. In contrast, very
few works on composite columns with embedded steel
sections have been published.

This paper presents a series of tests conducted on 4
composite columns with embedded I-sections. This
serves as a companion study of Huang et al. (2007). All
columns were subjected to a constant axial load while
heated up in 2 electrical furnaces which provided a simi-
lar heating rate as in a compartment subjected to natural
fire. The effect of different load levels was examined.
The experimental results were compared with numerical
predictions.

2 OUTLINE OF EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAMME

The experimental programme was described in detail in
(Huang et al. 2007). A series of 4 columns, namely,
RTCCO01, RTCC02, RTCCO03 and RTCCO04, was heated
up to failure (Table 1). All columns were made of the
same gross cross-section 300x300 mm? and the same
length of 3000 mm. They differed slightly in the em-
bedded steel content ratio gx as computed below:

s :AS/A(‘ (1)

where A, denotes the area of embedded steel and A is

the whole cross-section area of a column specimen. In
this paper, subscript ‘C’, ‘S’ or ‘R’ denotes concrete,
steel and rebar, respectively.

Table 1. Steel Content Ratio and Column Failure Time

Col. No  Load level £ 5% ™ T O
IR min  min min

RTCCO1 0.172 651 501 658 1.011
RTCC02 0.209 554 505 540 0.975
RTCCO03 0.282 414 389 431 1.041
RTCC04 0.414 229 278 275 1.201
Mean: 1.057
COV: 0.094

From columns RTCCO1 to RTCC04, the embedded
steel are UC152x152x23, Joist1 14x114x27,
UC152x152x37 and UC203x203x52, respectively. The
corresponding g, increases from 3.25% to 7.41%.

Figure 1 shows the details of RTCCO03. All 4 specimens
were reinforced with 4T13 rebars at the corners of the
square section.

Load level z for 4 columns ranges from 0.172 to
0.414 where u, is defined as the ratio of working load
N to column axial load capacity at ambient temperature
N2 predicted numerically by program FEMFAN-3D
(Huang & Tan 2006).
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Figure I  Details for specimen RTCCO03

Table 2 summarizes the material properties obtained
through testing at ambient temperature. The terms /",
fo, and £ respectively denote the characteristic

strength of concrete, rebar and steel at ambient tempera-
ture; £, and g respectively denote the percentage of

rebar and steel area to the overall cross-sectional area.
Measured steel elastic modulus EX attains a typical
value of 205 GPa.

Table 2. Column Material Properties (MPa)
Col. No  Concrete Rebar  Steel Load Capacity
RS SR e S NG

RTCCO1 45 26 460 0.59% 320 3.25% 3746
RTCC02 43 26 460 0.59% 320 3.83% 3725
RTCCO3 43 26 460 0.59% 320 5.23% 3927
RTCC04 43 26 460 0.59% 317 7.41% 4164
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Figure 2 Gas Temperature-time curves

Each specimen was uniformly heated up by 2 electrical fur-
naces configured to provide 4-face uniform heating. Figure 2
shows the designed heating curve, in which during two heating
phases, temperature rose at 5°C/min and 8°C/min, respectively.
This curve was chosen to minimize concrete spalling by hold-
ing the temperature constant at 200°C for 85 minutes to purge
free water content out of the specimens. During the tests, tem-
perature at each face of both furnaces was measured by a ther-
mocouple. Revised 7-¢ curve, which will be used for RTCC02
to RTCCO04, is also shown in Figure 2. For these 3 columns,
the numerical cross-sectional temperature prediction based on
the actual heating curve is noticeably greater than the test re-
sult. To reduce the effect due to inaccurate temperature pre-
diction on the column structural response, the revised gas 7-
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curve is adopted instead. The revised heating curve is not un-
reasonable as it takes account of heat loss through the furnace,
and thermal time lag between the rising part and the plateau
shown in Figure 2.

Axial loads were applied and recorded by a servo-
hydraulic actuator. The deflection acquisition system
consisted of 9 LVDTs, whose positions are shown in
Figure 3. They were used to measure the displacements
directly for all points except Point-5, 6 & 7. Fourteen
thermocouples were embedded within each cross-section
for measuring the temperature distribution at mid-span
and at a quarter-span. These thermocouples measured
the temperatures of the concrete, flanges and web of the
steel section and reinforcement. Figure 4 shows the lo-
cations of these 14 thermocouples within a specimen
cross section. The composite column tests were carried
out under transient heating state. That is, a predefined
load N was first applied to the specimen and held con-
stant. The temperature was then raised in steps accord-
ing to the heating curve shown in Figure 2.

150 150
3 S — 1
81 HQJ. 9
56 7

44>| — 2

Figure 3 Location of LVDTs on column specimen

Figure 4. Location of thermocouples within a cross section

3 TEST RESULTS AND VALIDATIONS
Numerical validation of the experimental results will be
shown in this section. The study will focus on the de-
velopment of specimen cross-sectional temperature dis-
tributions, axial deformations and failure times. The ef-
fects of load level will be emphasized.

Program SAFIR2001 (Franssen et al. 2000) was used for
2-D heat transfer analysis, while a self-developed pro-
gram FEMFAN-3D (Huang & Tan 2006) was used for 3-
D structural analysis. Values of thermal conductivity,
specific heat capacity and density for siliceous concrete
were taken from EC2 Pt.1.2 (CEN 2004). Concrete
moisture content was set at 130 kg/m3, while convection
coefficients on hot and cold surfaces were fixed at 25 and
9 W/m’K, respectively. Relative emissivity was 0.5. In
program FEMFAN-3D, the bonding among concrete, re-



bar and embedded steel surface was assumed to be per-
fect. Concrete spalling was not considered.

3.1 Cross-section temperature distribution

This section examines 3 temperature profiles correspond-
ing to 3 points within the quarter section of a specimen:
Point 9 (concrete), Point 7 (corner rebar) and Point 3
(mid-web of steel) in Figure 4. Due to geometric simi-
larity, only the result of RTCCO03 will be discussed in de-
tail.

Figure 5 shows the temperature distribution within the
discretised cross section at a quarter point after 410 min-
utes of heating on column RTCCO03 which failed at 414
minutes. The embedded steel column was not perfectly
positioned at the center of the entire rectangular section
due to construction tolerance, and this was picked up by
temperature distribution measured by thermocouples in
Figure 4 even prior to concrete spalling. Thus, Figure 5
shows that there is slightly asymmetric distribution of
temperature. Heat transfer analyses were performed for
both mid-height and quarter-height cross sections, and
the respective temperature predictions were used in the
ensuing structural analyses.

Figure 5 Cross section temperature of column RTCCO3 at
=410 min predicted by SAFIR

Figures 6a to 6d respectively show the gas tempera-
tures and temperature at 3 specific points in the right fur-
nace. The experimental data and numerical predictions
based on actual and modified gas T-t curves are shown.
Modified SAFIR curve is adopted for RTCCO02 to
RTCCO04 in the ensuing structural analysis. This is be-
cause the overall cross-section temperature predictions
based on actual heating curve (Figure 2) were greater
than the measured values.

Firstly, the predictions based on actual furnace gas-
temperature curve should be examined. The predictions
on 3 points are shown as continuous deep blue curves in
Figure 6b to Figure 6d.

Regarding concrete temperature at Point 9, Figure 6b
clearly shows that the temperature rises slowly and stead-
ily. With 75 mm thick cover, concrete was heated up to
400°C at t=420 min when the gas reached 800°C. EC 4

Pt.1.2 shows that when exposed to heating for 420 min,
siliceous concrete lost only 40% of its strength at Point-9.
This implies that at the end of heating, the whole concrete
within that section still retained the majority of its
strength.

On the other hand, Figure 6b to Figure 6d show that
during the first 210 min of heating the numerical curves
follow very closely with the experimental ones. Beyond
that, the numerical predictions were consistently higher
than the experimental data: the deeper a point is located
in the interior, the greater is the temperature difference.
Such over-predictions may be attributed to the incapabil-
ity of SAFIR to simulate the movement of concrete free
water towards kernel zone during heating.
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Figure 6 Temperature at point-3, 7 & 9 in RTCCO03

At Point 7 (rebar) located close to the concrete sur-
face, numerical prediction agreed well with measured
temperature (Figure 6¢).

Over-predictions of temperature also took place in the
other three columns: RTCCO1, RTCC02 & RTCCO04.
To diminish the effects of somewhat inaccurate tempera-
ture predictions on the structural analyses shown in Sec.
3.2, the temperature predictions need to be modified so
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that they are closer to test results. For this purpose, the
original gas temperature curve was modified and shown
as dashed line in Figure 2, where the temperature is as-
sumed to reach 700°C instead of 800°C at t=215 min.
After 215 min, temperature rises steadily at a constant
rate to 800°C when a column fails.

The corresponding cross-sectional temperature distri-
bution is shown in Figure 6b to 6d as black dashed
curves. Clearly, beyond t=210 min, the three modified
curves are closer to measured temperatures compared to
the unmodified heating curve. Compared to the original
scheme, the new scheme has reduced the over-prediction
effect on thermal expansion and material properties.

3.2 Structural Responses

In the FE simulation, a heated column is approximated
as a pin-roller member. Figure 7 compares the FE pre-
dictions of column axial deformation u with test results,
while Figure 8 shows the photos of all four failed speci-
mens.
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Figure 7  Axial deformation of all specimens

FE predictions of deformations are consistently
greater than the test results and the differences become
greater with higher temperature. There are two main
reasons: no transient strain was accounted for by the
adopted EC4 stress-strain model, and no concrete
spalling was simulated.

The prime objective of this study is to examine the
load level effects on column failure time ¢, . Table 2
shows that with steel content ratio g% increasing from
3.25% to 7.41%, the axial load capacity N’ increases
slightly from 3746 kN to 4164 kN predicted by FEM-
FAN-3D. This implies that steel content had limited ef-
fect on N2’. In contrast, with load level g, increasing
from 0.172 to 0.414, both Figure 6 and Figure 9 and Ta-
ble 1 show that 7, significantly decreases from 651 to

229 min.
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(b)
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Figure 8 Photos of tested specimens

Table 1 summarizes ¢, of all four columns obtained

experimentally, numerically and from EC4 Pt.1.2. The
design code prediction #°“* corresponds to the instant at

which the working load N is equal to the design load
capacity N calculated according to Eq. (4.12) in

Sfi,Rd
EC4 Pt.1.2. The values of ¢, are also compared in Fig-
ure 9. Clearly, all three approaches show that 7, de-
creases nearly linearly yet significantly under an increas-
ing load level g,. Generally, the FE predictions agree
well with test results whereas the former tends to slightly
over-predict ¢, for column RTCCO03 and RTCCO04
which were subjected to a higher s,. Table 1 shows a

mean value of 1.057 for /"' /¢ with a coefficient of

variation COV = 0.094 (superscript FEA and test de-
notes numerical and test results, respectively). This
shows that FEMFAN3D predictions agree fairly well
with test results.
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Figure 9  Comparison of column failure times

based on EC4
(termed as #5“*) shows that they generally agree well
with both FE and test results. Overall, +°“* tended to be

cr

Examining the predictions of ¢,
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conservative, especially for low g, where ¢, * was no-
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ticeably less than #*' and ™

cr cr

Part-2: Composite Beam Test

4 INTRODUCTION

The second part of the paper (Dharma & Tan 2006a, b)
presents the behaviour of steel beams supporting profiled
decking slab. One key factor that influences the rota-
tional capacity of composite beams is local buckling
which causes considerable distortion of member cross-
section that is confined locally to the highest moment re-
gion. A more rational way of defining the ductility of
beams is based on member behavioural classes, where
ductility is quantified by measuring the available inelastic
rotation &, , as shown in Figure 10, over which the mo-

ment exceeds its design ultimate resistance M ,. A ratio

known as available rotational capacity R, isused here to

describe the non-dimensional form of inelastic rotation
defined as follows:

R,=5,/8, )

in which, &, = plastic rotation.

Blon ent: A5 /A,

1 /8,

Figure 10  Standard moment-rotation curve of plastic beams

5 TEST SPECIMENS DETAILS

The objective of this test programme is to determine the
ductility of composite steel beams in the hogging mo-
ment region of a continuous composite beam with profile
decking slab. A simply supported beam is subjected to a
central point load, used to simulate the segment of a con-
tinuous composite beam between the plastic hinge at mid-
span and adjacent point of inflection in the hogging mo-
ment region. The composite beam is inverted such that
the decking slab is located on the underside of the steel
beam and is subjected to tensile force when the vertical
load is applied from the top. For ease of reference in
this paper, the flange which is connected to decking slab
will be referred to as the top flange.

Experimental programme consisted of a total of four
composite steel beams (Table 3) stud-welded to re-
entrant steel decking profile Holorib S350 (0.9 mm
thickness). The shear studs were connected to the steel
beams and steel decking by through-deck welding. Cl
and C2 specimens had the same configuration except for
the number of shear stud connectors. Three different UB
sections were used as structural steel. They were chosen
such that the composite sections were able to achieve
their full plastic moment capacity at elevated tempera-
ture. All composite steel specimens had the same total
length of 3650 mm, a span of 3450 mm and the length of
concrete slab of 2100 mm.

Table 3. Details of beam specimens

Test No. | Structural Steel | Reinforcement| No.of Lg t,
Stud (mm) | (mm)

Cl 305z165UB54 4-T10 8 563 130
C2 305x165UB54 4-T10 4 563 130
C3 305x127UB37 5-T10 10 563 130
Cc4 254x102UB25 5-T10 6 469 120

Slab size (length x width) = 2100 mm x 450 mm

Reinforcement distance to steel decking = 100 mm

Anti-crack reinforcement = T8 at 200 mm spacing

Shear stud connector = 19 mm dia. x 100 mm length

Note: 4-T10 indicates four bars of type T reinforcement with 10 mm diameter.

The test consisted of two stages: heating and loading
stage. Firstly, the furnace temperature was increased at a
rate of 7 to 10°C/min up to a certain temperature. Once
the preset furnace temperature was reached, this tempera-
ture was maintained to the end of loading stage. That is, a
steady-state heating is employed in this instance. In the
loading stage, the load was applied until the specimen
failed and reached its unloading state to obtain full mo-
ment-rotation curve. Material tests conducted at ambient
temperature included tensile coupon tests of steel I-beams
and reinforcement, compression and tensile tests of con-
crete specimens and push-out tests. The results of these
tests at ambient temperature were used as inputs to vari-
ous material models at elevated temperatures. Besides,
cross-section geometric imperfections were also meas-
ured by digital callipers.

6 EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Detailed experimental results can be found in (Dharma
2006). Due to page limitation, only the moment-rotation
of C4 specimen is presented here. Figure 11 shows the
moment-rotational curve of C4 specimen. The horizontal
axis indicates the ratio of rotation 9 over elastic rotation
6, defined as M, L [(2E.1). The stiffness term E,/

is calculated based on the cracked stiffness. The vertical
axis indicates the normalized moment to plastic moment

capacity M ,;, calculated based on the cross-section di-

mensions, material test results, critical temperature distri-
bution, and EC3 Pt.1.2 (CEN 1995) together with EC4
Pt.1.2 material reduction factors.

The rotation was taken as the average of two end rota-
tions. All of the specimens started to deviate from line-
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arity before they yielded due to non-linear stress-strain
relationship at elevated temperature. Out of the four
beams, C1 has the greatest rotational capacity of 2.11,
while C4 specimen has the lowest rotational capacity of
only 1.00, as shown in Figure 11. After attaining the
plastic moment capacity, the beam rotation started to in-
crease rapidly. The main component of composite beam
which provides flexural resistance to resist applied mo-
ment is the primary reinforcement (Dharma & Tan
2006c). The reason is that the temperature of reinforce-
ment was much lower (around 100°C) compared to struc-
tural steel components, which had already reached
600°C. Around this temperature, steel reinforcement
still maintains its ambient temperature strength since the
strength reduction only occurs above 300°C according to
EC4 Pt.1.2. The low temperature of reinforcement is
due to low heat conductivity of concrete. Thus, concrete
in hogging moment region acts as a heat sink for rein-
forcement since it does not contribute to ultimate moment
capacity. As a consequence, full depth of the steel web
is in compression. Another consequence is that the top
flange does not contribute to the moment capacity since
its distance from the neutral axis is practically zero. The
bottom flange temperature was around 500 to 650°C at 7
to 10°C/min rate of heating. For the bottom half of web,
the temperature is close to bottom flange temperature
T,; . For the upper half of web, its temperature usually

varies linearly from 7, to 0.857,, at the web-top flange

junction. The temperatures of shear stud, concrete and
reinforcement are generally less than 300°C, 400°C, and
200°C, respectively, that is, these components still pos-
sess their strength and stiffness at room temperature.

Figure 11 Moment-rotational response of C4 specimens

For all the specimens in Table 3, there was neither lo-
cal nor global buckling before the plastic moment capac-
ity was reached. The failure mode observed after the test
was mainly local buckling near mid-span as a result of
spread of plasticity across the beam depth and along the
beam after the section has attained plastic moment capac-
ity, as shown in Figure 12. On the other hand, local buck-
ling of the web occurred at almost the full depth of the
web since the neutral axis was located within the top
flange. Thus, almost the entire beam section was under
compression. However, this local buckling failure oc-
curred on only one-half of the beam with the other half
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exhibiting no local buckles. This may be due to slight dif-
ferences in temperature distribution between the two
halves of the beam and may be attributed to the presence
of initial geometric imperfection. Concrete cracking was
limited to the mid-span region. In addition, parallel

cracks reached the top flange, showing that the whole
concrete slab was subjected to tensile force. No spalling
of concrete was observed during the test.

]
Figure 12 Local buckling failure of the composite specimens

The failure modes observed in these tests are very
similar to the ones observed in Cardington fire test,
where local buckling of the lower compression flange
and web of most fire-exposed beams was observed (Fig-
ure 13). Certain beams in Cardington fire tests also ex-
hibited local buckling modes at certain distance from
support region similar to C2 specimen because of the
lower temperature distribution near the support.

S [ Cordingion Tex]
| * h, wAEE

Figure 13 Compafisons of Cardington and current test fail-

ure modes

7 NUMERICAL MODELLING OF STEEL BEAMS
WITH PROFILE DECKING

Commercial Package MARC (MSC 2005) was used in
the numerical validation since nonlinear shell element has
not been incorporated into the self-developed program



FEMFAN-3D which was used in column test validation
(Sec. 3). In the composite specimens, the concrete slab
was modelled using a 20-node, iso-parametric solid ele-
ment. Every node in this element has three global dis-
placements as degrees of freedom. The reinforcement is
modelled using an iso-parametric, three-dimensional, 20-
node empty solid element, which must be used in con-
junction with a concrete element to represent a reinforced
concrete element. By combining the rebar and concrete
elements, the stress distribution of both reinforcement
and concrete can be represented accurately since separate
constitutive theories are used in each element. Two lay-
ers of reinforcement are provided for each rebar element
simulating the layer of primary and secondary reinforce-
ment (Dharma & Tan 2006c¢).

To simulate the composite action between the steel
beam and concrete slab, adjacent top flange and concrete
nodes are tied together using rigid links in two global
displacements. Tying these adjacent nodes together as-
sumes that there is no relative displacement of these
nodes. The relative slip between the steel beam and
concrete element is governed by the load-slip relationship
of shear stud connectors, and is simulated using springs.

The composite beam is simply supported at both ends
so that lateral deflection and twist rotation at the supports
are prevented. However, the flange ends are free to ro-
tate in horizontal plane so that the beam cross-section is
free to warp. Lateral restraints are provided at mid-span,
end supports, and certain distance from mid-span. Con-
centrated load is applied directly on top of the mid-span
stiffeners. Initial longitudinal out-of-plane imperfection
has also been included in the model.

—— Plastic Line
—— Test
——FEA

o 1 2 3 4

6 7 8 9 10

5
e,

Figure 14  Validation of composite beam FE model

For both sets of numerical models, the arc-length
method has been selected to properly trace the nonlinear
equilibrium path of inelastic I-beams and the evolution of
cracks in concrete slabs. Both geometrical and material
nonlinearities are considered. Von Mises yield criterion
is used in the analysis and the corresponding metal plas-
ticity model is characterised as an associated flow plastic-
ity model, with isotropic hardening as the default. The
material stress-strain models follow EC3 Pt.1.2 and EC4
Pt.1.2 formulations. Relatively good comparison is ob-
tained in terms of the moment-rotation response as illus-
trated in Figure 14 for C4 specimen. The ratio of maxi-

mum moment to plastic moment capacity (M, /M o)

and the rotational capacity », from numerical simula-

tions are relatively close to the test results. The pre-
dicted moment-rotation curves show no horizontal pla-
teau, instead unloading occurs once the ultimate moments
are reached. The discrepancies between test results and
FEA simulations may be due to differences in actual ma-
terial properties at elevated temperature and Eurocode’s
stress-strain relationship formulations, the assumed initial
imperfection, and temperature distributions.

There is local buckling of the compression flange as
shown in Figure 15a. This is simulated well by Figure
15b. Parallel cracks occur on the concrete slab due to
bending in the hogging region.

“[caTEsT]

(2) (b)

Figure 15 Comparison of failure modes between tests and

FE models

8 CONCLUSIONS

This paper presents 2 series of fire test conducted at Nan-
yang Technological University, Singapore. The first se-
ries of test were carried out to examine the effect of load
level on the failure times of 4 composite columns with
embedded steel I-section. These real-sized rectangular
composite columns were subjected to different axial load
levels ranging from 0.171 to 0.441. The specimens were
made of normal strength siliceous concrete and rein-
forced with 4T13 rebars. A gas T—¢ curve was de-
signed to simulate a compartment fire. It is found that
the column failure time linearly decreases under a rising
load. Concrete spalling took place on every specimen
and was localized to the mid-height zone.

The test results were compared with numerical simu-
lations in terms of cross-sectional temperature distribu-
tion and structural responses. Reasonably good agree-
ment is obtained. With respect to column failure times,
both predictions based on FEA and design code EC4
Pt.1.2 agree well with the test data. The design code
predictions were slightly conservative, especially for low
load level.

The second series of test were carried out to investi-
gate the rotational capacity of composite beams in the
hogging moment regions under fire conditions. A total
of four composite beams with decking slabs which were
designed to represent the internal joint of a continuous
beam, were tested to failure. The specimens were heated
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to a certain temperature before they were subjected to a
static point load up to failure. [t was found that rota-
tional capacity reduces at elevated temperature. The nu-
merical model correlates well with test results including
the observed failure modes.
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Connection modelling in fire

I. Burgess
The University of Sheffield, United Kingdom

ABSTRACT: This paper describes the origins and development of component-based principles for modelling
of the behaviour of beam-to-column connections in fire conditions. The component method is now well-
established as an analytical technique for rotational properties of connections at ambient temperature. In the
context of the much higher rotations experienced at the ends of long-span beams in fire, together with high
axial forces due to restrained thermal expansion, its justification changes. The importance of residual strength
and stiffness of a connection is decreased, but it is essential that its ductility is represented properly in order to
provide designers with the ability to match forces to strength at high temperatures.

1 INTRODUCTION

Research over the last decade has shown that com-
posite floor structures can have a significantly
greater fire resistance than is suggested by conven-
tional tests on isolated elements. This is largely due
to the interaction between the beams and floor slabs
in the fire compartment, and the restraint afforded by
the surrounding structure. This research is now be-
ing applied in the design of real projects, with an
implicit assumption that, because they heat more
slowly than the connecting members, the connec-
tions have sufficient fire resistance. However, ob-
servations from full-scale fire tests at Cardington
and the collapse of buildings at the World Trade
Centre in 2001 have raised concerns about this as-
sumption. There is renewed interest in how connec-
tions respond to exposure to fire, and realistically
this can only be investigated by examining complete
structural assemblies, with suitable representation of
the joints included. As structural fire engineering
design increasingly optimizes the placement of pro-
tection materials in buildings, the axial forces gener-
ated in beams during the course of a fire, as revealed
in non-linear three-dimensional analysis of large
substructures, are seen to reach very high values.
Typically these can change from compression in the
carly stages of a fire, when thermal expansion is re-
sisted by surrounding structure, to tension in the
later stages, when the heated members hang essen-
tially in catenary. The connections at the ends of
these members are therefore subjected in turn to
these forces, whilst also being subjected to much

larger rotations than are possible in ambient-
temperature design.

The terminology on joints and connections has
been standardized in EC3-1.8 (CEN, 2005b). A
‘connection’ is defined as the location where two or
more members meet, and a ‘joint’ is defined as the
zone where two or more members meet. This means
that a ‘connection’ is considered as the parts which
mechanically fasten the connected members; in the
case of an end-plate connection these are the end-
plate, the bolts, the welds and the column flange. A
‘joint’ is used as the more general term which in-
cludes the column web and the beam-end. For ex-
ample, a beam-to-column joint can include two ma-
jor-axis connections attached to the column flanges
and two minor-axis connections attached to the col-
umn web. The principle is shown in Figure 1.

,»
_'_" —

[ Connections |

Figure 1: Joint and connection parts of a double-sided joint.
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2 CONNECTION CHARACTERISATION

The main driving force behind the worldwide re-
search effort over 30 years to represent connection
properties has been a desire to achieve the advan-
tages in design of buildings that can be derived from
the real stiffness and strength of connections which
would probably have been assumed as effectively
pinned for normal design. The rotational stiffnesses
inherent in normal simple connection details have
the capability to reduce mid-span sagging moments
in beams at the Ultimate Limit State, permitting sec-
tions with lower moment capacity to be used. Per-
haps even more importantly, this rotational stiffness
can reduce very significantly the deflections of
beams for the Serviceability Limit State, which
tends to control the selection of sections for long-
span systems. It was this opportunity, afforded by
the prospect of taking account of real connection
characteristics in structural frame analysis, that
stimulated a lengthy research effort to classify and
quantify these characteristics.

An excellent account of the early work on con-
nections is given by Nethercot and Zandonini
(1989). In general, joints are defined in terms of ro-
tational stiffness, strength and rotation capacity. The
rotational stiffness of a joint is defined as the initial
slope of its moment-rotation curve. In the ‘pinned’
case the rotational stiffness is zero and no rotational
continuity exists between the beam and the column.
The ‘rigid’ case allows no relative rotation between
the beam and the column, and therefore the full
beam-end moment is transferred. There are clearly
cases which are close to the two extremes; a fully
welded joint with column web stiffeners is almost
rigid, and a web cleat connection with slotted holes
is almost pinned. Nevertheless, the majority of prac-
tical joints are semi-rigid; some relative rotation oc-
curs between the beam and the column, and a mo-
ment which depends on the relative rotational
stiffnesses of the connection and the connected
members is transferred. To simplify design, EC3-
1.8 specifies boundaries between joint classifica-
tions, as shown in Fig. 2.

MA Rigid: i = 8EL / Ly (braced)

Sj,im
Siini = 25EL / Ly (other)

Semi-rigid

/ _
/
— |Pinned: Siini = 0,5Ehb/ Lb

N
>

@
Figure 2: Stiffness classification of joints after EC3-1.8.
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The EC3-1.8 strength classification compares the
resistance moment of the connection with the mo-
ment capacities of the connected members. If the
bending resistance of the joint is larger than the plas-
tic moments of the members then it is ‘full-strength’.
If the joint bending resistance is less than 25% of
that of one of the members and has sufficient rota-
tional capacity it is nominally ‘pinned’. Between
these boundaries joints are ‘partial-strength’. Most
practical end-plate connections are in this category,
which means that, if plastic design is used the plastic
hinges will form in the joints and not in the adjacent
members. Hence, sufficient rotational capacity is
required in the joint to form a plastic mechanism and
develop a full plastic moment at the mid-span of the
beam.

The ductility of a joint is its ability to maintain its
plastic moment over a sufficient rotation to develop
a plastic mechanism in the adjacent members. A joi-
nt which fully achieves this is Class 1: ‘ductile’ (Jas-
part, 2000). The lower bound of the ductility classi-
fication is Class 3: ‘brittle’, and may only be used in
elastic frame design. Class 2: ‘semi-ductile’ lies be-
tween these extremes. The boundaries between the
classes are not defined generally in EC3-1.8, and
ductility of joints is treated in a very approximate
manner, reflecting the sparse research in the field
prior to its publication. Only been in recent years
have researchers focused on the available ductility of
a joint. Simoes da Silva and Girdo Coelho (2001a),
Kiihnemund (2003), Girdo Coelho (2004), Beg et al.
(2004) and Girdo Coelho ef al. (2005) all have used
the Component Method, which is described below,
to predict ductility for semi-rigid joints.

In general, five different ways of representing the
moment-rotation response of semi-rigid joints exist:

1. Mathematical expressions as curve-fit models,

2. Simplified analytical models,

3. Mechanical (spring) models,

4. Finite element models,

5. Macro-element models.

Macro-element models are a relatively recent de-
velopment. These combine mechanical and finite
element principles, as they use finite element formu-
lations to incorporate mechanical or curve-fit models
into frame analysis. This type of modelling is par-
ticularly suitable for elevated-temperature analysis.

1.1 2.1 Curve-fit models

These are mathematical expressions fitted to mo-
ment-rotation curves found in experiments. The ex-
pressions include linear, bi-linear, tri-linear and
polynomial, power series and B-spline functions.
These are described in detail by Jones et al. (1983)
and Nethercot and Zandonini (1989). A model
which has been used at ambient and elevated tem-
peratures uses the so-called Ramberg-Osgood (1943)
curve, modified by Ang and Morris (1984) to repre-



sent the moment-rotation curves of joints, and ex-
tended by EI-Rimawi (1989) to elevated tempera-
tures. The approach is shown in Equation 1:

M MY
T = c+0.01 ¢ 1
- erno(%) 0

where 2. is the joint rotation and M. is the corre-
sponding moment. This expression has been used
by Leston-Jones (1997) and Al-Jabri (1999) to
model their elevated-temperature test data for bare
steel and composite joints. It can be applied to fire
cases by making the terms A and B temperature-
dependent. These factors control the stiffness and
capacity of the joint respectively, whereas the index
n controls the shape of the moment-rotation curve.

Although curve-fit models of joints are very eas-
ily integrated into frame analysis as rotational
springs, they can only be used for joints which have
been subject to testing. For high-temperature cases,
axial forces acting on the connection cannot be rep-
resented easily in this approach unless a wide range
of combinations of moment, rotation, axial force and
temperature have been tested. This is impracticable
due to the high cost of experiments and the vast
number of connection configurations used in prac-
tice.

1.2 2.2 Component modelling

A more practical approach is the use of mechanical
models, particularly the so-called “Component
Method”. This method was initially developed by
Tschemmernegg et al. (1987) for ambient tempera-
ture conditions and after much development is now
included in EC3-1.8. The principle is to consider a
joint as a set of basic zones, each of which performs
an individual structural action. These zones can be
considered as assemblies of non-linear springs
whose combination forms a model for the whole
joint. The principal component zones of an end plate
connection are shown in Fig. 3.

(cwt)
cfb) (epb)
. (bt)
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Figure 3: The principal component zones of a beam-column
end-plate connection.

3 AMBIENT-TEMPERATURE COMPONENT
MODELLING OF JOINTS

There are a number of different options (elasto-
plastic, bi-linear, multi-linear or non-linear) to ap-
proximate the behaviour of the component springs.
In EC3-1.8 each component is characterised by an
initial stiffness & and a design resistance Fry, which
are linked in an elastic-perfectly plastic fashion.
This simple approximation allows a direct calcula-
tion of the moment-rotation curve of the joint. For
better accuracy in the joint approximation more
complex force-displacement models can be used, de-
rived from test results, finite element models or
preferably from simplified mechanical models. This
increase in complexity of the component representa-
tion makes it necessary to solve the final spring
model iteratively, which is not a problem if the
spring model is incorporated into a non-linear finite
element program. Although the Component Method
associates each component with a certain internal
force in the joint, in reality some components are
exposed to stresses in more than one sense. EC3-1.8
specifies reduction factors, for the presence of shear
(@) and longitudinal stress (k) in the column web
in compression, and for the presence of shear stress
(@) in the column web in tension.

The Component Method can be extended at this
stage to elevated temperatures by using high-
temperature material properties with the ambient-
temperature component models. This principle has
been used by Leston-Jones, Al-Jabri and Simdes da
Silva et al. (2001b). The alternative, of developing
new multi-linear elevated-temperature components
models, has been adopted by Spyrou (2002, 2004a,
2004Db).

The final step of the Component Method is to as-
semble the components and determine the resulting
moment-rotation curve. Each component is repre-
sented as a translational spring interconnected by
rigid links. The spring model for the joint of Fig. 3
is shown in Fig. 4 below.

(ewt1) (cfb1) (bt1) (epb1) (bwt1)
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Figure 4: Spring model of an extended end-plate joint after
EC3-1.8.
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The moment resistance M; g4, of a joint is:

M_/',Rd = EEI,Rd Z; (2)
i=1

where Fj; gq is the design tension resistance of bolt
row i, and z; is the distance from bolt row i to the
centre of compression. The resistance of each bolt
row Fypq is that of the weakest component in this
row, or either of the resistance of the two compo-
nents in compression or the shear panel. However,
this equation is only effective for a bolt row if the
distance to the next row is sufficiently large, and the
column flange and the end-plate develop individual
failure mechanisms. If this is not the case two or
more bolt rows may fail as a group and the resis-
tance is lower than the sum the individual rows.

To calculate the rotational stiffness of the joint,
the complete spring model shown in Fig. 4 can be
simplified, replacing each bolt row by an equivalent
spring of stiffness

1
= 3
ke g 1 1 1 1 1 )
e e +
kcwt,i kcﬁ),i kbt,i kepb,i kbwt,i

where the stiffness of the beam web in tension
kpws 1s assumed to be infinite. The compression and
shear components can similarly be represented by
equivalent springs. This simplifies the spring model
in Fig. 4 to that shown in Figure 5(a). The equiva-
lent spring model can be simplified even further, so
the springs for each bolt row can be replaced with a
single equivalent spring, as shown in Figure (b).
Having calculated the moment resistance and initial
rotational stiffness of the joint, EC3-1.8 offers two
options, one bilinear and one curvilinear, to ap-
proximate the moment-rotation curve. These mo-
ment-rotation curves can then be introduced as rota-
tional springs at beam ends into frame analysis
programs.

It is apparent that the calculation process of the
Component Method is quite lengthy, and therefore a
number of programs have been developed to sim-
plify its application in engineering practice. The
software CoP, developed at the University of Lic¢ge
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and RWTH Aachen, is a current example of such
software.

4 EXPERIMENTS ON JOINTS AT ELEVATED
TEMPERATURES

1.3 4.1 Moment-rotation-temperature testing

The first experimental fire tests on joints were con-
ducted by Kruppa (1976) at CTICM, on six joint
types ranging from “flexible” to “rigid”. Their pri-
mary purpose was to investigate the performance of
high-strength bolts at elevated temperatures, and no
indication of the performance of the joints was re-
ported. Two tests were carried out by British Steel
(1982) on a “rigid” joint. Despite the limited scope,
it was concluded that joint elements could suffer sig-
nificant deformation in a fire. Lawson (1989, 1990)
was the first to measure the rotations of 8 cruciform
joints with different major-axis connections exposed
to the Standard Fire, at constant load. Five of his
tests were on non-composite beams, two on compos-
ite beams and one on a shelf-angle floor beam. Of
the steel joints 3 types of typical joints were studied
(extended and flush end-plates and a double sided
web cleat). The tests showed that up to two thirds of
the ambient temperature design moment capacity
could be sustained in standard fire conditions. It
was noted that the bolts did not fail prematurely, and
rotations always exceeded 6°. It was clear that com-
posite action in fire enhanced the moment capacity
of the joints, which could be estimated by superpos-
ing the capacities due to the bare-steel joint and the
slab reinforcement. Lawson proposed simple design
rules (later withdrawn) based on BS5950 Part 8
(BSI, 2003) for designing simply supported beams
in fire taking into account the joint moments. Al-
though these tests results provided insufficient data
to describe full moment-rotation-temperature char-
acteristics of the joints, they did provide essential in-
formation for early attempts at joint modelling.

The first systematic series of high-temperature
tests producing moment-rotation curves at different

N
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Figure 5: Equivalent (a) and simplified (b) spring models after EC3-1.8.
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temperatures were conducted by Leston-Jones
(1997) in work done at the University of Sheffield
and BRE. Eleven tests were carried out on flush
end-plate joints, both bare-steel and composite, us-
ing small standard sections, including two tests at
ambient temperature. Both stiffness and moment
capacity decreased with increasing temperature, par-
ticularly in the range 500-600°C. These tests pro-
vide useful data for connection modelling, although
their range of details is very limited, and allow veri-
fication against earlier ambient-temperature tests by
Davison et al. (1987). Continuing Leston-Jones’s
work at a time when the data from the full-scale tests
at Cardington was becoming available, Al-Jabri
(1999) extended the scope of this test programme to
study the influence of parameters such as member
size, connection type and different failure mecha-
nisms. In total 20 tests were conducted on flush
end-plates with different section sizes and on flexi-
ble end-plate joints, both bare-steel and composite.
Particular attention was given to joint details used in
the composite building at Cardington. Fig. 6 shows
the furnace and experimental fire testing set-up used
by both Leston-Jones and Al-Jabri.

Column head restrained — B&{ T k@B—  Specimen located within

in position | furnace
RS
Load | £ Load
Il 2700
I I I 1F 2 N R
: Y :
| : N
Beam laterally
restrained
1NN A varies for each group

Figure 6: Cruciform test scheme used by Leston-Jones (1997)
and Al-Jabri (1999).

During the course of this project data and obser-
vations from the Cardington full-scale frame fire
tests made it apparent that moment-rotation tests on
isolated joints are not sufficient to describe the be-
haviour of joints and connections in framed build-
ings in fire. The very high axial forces in the beams
caused by the restraint to thermal expansion had
clearly had a major influence, which was particu-
larly evident from the extent of local buckling near
the beam ends.

Some moment-rotation testing in fire has contin-
ued since this time, largely in order to validate non-
linear FE modelling approaches. Two axially unre-
strained cruciform joints with extended end-plate
connections, using relatively large beam and column
sections, have recently been tested in China by Lou
and Li (2006). Whereas these connections failed by

buckling of the column web at ambient temperature,
the failure mode changed at elevated temperatures to
fracture of the bolts and yielding of the column web
in tension, even though the end-plate temperatures
close to the bolts were lower than the column web
temperature.

1.4 4.2 Restrained high-temperature joint testing

Despite the evident importance of modelling the be-
haviour of unprotected joints in a restrained condi-
tion at high temperatures, no experimental studies
concerned with this matter have yet been published
in the open literature at the time of writing.

In a joint project of the Universities of Manches-
ter (Liu et al. 2002) and Sheffield (Allam, 2003),
some loaded furnace tests on restrained beams sup-
ported by columns creating ‘rugby-post’ frames
were conducted. The columns and connections were
fire-protected, and remained at relatively low tem-
peratures, and the main aim was to investigate the
effects of translational and rotational restraint to the
beam. High axial compressive forces were recorded
early in the fire, but as the vertical beam deflections
increased these progressively changed into tension
(catenary force) and increased the failure tempera-
ture of the beam considerably compared with the un-
restrained condition.  Although, the connections
were protected the tests gave practical evidence of
the axial forces acting on a connection at elevated
temperatures following the standard fire curve. In
retrospect it is unfortunate that no information on the
forces in the beam or connections was recorded in
the cooling phase.

A hitherto unpublished experimental series of six
internal extended end-plate joints has been tested at
temperatures between 400°C and 700°C by Qian
(2006) and Tan in Singapore. These tests were de-
signed to examine particularly the shear panel at the
end of the connected beam. The first three tests
were conducted at 700°C with different actively-
applied axial force in the beams. These tests failed
in combinations of end-plate bending and shear de-
formation of the shear panel. In the remaining three
tests, the end-plate thickness was increased to 40mm
in order to isolate the shear panels. These tests were
conducted at 400°C, 550°C and 700°C, and the ca-
pacity of the shear panels reduced as expected with
increasing temperature. This test data is currently in
press, and will provide an opportunity to validate the
different approaches to modelling steel connections
in fire, including the effects of restraint.

5 HIGH-TEMPERATURE COMPONENT
TESTING

Spyrou et al. (2004a) conducted an experimental in-
vestigation of the performance of the tension and
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compression zones of steel joints at elevated tem-
peratures. These steady-state tests included 45 T-
stubs in tension and 29 column web transverse com-
pression tests, most of them at elevated tempera-
tures. Simplified mechanical models of both the
tension and compression zones were developed and
compared with the experimental results. The ana-
lytical model for the tension T-stubs proved capable
of predicting with reasonable accuracy the failure in
any one of the three classic modes (Fig. 7):

1. Formation of plastic hinges in the flange near
the web followed by bolt yield and fracture,

2. Formation of plastic hinges in the flanges near
the web and the bolt lines followed by bolt
yield and fracture,

3. Bolt yield and fracture with the flanges
remaining elastic.

1st failure
mode

20d failure
mode

3rd failure
mode

0 f

Figure 7: The three failure modes of a T-stub in tension.

Spyrou (2004b) also examined the main compo-
nent of the compression zone for major-axis flush
end-plate joints, which is the column web, com-
pressed by the lower beam flange through the end-
plate and the column flange. He tested 29 such ar-
rangements under steady-state temperature condi-
tions, using the furnace setup shown in Fig. 8.

Reaction Compression Force
frame — ™ [Fumace Reaction frame
Specimen ——|

A

Figure 8: Arrangement for compression zone tests.
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Spyrou developed a semi-empirical mechanical
model for ultimate compressive force after compar-
ing a large number of previously published equa-
tions with his tests at elevated temperatures. Even-
tually he adapted an ambient-temperature equation
by Drdacky (1977), originally derived for thick plate
girder webs, to the form

|

tWC [ " dW

where fis defined in Fig. 9. The EC3-1.2 strength
and stiffness reduction factors are used to reduce the
yield strength and Young’s modulus of the web ma-
terial.
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Figure 9: Assumed mechanism of web yielding.

An empirical model for the curve prior to the ul-
timate state was derived based on experimental ob-
servations, together with 2-D and 3-D finite element
analyses. The results from these finite element
analyses and the simplified model compared very
well with the test results, over the whole range of
tests. The clear logic of the comparison was that the
load capacity of the compressed web is essentially
controlled by the development of plasticity in the
web-plate, and that inelastic buckling is essentially a
secondary effect. This was repeated across the
whole range of web slendemess tested, as well as for
some more slender webs analysed using ANSYS.

Block (2005a, 2005b) extended Spyrou’s work on
the column web compression zone, to take account
of the possible effect of superstructure loading in the
column on the resistance of the web-plate to hori-
zontal patch compression. Kuhlmann and Kiihne-
mund (2000) have shown that the compression zone
in the column web is critical if rotational capacity is
needed, especially in composite connections. It is
even more important in fire because of the large
compressive forces which can be induced in the col-
umn web due to thermal expansion of the beams.
They also showed that the characteristics of this
zone can be significantly affected by the normal ax-
ial load in the column interacting with the transverse
loads on the column web induced by beam effects.
The present work therefore extends Spyrou’s ap-
proach by developing a suitable representation for
this part of the joint for inclusion in the overall
spring model.

The simplified model for predicting the force-
displacement behaviour of the compression zone at



elevated temperatures is defined by three aspects —
its ultimate resistance, the corresponding displace-
ment, and a suitable force displacement relationship.
In the present formulation, the ultimate resistance is
based on a proposal by Lagerqvist and Johansson
(1996). This assumes a series of plastic hinges form-
ing in the column flange in combination with yield-
ing of the web, with a reduction to account for buck-
ling in slender webs. The displacement at ultimate
load takes the form of an empirical equation which
has been fitted to a large number of finite element
models, varying geometrical and material parame-
ters. Finally the force-displacement relationship is
obtained by a curve-fitting approach using the initial
stiffness approach given in the EC3-1.8 and a Ram-
berg-Osgood type of equation. The effects of ele-
vated temperatures are accounted for by using the
temperature reduction factors for steel given in EC3-
1.2.

The reduction factor proposed by Kuhlmann and
Kithnemund to account for axial forces in the col-
umn has been included, again with a modification to
allow for elevated-temperature conditions. The ulti-
mate strength of the column web under a combina-
tion of transverse and axial loads is then given as a
function of temperature.

6 THE COMPONENT METHOD IN FIRE

In this paper two different component-based ap-
proaches are taken to modelling the behaviour of
end-plate joints at elevated temperatures. These ap-
proaches are each quite valid, but represent different
levels of possible analysis for performance-based
design.

1.5 6.1 Modified Rotational Model.

A logical way of adapting the ambient-temperature
Component Method’s calculation of joint rotational
stiffnesses to high-temperature conditions has been
used by Simdes da Silva ef al. (2001b), and by Al-
Jabri et al. (2005). This is to apply the ambient-

—

temperature component models given in EC3 Part
1.8, using the material reduction factors given in
EC3 Part 1.2 for stiffness, limit of proportionality
and yield to amend the mechanical characteristics of
the main components at high temperatures. This
method focuses on establishing elevated-temperature
rotational characteristics for end-plate beam-to-
column steel joints, but does not directly include the
normal stiffness or strength of the connection in the
direction of the beam axis, and therefore does not al-
low the connection to contribute its flexibility or
ductility to the estimation of beam forces. Neverthe-
less, it is capable of offering a practical and eco-
nomical way of introducing rotational joint behav-
iour into whole-frame modelling in fire, while
giving upper-bound solutions for the joint’s tying
force.

The moment capacity and rotational stiffness of a
joint are calculated according to the principles set
out in equations (2) and (3). The individual compo-
nent stiffnesses and strengths may be derived either
from research studies such as those by Spyrou and
Block, based either on testing or on non-linear nu-
merical analysis. Alternatively the calculation pro-
cedures and equations set out in EC3-1.8 for these
characteristics at ambient temperature may be used,
provided that the Young‘s modulus and yield
strength are multiplied by the appropriate EC3-1.2
reduction factors kg s and ko for elevated tempera-
tures. This was the method employed by Simdes da
Silva et al. (2001b). This method was compared
with the results from the testing by Al-Jabri (1999),
with very reasonable correlation being obtained,
even under the restriction of an isothermal assump-
tion. An advantage of this method is that, at least for
end-plate connections, it is possible to take advan-
tage of the results of 20 to 30 years’ research which
has culminated in the component models provided in
EC3-1.8. Its principal disadvantage is that it is
aimed at producing only the rotational characteris-
tics of joints.

Figure 10: Component model under pure moment and axial force combined with moment.
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1.6 6.2 General Connection Element.

The second method is the more general one, of as-
sembling the components into a connection element
and using this within the numerical analysis software
directly. In this case no “rotational stiffness” is as-
signed to the connection, but any component for
which characteristics have been defined will mobi-
lise its own displacement degree of freedom as part
of the overall equilibrium of the joint.

In the context of whole-structure modelling in
fire, the justification for using a component-based
approach is more compelling than simply obtaining
reductions of rotational charactersitics. Structural
members will undergo considerable thermal expan-
sion in fire, with strains much greater than normal
yield strain levels for typical structural materials
such as steel. For exposed beams these expansions
will be resisted by restraint from columns, bracing,
building cores, attached slabs and adjacent structure.
In addition to this effect, the material weakens pro-
gressively as it heats, and thus the beam loses its ca-
pacity to resist its loads in bending. Thus beams
may be subjected, at different times during a fire, to:
¢ High compressive forces as heated beams expand

against restraint.

» Tensile forces close to the high-temperature ca-
pacity when bending action has been supplanted
as the main load-carrying mechanism by catenary
tension at very high temperatures.

+ Very high tensile forces as a member shrinks and
stiffens simultaneously during cooling.

The joints connecting the members to columns
are subjected to these high normal forces, in addition
to the vertical shear (for which they have probably
been designed at ambient temperature) and rotation.
It is therefore of limited use to attempt to model the
connections as part of a larger structure in fire condi-
tions on the basis of moment-rotation-temperature
characteristics alone. Clearly it is impractical to es-
tablish databases with full variation of moment, rota-
tion, temperature, normal force and normal deflec-
tion for a range of typical connections. However, if
a connection is modelled as its appropriate assembly
of components, each with an established nonlinear
temperature-dependent axial force-deflection charac-
teristic, this assembly can simply be placed at the
beam-end, connecting it to the column face, and the
mathematical linkage between the rotational and
normal degrees of freedom of the connection is re-
placed by the compatibility conditions between the
beam-end and the column-face. This reduces the
problem to one of establishing, either by modelling
or testing, the normal force-deflection characteristics
at different temperatures for the relatively simple
component springs.

This was the rationale which underpinned the
work by Spyrou et al. (2004%, 2004%) in developing
simplified force-deflection-temperature models for
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the tension and compression zones of end-plate con-
nections. He was able to demonstrate good correla-
tion with previous elevated-temperature moment-
rotation tests, but did not formulate a full connection
element, and of course at the time no test data was
available which included a net normal force on the
column through the connection. Other researchers
(Vimonsatit et al. 2006°, Tan et al. 2006) have de-
veloped complementary analytical descriptions for
primary mechanical components, so that an adequate
basis now exists for mechanical modelling of steel
beam-to-column end-plate joints, although there is
room for refinement of the component models.

Block (2006) has constructed a general compo-
nent-based connection element to be used in global
high-temperature frame analysis, using the basic
spring model shown in Fig. 11.

" |
;@—»u |

Figure 11: Spring model representing a typical joint.

This was developed from a simpler model by
Spyrou (2002) to represent a real end plate joint as a
number of discrete components: endplate in bending,
column flange in bending, bolts in tension, and col-
umn web in compression. The first three compo-
nents form the tension zone of the connection and
are combined as two T-stubs in series. An addi-
tional vertical shear spring, currently assumed to be
rigid in the absence of the necessary studies to pro-
duce a component model, is included in order to
transfer the vertical load from one node to another,
leaving the vertical and horizontal stiffnesses of the
element uncoupled.

An alternative to this approach would be to use a
diagonal component spring in a beam end-panel of
finite length, and since this is a direct analogy to the
tension field which carries shear to the connection
this has some attractions. Qian (2007) has investi-
gated this shear panel experimentally, over specific
ranges of web slendemess, but at the present time



this work has not yet produced a working model for
the beam-end shear component.

7 CONCLUSION

Some experimental validation of component
methods in fire conditions has been done by Simdes
da Silva (2001b), Al-Jabri (2005) and Block et al.
(2006). A typical comparison, in this case by Block,
using the general connection element with Leston-
Jones’s tests is shown in Fig. 12.

Steel temperature [°C]
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Bolt rows as a group
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Connection rotation [mrad]
Figure 12: Comparison of the element with high-temperature
tests BFEP 5 and BFEP 15 by Leston-Jones.

Although similar comparisons have been done by
others, in common with Block’s comparison they
suffer from the nature of the test evidence itself. As
has been stated previously, there is currently very lit-
tle data from furnace tests which include normal
force on the connection zone; this is clearly an ex-
tremely complex and potentially expensive form of
testing which is beyond the normal capabilities of
test furnaces. The tests by Liu et al. (2002) on
“rugby-post” frames were not really intended to im-
pose restraint conditions on the connections them-
selves but on the beam members, and so the joints
were protected in these tests. There is a clear need
for properly instrumented testing of connections un-
der the full range of combinations of moment and
normal force which would be experienced in framed
structures. The use of restraint to thermal expansion
in loaded frames such as Liu’s gives too limited a
range of combinations for validation of the compo-
nent-based models, because it is unlikely ever to be
feasible to test such frames of the range of spans
which are common in contemporary steel and com-
posite buildings.

Under many circumstances it is likely that both
the types of component modelling presented above
will produce very similar results when used in struc-
tural modelling. This will not be the case when con-
nections are relatively ductile, or when the normal
force (in either direction) dominates the connection

moment. This is especially important in full-
structure or extended substructure analysis, when
connection ductility in the sense normal to the col-
umn can allow enough beam deflection to reduce the
joint force to a level which can be sustained by the
connection. If this ductility is not present beam
forces in catenary action can be extremely high. The
full component-based connection model therefore al-
lows the designer to amend the connection detail so
that the required ductility is present without causing
fracture of parts of the connection.
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Fire analysis on steel portal frames damaged after earthquake according

to performance based design
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University of Naples Federico Il, Naples, Italy

ABSTRACT: The fire resistance of structures damaged after an earthquake represents an important study
field, since earthquakes are often followed by fires. Consequently, the effects of structural damage on both the
fire resistance and the collapse modes of structures must be estimated. This paper presents a methodology for
the evaluation of the post earthquake fire behaviour of structures. It is based on coupled thermal — structural
analyses carried out by means of the sophisticated finite element program ABAQUS. The state of earthquake
induced damage on structures, corresponding to pre-fixed performance levels, is firstly evaluated by means of
nonlinear static pushover analyses. The succeeding structural analyses under fire of the damaged structures
allow to correlate the fire behaviour to the seismic performance levels. Preliminary applications have con-

cerned simple steel portal frames.

1 INTRODUCTION

The behaviour in fire of structures which have been
damaged by earthquakes represents an important in-
vestigation field since in many cases fires break out
after a seismic event, giving rise to a real catastro-
phe. In fact negative effects of fires on structures
and human lives may be comparable to those of the
earthquake itself. Moreover, even in case no fire de-
velops immediately after an earthquake, the possibil-
ity of delayed fires affecting the structure must be
adequately taken into account, since the earthquake
induced damage makes the structure more vulner-
able to fire effects than the undamaged one. This is
because the consequence of fire on a structural sys-
tem is mainly a gradual decay of the mechanical
properties as far as temperature grows. It is apparent
that the more the structural behaviour is degraded af-
ter an earthquake the more time up to collapse due to
fire is short.

In recent years, a number of studies on the behav-
iour of steel structures damaged by earthquakes and
exposed to fires have been carried out (Della Corte
et al. 2001, 2003a, b, 2005; Faggiano et al. 2005). In
this framework, a series of further more refined nu-
merical investigations is ongoing, in order to achieve
a deeper knowledge of the problem. At this aim, the
finite element multi purpose computer program
ABAQUS v.6.5 (2004) has been used, which allows
to perform coupled thermal-displacement analyses,
so giving the possibility to reproduce, in a step-by-
step process, the actual phases of the modelled phe-

nomenon, from the application of the vertical loads
and the earthquake induced damage up to the expo-
sure of the structure to fire. In this paper the general
methodology of investigation is presented and a pre-
liminary application on simple steel portal frames il-
lustrated and discussed.

2 ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY

The aim of the study is to identify a method of
analysis for the evaluation of the fire behaviour of
structures already damaged by an earthquake, in
terms of fire resistance and collapse modes.

The seismic damage on the structures is deter-
mined according to the Performance-Based Earth-
quake-Resistant Design (SEAOC 1995), which
states the acceptability of various levels of damage
on the bases of the consequences on the user com-
munity, related to the expected return period of the
earthquake. In particular, four performance levels
are considered:

1 Fully Operational (FO), in which no damage oc-
curs — consequences on the building user com-
munity are negligible;

2 Operational (O), in which moderate damage to
non-structural elements and contents, and light
damage to structural elements occurs — the dam-
age does not compromise the safety of the build-
ing for the occupancy;

3 Life Safe (LS, damage state), in which moderate
damage to structural and non-structural elements
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occurs — the structure’s lateral stiffness and abil-
ity to resist additional lateral loads is reduced, but
some safety margins against collapse remain;

4 Near Collapse (NC, extreme state), in which the
lateral and vertical load resistance of the building
is substantially compromised - aftershocks could
result in partial or total collapse of the structure.

The corresponding engagements in terms of intersto-

rey drift (&/h, where & is the interstorey lateral dis-

placement and h is the interstorey height) and plastic
rotations (#) are also indicated; they are reported in

Table 1.

Table 1. Seismic performance levels of structures (SEAOC Vi-
sion 2000).

Performance  Interstorey drifts  Plastic rotations

level (8/h) (b, rad)

FO 0.002 — 0.005 0 (elastic range)

O 0.002 —0.01 =0 (negligible damage)
LS 0.01-0.02 0.01-0.03

NC 0.02-0.04 0.02-0.05

The analysis procedure is articulated in three differ-

ent phases:

1 Seismic pushover analysis of structures subjected
to vertical loads;

2 Identification of the performance levels, accord-
ing to the mentioned SEAOC indications;

3 Analysis under fire of the structures already dam-
aged by earthquake, starting from each previously
defined performance levels.

As examples for the application of the set up proce-
dure, simple steel portal frames are considered. In
particular, preliminary, the fire behaviour of the
study frames in presence of vertical design loads
only is analysed as reference case to be compared
with the damaged ones.

3 STUDY CASES

Four study cases are presented (Fig. 1). They are
simple steel portal frames, characterized by two dif-
ferent steel grades (S235 and S275) and different
span over height (L/H) ratios (L/H =1 and L/H = 2).
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Study case L H Steel Beam Column
[m] [m] grade size size
LH1S8235 3.5 3.5 S235 IPE180 HEBI180
LH1S8275 3.5 3.5 S275 IPE180 HEBI180
LH2S235 7.0 3.5 S235 IPE300 HEB300
LH28275 7.0 3.5 S275 IPE300 HEB300

Figure 1. Design data.
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The study structures are designed at both ultimate
(ULS) and serviceability (SLS) limit states accord-
ing to European standard rules for seismic design
(CEN 2004). The dead load is Gy = 4.5 kN/m” and
the live load is Qg = 2.0 kN/m?. For the seismic de-
sign, a PGA equal to 0.35g and an A-type soil are
considered. The assumed inter-axis is 3.0 m.

The design of structures is carried out considering
the steel grade S235, besides the same portal frames,
made of steel grade S275 are examined, allowing for
a larger structural overstrength. The latter is quanti-
fied as the inverse of the exploitation ratio Tsy¢/fy
(defined as the ratio between the maximum and the
yielding stresses at ULS). As long as the over-
strength is larger, the fire resistance increases. In
fact, since the fire effects on the structures mainly
consist of a strong reduction of the material me-
chanical properties, the overstrength gives a useful
information about the resistance reserves in the
structure: the more the structure is endowed with
such resistance supply, the more the resistance re-
duction (and the fire duration) must be large for
reaching the collapse. In Table 2 the exploitation ra-
tios for the study cases, calculated in the most en-
gaged section of both beams and columns, are evi-
denced.

Table 2. Exploitation ratios (os¢/fy).

Study case Beam Column
LH1S235 0.86 0.70
LH1S275 0.73 0.60
LH2S235 0.96 0.51
LH2S275 0.83 0.44

4 FEM MODELS

The numerical analyses are carried out by means of
the sophisticated finite element program ABAQUS
v.6.5 (2004), which allows to perform fully coupled
temperature — displacement transient analyses. Con-
sequently, the mechanical and thermal aspects of the
problem can be treated simultaneously and the mu-
tual interactions can be easily caught. This proce-
dure is different from the one usually applied in
thermal analyses where, for the sake of simplicity,
the heat transfer analysis and the structural one are
performed separately (uncoupled analyses). In par-
ticular, in such cases, the heat transfer analysis is
carried out as preliminary step, in order to evaluate
the temperature — time law within the structural ele-
ments; subsequently, the structural analysis under
design loads is carried out, by imposing to the mem-
ber the temperature variation obtained in the first
step.

The materials are modelled considering the de-
pendence of their physical and mechanical proper-
ties on the temperature, according to the indications
of Eurocode 3, part 1-2, related to the structural fire



design of steel structures (CEN 2003). In Figure 2
the adimensional yield stress and Young modulus,
scaled to their values at 20°C, are plotted in function
of the temperature (T).
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Figure 2. Mechanical properties of steel as a function of tem-
perature.

Fixed restraints are imposed at the base of the col-
umns; moreover an internal tie constraint, which
prevents relative motions between the adjacent sur-
faces, is applied to the beam-to-column connection,
in order to model a rigid node. No continuity plates
are located in the nodal area of the columns.

Tridimensional linear thermally coupled solid fi-
nite elements with reduced integration (C3D8RT)
are used in the model, which are endowed with both
translational and thermal degrees of freedom. The
finite element meshes of the study case portal frames
are shown in Figure 3.

b

Figure 3. FEM models of the LH1 and LH2 frames.

The vertical loads on the structures are modelled
through a uniform distributed pressure on the top
face of the beam flange (Fig. 3), whereas for the
pushover analyses increasing lateral displacements
are imposed at the top of the column.

The fire phenomenon is modelled by means of
the ISO834 standard curve (Fig. 4), which represents
the ambient temperature during the fire as a function
of time. The heat transmission due to radiation from
the ambient where the fire develops to the external
surfaces of the structural members is also modelled.
All the members surfaces are considered as exposed
to fire. The emissivity of steel is assumed equal to
0.5, which is an intermediate value between those of
zinc-plated and oxidized steel. The temperature
transmission within the structural members is mod-
elled by assigning the thermal conductivity, the mass
density and the specific heat of the material, as a
function of temperature according to Eurocode 3,
part 1-2 (CEN 2003).
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Figure 4. ISO834 fire standard curve.

5 FIRE EFFECTS UNDER VERTICAL LOADS

Preliminary fire analyses of structures in presence of
vertical loads only are carried out.

Figure 5 shows the values of temperature both in
the ambient, according to the ISO834 standard fire
curve, and in two points of the mid-span cross sec-
tion of the beam (M), namely the centre of mass (G)
and a point on the top flange superior surface (F),
during the first 20 minutes of analysis. It is possible
to observe that the temperature increment in the
beam is slower than that in the ambient (as it was
expected, due to the radiation heat transfer mecha-
nism) up to reach the ambient temperature in ap-
proximately 20 minutes; moreover the temperature
in the beam centre of mass grows more rapidly than
in the beam flange, due to a lower thermal inertia in
the beam web as respect to the beam flanges.

T amhient ------- TGLH1I - - - TFLHI

T GLH2 TFLH2

1000 | T[°C]

fune [=]

0 240 480 720 960 1200

Figure 5. Time — temperature curves during the first 20 min-
utes of fire.
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For all the examined structures the collapse condi-
tion is the formation of three plastic hinges in the
beam (beam mechanism — Fig. 6). The fire resis-
tance is calculated as the time necessary for reaching
a 0.05 rad plastic rotation in the most engaged plas-
tic hinge.

Figure 6. Beam mechanisms for the frames collapsed in fire in
presence of vertical loads.

in the columns than in the beams can favour the
beam mechanism collapse mode.

6 SEISMIC PUSHOVER ANALYSES

The seismic pushover analyses of the study struc-

tures in presence of vertical loads are carried out in

order to define the state of earthquake induced dam-
age corresponding to the pre-fixed performance lev-
els.

In particular, the considered performance levels
are quantitatively defined as it follows:

— Fully Operational (FO): &h = 0.5%;

— Operational (O): 8/h = 1.0%;

— Life Safe (LS): 6/h=2.0%;

— Near Collapse (NC): two conditions have been
considered: &/h = 3.0% (NC;); maximum plastic
hinge rotation equal to 0.05 rad (NC»).

The results are presented in terms of the capacity
curve, such as base shear (V) versus lateral drift
(6/h) at the beam centre of mass (Figs. 7-10). For
each performance level, the distribution of inelastic
deformation within the frame and the amount of
plastic rotations at the nodes are indicated. Each per-
formance level is also associated with the PGA of
the earthquake inducing the corresponding damage
state.

In Table 3 the fire resistance of the study portal L2 v [kN) LIS

frames is reported with relation to the geometrical Lo LS N M,

ratio L/H, the overstrength fj/trsq and the S/V ratios, 84 1 % T I—' — 1 =

the latter being the massivity ratio, such as the ratio Ll & By A & &

between the lateral surface and the volume, per unit al 'Y 33 ¥ -r 3

length, of a structural member. ] 3 L | ; ! ] 31 [96]
0 ; — — ¢ = — 1

Table 3. Fire resistance of portal frames in presence of vertical J ! : L i 5 6 !

loads. _ A FL L B B Bm

Study L/H S/V fy/osq R [min] P - P o 0007 o

case Beam Column Beam Column | 2 O o * 0L *

LH1S235 1 291 159 1.79 222 1424 4 14 (s (AT o 0058

LH1S275 1 291 159 2.10 2.60 15°20” R i i iR AN b ania .05

LH2S235 2 215 116 1.56 189 15723 T = A e T T

LH2S275 2 215 116 1.82 2.22 16’107

On the basis of the obtained results, it can be ob-
served that the fire resistance of the selected portal
frames in presence of vertical loads increases as the
L/H ratio increases and the S/V ratio decreases.
Moreover, for each frame geometry, to an over-
strength increment (due to the higher steel grade) of
about 15%, the corresponding fire resistance incre-
ment is of about 5%; for each steel grade, to a mas-
sivity ratio decrement due to larger size members
(i.e. different frame geometry) of about 35%, the
corresponding fire resistance increment is of about
5%. It is worth noticing that the larger overstrength
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Figure 7. Pushover curve for the LH1S235 study case.



the design seismic force is smaller than the one in-
ducing the Fully Operational condition and the over-
strength is not so large to allow the elastic behaviour
up to the conventional FO force.

In all cases the collapse occurs as global mecha-
nism, with the formation of plastic hinges at the col-
umn bases and at the beam ends.

7 FIRE AFTER EARTHQUAKE ANALYSES

The damaged states of the structures, characterizing
the performance levels, are considered as initial con-
figurations for the fire analysis, aiming at the
evaluation of the effect of the seismic induced dam-
age on the fire resistance and the collapse mode of
the study structures.

The seismic damage to the structure is produced
by imposing, at the top of the column, a displace-
ment corresponding to the selected performance
level. Then, the imposed displacement is removed
and the elastic part of that displacement recovered.

The fire is applied on the permanent deformed
configuration.

The performance levels considered as starting
points for the fire applications are FO, O, LS and
NC;. In all cases the collapse condition, assumed for
the determination of the fire resistance of the struc-
ture, is the NC,, i.e. achievement of a 0.05 rad plas-
tic rotation in at least one hinge of the structure.

The results of the fire analyses on the structures
damaged by earthquake are shown in Table 4. In
particular, for each performance level, the fire resis-
tance and the cross section where the 0.05 rad plastic
hinge develops are indicated.

Table 4. Fire resistance of seismic damaged structures.
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Figure 10. Pushover curve for the LH2S275 study case.

Portal Performance  Fire resistance 0.05 plastic
frame level R [min] hinge
LHI S235 FO 14’ 24> M

(¢ 14 22~ M

LS 14’ 20~ D

NC, 14° 18~ D
LHI S275 FO 15’ 20~ M

(¢ 15718~ M

LS 15715~ D

NC, 15° 13~ D
LH2 S235 FO 1523~ M

(¢ 1523~ M

LS 15’ 20~ D

NC, 15 16”7 D
LH2 S275 FO 16’ 10” M

(¢ 16’ 10” M

LS 16> 07” D

NC, 16 05” D

From the analysis of results it can be noticed that for
frames designed with S235 steel grade some extent
of inelastic deformation, although a very modest
one, occurs already at the FO level. This is because

In all cases the collapse mechanism is a beam
mechanism. In Figure 11 the collapse conditions
achieved in fire starting from the NC; performance
level are shown.
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From the analysis of the results the following ob-
servations can be drawn:

— Fully Operational performance level: essentially
no damage is present; the fire resistance and the
collapse mechanisms are those of the undamaged
structure;

— Operational performance level: the damage is
negligible; the fire resistance and the collapse
mechanism are substantially the same as respect
to the FO level.

— Life Safe and Near Collapse (NC;) performance
levels: the damage is significant; there is a small
reduction of the fire resistance; as respect to the
undamaged structure the 0.05 rad plastic hinge
moves from the beam mid-span to the beam-to-
column node D. The small reduction in terms of
fire resistance is justified considering that, al-
though the structure presents an initial damage
state which would lead towards a global collapse
mechanism, the fire application induces a beam
collapse mode and the critical plastic hinge is the
one at the beam-to-column node D.

]

Figure 11. Fire after NC, earthquake collapse modes.

8 CONCLUSIVE REMARKS AND FURTHER
DEVELOPMENTS

A methodology for the analysis of the behaviour of
structures subjected to fire after being damaged by
the earthquake has been set up and proposed.

The evaluation tool, such as a refined software
for structural analysis which allows to carry out
coupled temperature — displacement analyses, has
been used. Therefore, the earthquake induced dam-
age state, corresponding to different performance
levels of the structure, has been characterized by
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means of nonlinear static pushover analyses. Then,
the effect of fire on the damaged structures, in terms
of both fire resistance and mode of collapse, has
been evaluated.

As a first step of a campaign of numerical inves-
tigations aimed at evaluating, by means of coupled
temperature — displacement analyses, the post earth-
quake fire resistance of steel frames, the methodol-
ogy has been applied to simple structural schemes
such as steel portal frames. Further studies are
needed and will be carried out, in order to have a
deeper comprehension of the study phenomenon.
First of all, parametrical analyses will be performed,
focusing on the influence of some parameters such
as the span-to-height L/H ratio, the overstrength, the
massivity S/V ratio. Then, the analyses will be ex-
tended to multi-span multi-storey moment resisting
steel frames, where also the influence of the fire po-
sition in the frame will be evaluated.
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Precious and Cossfire: Two RFCS projects on joints subjected to fire

J.-M. Franssen & F. Hanus
University of Liege, Belgium

ABSTRACT: Various experimental works have been carried out on the behaviour of steel connections for
steel and composite structures under standard fire conditions around Europe, but global systematic analysis is
still missing to give fully confident and practical design rules of steel connections exposed to fire conditions.
Moreover, the behaviour of connections could be very different from the behavior shown under standard fire,
either after seismic loading or under natural fire conditions. RFCS has funded two projects aiming at under-
standing the behavior of joints under fire and integrating some simple design rules in the fire parts of Euro-
codes 3 and 4. PRECIOUS studies the residual fire resistance of some composite connections after they have
been submitted to a seismic loading. It is intended to develop fundamental data, design procedures and pro-
motion of two types of ductile and fire-resistant composite beam-to-column joints. COSSFIRE seeks to ob-
tain a better understanding about the fire behaviour of steel connections, and to develop simple design rules
for European application on connections of steel structures when exposed to fire, covering both natural and

standard fire conditions.
1 PRECIOUS

1.1 Partners of the project

The project started in July 2003. The coordinator
is the University of Trento (Italy). The other con-
tractors are the University of Pisa (Italy), Ferriere
Nord (Italy), Arcelor (Luxemburg), the University of
Navarra (Spain), BRE (UK) and the University of
Liege (Belgium).

1.2 Objectives

Precious considers the situation of an earthquake
immediately followed by significant conflagrations.
The first step is the definition and the design of con-
figurations of joints for seismic and fire loadings.
Scope of the second step is the analysis of the me-
chanical and thermal behaviour of the chosen ty-
pologies and the extension of the numerical investi-
gation to other types of precast structural assemblies
in order to cover a broader range of structural types.
The aim of the third step is the derivation of design
procedures and the promotion of the investigated
joint solutions.

1.3 Tests procedure

Since this project intends to analyse the behaviour
of joints under fire after having been submitted to an
earthquake, fire tests have to be undertaken on dam-
aged specimens. University of Trento performed a
series of tests under monotonic and cyclic loading

tha made possible the definition of a monotonic
loading equivalent to seismic excitations in terms of
damage. Then, BRE performed fire tests under stan-
dard ISO curve on identical specimens that were
pre-damaged by a monotonic loading.

1.4 Type I joint

The original lay-out of type 1 joint is the one al-
ready defined in previous research programmes.
This choice is taken since the joint performed well
under seismic loading. Then the joint has been modi-
fied to take into account the situation in which a fire
followed an earthquake.

This joint consists in an extended end-plate with
four bolts rows connecting a composite beam to a
partially reinforced-concrete-encased column with I-
section. One bolt row is situated above the upper
beam flange and thermally protected by the concrete
slab which enable a slower decrease of resistance of
the most stressed bolt row. Stiffeners are welded be-
tween the column flanges at the same levels as the
beam flanges.

Two types of slabs were tested. The first one is a
composite steel-concrete slab with high ductile re-
bars, electrowelded meshes and profiled steel sheet-
ings (Figure 1). The second one is a prefabricated
concrete slab with high ductile rebars, electrowelded
meshes and electrowelded lattice girders (Figure 2).

Fire tests performed by BRE were simulated nu-
merically with the software SAFIR. The same
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boundary conditions as

those measured during the

experimental test were applied.

Figure 1 : Temperature after
profiled slab

TIME: 1800 sec

30 minutes in joint 1 with a steel

Table 1 shows a good correlation between ex-
perimental and numerical results.
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Table 1 : Comparison between experimental and numerical
temperatures in joint 1 with steel profiled slab
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fabricated concrete slab
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30 minutes in joint 1 with a pre-

1200

1000

o
=
S

SN
)

—o— Beam Test BRE

—o— Beam SAFR
—=— Connection Test BRE|__|

X Connection SAFIR
—o— Slab Test BRE
—=— Slab SAFR

LAV e e

reere
P
e 5 i R A

0
0.00 10.00

20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 70.00

Time (minutes)

Table 2 : Comparison between experimental and numerical
temperatures in joint 1 with prefabricated slab

1.5 Type 2 joint

In the joint 2, a double-T profiled beam is con-
nected to a concrete filled tubular column with cir-
cular hollow steel section. A vertical fin-plate and
two horizontal triangular plates are welded to the
column by the edges.

Temperature distribution after 30 minutes in the
joint is given in Figure 3.

TIME: 1800 sec
869.20
L e
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Figure 3 : Temperature after 30 minutes in joint 2 with steel
profiled slab



2 COSSFIRE

2.1 Partners of the project

CTICM (France) is the coordinator of this project
that started in July 2006. The other contractors are
Efectis Nederland (The Netherlands), Corus (UK),
CSM (Italy) and the University of Li¢ge (Belgium).

2.2 Background

During the last decades, the fire research projects
carried out on steel buildings have been focused
firstly on the fire behaviour of single structural
members such as [1,2,3] and then on the behaviour
of global steel structures [4,5].

More recently, specific projects [6,7] have been
carried out with the intention of developing design
tools in order to provide a possibility of assessing
the global behaviour of steel structures [8,9] sub-
jected to fire, in particular under natural fire condi-
tions.

As a consequence of important findings using
global structural analysis, partially fire protected or
fully fire unprotected steel and composite structures
have been built more and more extensively around
Europe. However, in the assessment of global be-
haviour of buildings or civil works, not enough at-
tention has been paid to the behaviour of steel con-
nections under real fire conditions which is one of
the key factors to ensure the integrity function of
global steel structures during the whole period of
fire. According to available experiment data ob-
tained in recent ECSC research projects [4,5], steel
and composite connections could become a weak
point under fire situation. The natural fire tests
within a fire compartment of steel and concrete
composite floor building in Cardington (UK) [4] as
well as within an open car park (France) [5] have
clearly demonstrated the risk of connection failure
during real fires.
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Figure 4 : State of art about the existing research work on con-
nections in fire

In fact, it has been found that the forces and de-
formation of steel structures in a fire are very differ-
ent from those caused by the design load cases at
room temperature and the damage of connection
could occur particularly during the cooling stage of
the fire because the plastically deformed steel beams
contract significantly and create important tension
forces as indicated in some analytical investigations
such as in [10]. Moreover, the repair of the damaged
connections could be expensive or even impossible.
On the contrary, some types of connections behaved
surprisingly well, without any problem, during all
stages of fire. Therefore questions arise about the
appropriate type of connection to be used to get a
full performant integrated steel structure during both
heating and cooling phases of fire.

Rupture of bolls
during caaling

Figure 5 : Rupture of bolts of steel connections during real
fires

The collapse of WTC Twin Towers on the 11" of
September 2001 has also left a quite important doubt
about the consequence of connection failure. Some
experts have alleged that the failure of connections
between truss beams and edge columns has played a
significant role in the final global collapse of the
above two towers. Furthermore, the damaged con-
nections (for example, distorted bolts and holes
bearing) were documented as a failure mode by the
investigating team regarding WTCS5, a 45 storey
building which collapsed several hours after WTC1
and WTC2 due to the sole effect of fire. Because of
the various questions arisen about the failure mecha-
nism of these buildings, the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (USA) has initiated an
international collaborative project in the scope of
CIB W14 [11] . In this project, it is mentioned :
“Current design methods, as the fire parts of Struc-
tural Eurocodes are mainly based on fire resistance
of single components and account very seldom for
the behaviour of inter-component connections.
Moreover, the role of structural connections to en-
able load transfer during a fire is not yet well known
and consequently generally ignored in structural de-

sign”.
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Another important parameter influencing the fire
resistance of composite floors is the connection con-
ditions between the composite or concrete slab and
edge steel members (edge beams and columns). It
has been clearly shown in a previous ECSC project
[6] by means of numerical analysis that a good con-
nection will lead to a much better fire resistance of
the floor due to the membrane effect created by this
connection. Nevertheless, how to achieve these so
called good connections under fire connections by
the most economic construction details is far from
clear. In addition, for the time being, there is an im-
portant lack of available technical data (both ex-
perimental and analytical) in this field.

2.3 Work programme and objectives

The work programme of this project includes :

- a detailed bibliographic analysis of both test
results and calculation models on connec-
tions under standard fire conditions ;

- some tests under natural fire heating condi-
tions (including the cooling phase) on con-
nection components, such as welding and
bolts, on full structural steel joints and on
connections between concrete slabs to bor-
der steel members in case of composite steel
members ;

- numerical simulations of existing available
experimental data on steel connection as
well as the fire tests to be performed within
the scope of both this project and the col-
laborative project of CIB W14 mentioned
previously ;

- development of simple design rules as well
as practical design guidance on various
commonly used types of connections for fire
situations.
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Behaviour of a cast in-situ concrete structure during a compartment fire

M. Gillie & T. Stratford
University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom

ABSTRACT: In July 2006 a full-scale compartment fire was set in an existing block of flats in Dalmarnock
Glasgow. Prior to ignition the structure surrounding the compartment was heavily instrumented and with de-
flection gauges, thermocouple and strain gauges. The fire itself was also carefully monitored. The resulting
data set is the first to describe the behaviour of a concrete structure in fire through a complete heating-cooling
cycle. This paper presents the data captured by the instrumentation associated with the structural aspects of

the test.

1 INTRODUCTION

This paper describes the structural aspects of a
fire test that took place at 4 Millerfield Place, Dal-
marnock, Glasgow on 25" July 2006 on a cast in-
situ concrete structure. This paper is one of several
that will report on the range of experiments carried
out during July 2006 at Dalmarnock (“The Dalmar-
nock Fire Tests”).

The conventional method of testing structures for
fire resistance has been to subject single structural
elements to a Standard Fire Test (BS476, 1987) and
thus obtain a fire resistance rating in the form of a
time to failure. This approach has been severely
criticised in a number of ways, such as those dis-
cussed by Drysdale (1998), however, it is still
widely used. From a structural engineering point of
view, one of the most serious criticisms is that the
manner and time to failure of a single structural ele-
ment in a furnace test bears little relation to the time
to failure of a complete structural system. Furnace
tests therefore do not provide the information needed
to undertake performance-based designs of struc-
tures for resisting fire. Over the last ten years a con-
siderable amount of work has been undertaken into
understanding the global behaviour of steel and
steel-concrete composite structures in fire (e.g. Bai-
ley and Moore 2000; Elghazouli et al 2000, Gillie et
al 2001; Huang et al 2003). This work has included
both gathering of experimental data and analysis of
that data. As a result, the knowledge and computa-
tional tools available are now adequate for perform-
ance-based designs of this kind of structure to be
undertaken with confidence (e.g. Arup Fire, 2003).

By contrast, the understanding of the global be-
haviour of concrete structures has received relatively
little attention. This is in part due to the lack of ex-
perimental data on complete concrete structures in
fire and in part due to the difficulties associated with
numerical modelling of concrete structures. Fire
tests on complete concrete structures are infrequent.

Prior to the Dalmarnock test discussed here, the
most complete set of test data available was that
produced by a fire test on the RC frame at Carding-
ton, UK (Bailey, 2002; Canisius et al, 2003). Unfor-
tunately, however, this test suffered from instrumen-
tation failure prior to the end of the test and so the
dataset is incomplete. More recently, a number of
tests have been conducted on model-scale concrete
slabs with the aim of verifying design methods for
composite structures in fire (Bailey and Toh, 2006).
The test described in this paper is believed to be
first fire test on a concrete structure in which all of
the following applied:
¢ the fire load was “real”, resulting from office
furniture being burnt rather than from burn-
ing wooden cribs or gas,
¢ Dboth the fire and structural behaviour were
monitored and well documented,
e the structure was a complete building rather
than a structural element or set of elements,
¢ data relating to the fire behaviour and struc-
tural behaviour was recorded during both the
heating and cooling phases of the fire.

The test has therefore provided both a valuable
description of the behaviour of concrete structure in
fire but also a unique set of data with which it will
be possible to benchmark numerical tools.

2 THE STRUCTURE

The Dalmarnock structure was built in 1964 as a
residential tower block. The 23-storey building was
made of cast in-situ reinforced concrete and each of
the upper floors contained 6 flats. Figure 1 gives a
general view of the structure. The fire test was con-
ducted in a flat on the fourth floor with the fire com-
partment being in the living room of the flat. A plan
view of the flat is shown in Fig. 2 and details of the
living room are given in Fig. 3. The room was in one
corner of the structure and so had two external walls.
The shorter of these was load bearing. The second
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was largely non-load bearing, although it did contain
two structural columns. Of the internal walls one
was structural and the second a light-weight partition
wall dividing the fire compartment from a kitchen of
the flat; this wall performed no structural function
but prevented high temperatures on its outer side.
The details of the support conditions of the slab
above the fire compartment were, therefore, quite
complex. However, the heated slab may be consid-
ered approximately as one-way spanning between
fixed supports. All these details are indicated in the
Fig. 3. The ceiling height was 2.4m

The nominal thickness of the slab was 150mm
and a survey using ground penetrating radar indi-
cated that it contained mesh reinforcement near its
lower surface over its entire area, with addition rein-
forcement near the top surface adjacent to the sup-
ports.

3 THE TEST SET-UP

3.1 The Fire Load

The fire load in the compartment consisted of office
furnishing, with the main fire load coming from a
sofa placed in the middle of the compartment. This
burnt in a # manner and produced a peak heat re-
lease rate of 800kW after 1300s. Other items of fur-
niture included bookshelves filled with paper, a
desk, computer and chair. The fire was started by
the ignition of a waster paper basket next to the sofa.

Ventilation to the compartment was provided by
an open door to the rest of the flat and, in the later
stages of the fire by the openings left by breaking
windows.

3.2 Instrumentation

Data recorded for the structural aspects of the test
included deflections of the ceiling and one wall of
the fire compartment; strains on the upper surface of
the ceiling of the compartment and temperatures
within the ceiling of the compartment.

Deflection measurements were taken with LVDT
displacement transducers. To monitor the deflec-
tions of the ceiling of the fire compartment an array
of 9 transducers were mounted on scaffold bars in
the room above fire. The arrangement is shown in
Fig 4 with each deflection gauge being assigned a
letter for ease of identification. Each deflection
gauge was identified by a capital letter and its coor-
dinates noted in the x-y system indicated in the fig-
ure. The scaffold bars were supported on the edge
of the floor slab in this room and so the deflections
recorded are changes relative to the edge of the slab;
any global change in the height of floor was not cap-
tured. The windows of this room were sealed to en-
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sure that hot gases did not enter and affect the in-
strumentation. Using a similar method, horizontal
deflections of the internal structural wall of the fire
compartment were monitored by three transducers
from a room adjacent to the fire (Fig. 2). As this
room filled with hot gases in the later stages of the
test, the recordings from these transducers are not
entirely reliable, however, as shown below, the de-
flections appear negligibly small.

Slab temperature measurements were taken by
means of thermocouples at six locations in the ceil-
ing above the fire compartment. At each location
temperatures were recorded at four depths in the
slab. Details are given in Fig. 5 where each group of
thermocouples are assigned a Greek letter for identi-
fication. The thermocouples were inserted in to the
slab by drilling an 18mm diameter hole through its
entire depth, inserting the thermocouples and then
filling the remaining space with cementitious grout.
Care was taken to ensure that a small layer of grout
was present between the lowest thermocouple and
fire compartment so that the temperature measure-
ments were those of the slab and not the hot gases.
The locations of thermocouples within the depth of
the slab is shown in the inset to Fig 5.

Strain measurements were taken at 22 locations
on the upper surface of the ceiling of the fire com-
partment as shown in Fig 6. Strains were recorded
by resistance strain gauges and the results later cor-
rected for temperature variations using the manufac-
turer’s correction curves. Temperatures were esti-
mated from the nearest thermocouple to each of the
strain gauges.

3.3 Test Procedure

Key events in the test are shown in Table 1.

4 RESULTS

Thermocouple readings from within the ceiling slab
are plotted in Fig 7. It is clear from these plots
firstly that the locations at which highest tempera-
tures occurred within the area of the slab were very
localized and secondly that the a steep thermal gra-
dient was produced in the slab. The readings at lo-
cation alpha are anomalous and it is suspected that
this is due to a failure of instrumentation.

The highest temperatures are recorded away from
the window of the compartment at locations delta
and epsilon. This occurred due to the ventilation to
the fire initially being supplied via the doorway; it
was only later in the fire that ventilation was avail-
able through the window of the compartment. The
localized nature of the heating is significant since it
is almost always assumed when performing calcula-
tions to determine the behaviour of heated structural
elements that there is no spatial variation of tem-



perature. These results show such an assumption
does not hold.

The high thermal capacity of concrete is illus-
trated by the manner in which the lower surface of
the slab is heated much more rapidly and to higher
temperatures than the internal part. It is also notice-
able that the temperature of the lower surface of the
slab dropped rapidly at all locations from around
1500s. This was due to fire-fighters spraying cold
water on the slab when the fire was being extin-
guished. The internal portions of the slab main-
tained their temperatures despite fire fighting activi-
ties, indeed, the upper layers of the slab continued to
get hotter even after the fire was completely extin-
guished.

The vertical deflections of the floor slab are
shown in Figs 9 where it can be seen that the peak
deflection at the centre of the slab was around 10mm
and that 4mm of this deflection was recovered on
cooling. Deflection gauges located towards each of
the walls of the compartment recorded lower deflec-
tions in each case. It is notable that gauge C re-
corded negative (upward) deflections from around
1500s. It is believed that this resulted from a crack
forming in the slab that effectively moved the sup-
port from the wall to slightly inside the fire com-
partment. The very small deflections recorded for
horizontal deflections of the internal wall of the
compartment (Fig. 9) suggest the heating of this wall
was small in comparison with the compartment ceil-
ing.

Strain gauge data is shown in Fig. 10. In general
the curves indicate similar behaviour to the deflec-
tion readings with peak strain occurring just before
fire-fighters entered the compartment. It is notice-
able that some gauges suggest increasing strains dur-
ing the cooling phase (e.g. gauges 7b andlc). The
reasons for this are not entirely clear, however, it
may be due to local thermal expansion of some areas
of the slab resulting in compression in other areas.
This is one question that future numerical modelling
of the test will aim to answer with certainty.

5 CONCLUSIONS

A full-scale fire test was undertaken on a concrete
structure and a complete set of experimental data re-
corded. The data highlights that there may be con-
siderable differences in temperature within a heated
concrete structure due to the localized nature of
compartment fires. This is in contrast to the as-
sumptions made in most design procedures.

The set of data collected will allow for future nu-
merical modelling of the test so that greater under-
standing of the behaviour of concrete structures in
fire can be obtained.

6 REFERENCES

Arup Fire (2003) Mincing Lane, Structural Fire Engineering,
Over Arup and Partners Ltd, London.

Bailey CG (2002), Holistic behaviour of concrete buildings in
fire, Proc of the Inst. of Civil Engineers, Structures and
Buildings pp199-212.

Bailey CG and Moore DB (2000), The structural behaviour of
steel frames with composite floor slabs subject to fire: Part 1:
Theory. The Structural Engineer, 78(11) 19 —27.

Bailey CG and Toh WS (2006), Experimental behaviour of
concrete floor slabs at ambient and elevated temperatures.
Proc of the 4" International Workshop Structures in Fire,
Aviero, Portugal, editor PV Real.

BS476 (1987), BS 476 Fire tests on building materials and
structures parts 20-22, British Standards Institution, UK

Canisius TDG, Matthews SL, Waleed N (2003), Evaluation of
effects of the fire test on Cardington concrete building, Proc
of the CIB-CTBUH International Conf of Tall Buildings, 20-
23" Oct Malaysia, CIB publication No. 290.

Drysdale D(1998), An Introduction to Fire Dynamics, 2™ Ed.
Wiley

Elghazouli AY, Izzuddin BA and Richardson AJ (2000), Nu-
merical modelling of the structural behaviour of composite
buildings, Fire Safety Journal 35279-297.

Gillie M, Usmani AS and Rotter J]M (2001), A structural
analysis of the first Cardington test. Journal of Construc-
tional Steel Research 57(6) 581-601.

Huang Z, Burgess IW and Plank RJ (2003), Modeling mem-
brane action of concrete slabs in composite buildings in fire
IL: validations. Journal of Structural Engineering 129(8)
1103-1112.

Lamont S, Lane B, Flint GR, Usmani AS (2006), Behaviour of
structures in fire and real design — a case study, Journal of
Fire Protection Engineering 16(1) 5-35.

-

_ha) . ..
Figure 1. 3 Millerfield Pl, where the Dalmarnock fire tests were
conducted.

47



Table 1. The timing of key events during the fire test.

Clock Time Time from ignition (s) Event
12:23:00 0 Ignition
12:23:09 9 Cushions ignite
12:23:15 15 Researchers and firemen leave compartment, front door closed
12:26:06 186 Smoke visible in main corridor
12:27:35 275 Bookcase ignites
12:28:00 300 Aerosol Can Explodes
12:28:00-12:28:30 300-330 Flashover
12:28:15 315 Flames project to flat corridor ceiling, low visibility in main corridor
12:28:23 323 Ignition of paper lamp and table papers
12:36:21 801 Window breakage
12:41:00 1080 External flaming
12:42:00 1140 Firemen enter and tackle fire
12:45:00 1320 Mostly Smoldering

Wall deflection measured _'

on this wall

flat

Fire set in living room of

Non-structural

wall
tween kitchen and living room

be-

Doors to kitchen and
hall left open during test

Figure 2. Extract from the Dalmarnock tower blueprints showing the layout of the flat in which the fire test took place.

A

Figure 3. Plan of the fire compartment..
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Non-linear modelling of reinforced concrete beams subjected to fire

V. Gribniak, D. Bacinskas & G. Kaklauskas

Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Lithuania

ABSTRACT: This paper presents a strategy of numerical simulation of reinforced concrete members exposed
to high temperatures and subjected to external loading. Finite element modelling of full load-deflection
behaviour of experimental reinforced concrete beams reported in the literature has been carried out. A
constitutive model based on Eurocode 2 specifications has been used in the analysis. Comparison of
numerical simulation and test results has shown reasonable accuracy.

1 INTRODUCTION

During the last 20 years, concrete have evolved to
provide better performances and also to a greater
specialization in their field of application. The
changes made in the composition of the mixes
(reduction of water content, use of superplasticizers,
optimization of grain size distribution, addition of
fibers, etc.) lead to striking improvements in many
properties such as strength, early strength increase,
rheology of fresh concrete, ductility and
compactness. The latter yields in most cases a better
durability, but it may also lead to a brittle behaviour
of such concrete in fire conditions (Kalifa et al.
2000).

There are many buildings and civil engineering
works under construction, which are at risk of fire. A
few dramatic accidents in recent past have prompted
investigations in the field of safety of reinforced

concrete structures subjected to a fire. Fires in
railway Channel Tunnel (Fall, 1996), in the road
tunnels of Mont Blanc (France/Italy 1999), in
Ostankino Tower (Moscow, 2000), in the Twin
Towers (NY, 2001), in 32-story skyscraper in
Astana (Kazakhstan, 2006) should be mentioned
(see Figure 1). In all cases, the load-bearing capacity
of structure in the actual fire conditions is of primary
importance for the evacuation of persons, as well as
for the safety of rescue teams.

The analysis of the behaviour of load-bearing
members under high temperature conditions is very
complicated (Kaklauskas & Ghaboussi, 2001).
Various factors that influence the behaviour of the
members need to be taken into account, including:
variation of member temperature with time,
variation of temperature over the cross section and
along the member, temperature effects on material
properties, material nonlinearity and etc.

Figure 1. Fires in the Ostankino Tower (Moscow, 2000), in the
Twin Towers (New York, 2001) and in the skyscraper in
Astana (Kazakhstan, 2006).
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Figure 2. The loading confi gurationé and specimen dimensions.

Because of the nonlinear nature of the problem,
closed-form solutions usually cannot be found by the
trivial way (Bazant & Kaplan, 1996). The nonlinear
behaviour of a member under elevated temperature
conditions can be simulated using the numerical
methods (Kaklauskas, 2004; Bacinskas et al., 2004).

This paper presents a strategy of numerical
simulation of reinforced concrete (RC) members
exposed to high temperatures and subjected to
mechanical loading. Full load-deflection behaviour
of experimental reinforced concrete beams was
modelled by the finite element software MSC.Marc
(MSC.Marc, 2003). A constitutive model based on
Eurocode 2 specifications for fire design (prENV,
2001) has been used in the analysis. Comparison of
numerical simulation and test results has been
carried out.

2 FIRE TESTS OF TYPICAL RC BEAMS

Present analysis employs experimental data (Shi et
al., 2002) of RC beams subjected to external loading
at elevated temperatures. Specimens were heated on
three surfaces (the bottom and two lateral surfaces).
They were tested in the temperature-force path: first
heated up to a fixed temperature, and then loaded to
failure. As the loading time was very short compared
to its heating time, the thermal duration effect during
loading can be neglected. The paper includes
modelling results of three beams, first exposed to
temperatures of 20°, 400° and 600°C, respectively,
and then subjected to external loading.

The loading configuration and specimen
dimensions are shown in Figure 2. The mean
compressive cube strength of concrete is 29.45 MPa.
The low-carbon plain steel bars with diameter 10
mm and yield stress 270 MPa at room temperature
were used as tensile and compressive reinforcement,
while those with diameter 4 mm and yield stress 289
MPa at room temperature were used as stirrups. The
specimen tensile steel ratio was 0.95% and the
stirrup spacing was 80 mm.

The temperature distribution was measured
along the cross-section dept at 20 mm from the
lateral surface and across section width at 75 mm
from specimen soffit.
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3 THERMO-MECHANICAL PROPERTIES OF
MATERIALS

The reliability of a fire analysis results is strongly
affected by the choice of the constitutive laws of
materials and the values of their thermo-mechanical
parameters. In the present numerical model, the
material properties are considered to be temperature-
dependent. This section describes constitutive
models for concrete and steel assumed in the finite
element analysis. The constitutive relationships are
based on Eurocode 2 specifications (prENV, 2001)
and recommendations (Purkiss, 1996).

3.1 Thermal properties used in the analysis

The classical equation of heat transfer is as follows:
vT |:|=:|“.:H|']—H;; K—?L/[_'pcv:l (1)

where 8 = space-dependent temperature and k =
temperature-dependent thermal diffusivity. It should
be noted that the thermal diffusivity is related to the
density, p, the thermal conductivity, & and the
specific heat ¢,. In the present analysis, density for
concrete as well as for steel was taken as a constant
value.

3.1.1 Concrete

Thermal properties of concrete are dependent on the
mix proportions, the type of aggregate, the moisture
content and age of concrete. The specific heat was
calculated by the following equation (Purkiss, 1996):

- SNt )
¢, (81-900-80 — —4| — 1 (2)
’ 120, 4120, kg'C_
and the thermal conductivity (prENV, 2001) was
taken as
. A T rog o -
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3.1.2 Reinforcement

The values of the properties concerned are sensibly
independent on the strength or grade of the steel.
The specific heat and the thermal conductivity as



functions of temperature (MSC.Marc, 2003) are
shown in Figure 3.

3.2 Mechanical properties used in the analysis

To determinate the structural response in a fire, it is
necessary to be able to formulate constitutive laws
for the mechanical behaviour of the relevant
materials at elevated temperatures. A complete
formulation is required only where a full analysis is
undertaken to calculate  deformations and
displacements. Where it is only necessary to
calculate load capacity then a more limited data set
can be utilized. Indeed, much early work on
evaluating material behaviour was directed to
determining specific properties such as tensile
strength of steel or compressive strength of concrete
at elevated temperatures. It was only much later that
the need for numerical models was appreciated.

3.2.1 Concrete

The material model describes the behaviour of
heated and loaded concrete in mathematical terms. It
is based on the stress-strain relationships of heated
concrete. The strain components can be modelled
using the superposition theory whereby the total
strain is considered to be the sum of various strain
components:

ot — Eo [.f':-_'r"-_"ﬁ\.]"' Eih ‘:a\.]_ Eer ':G’ a’t:"" Epy ':-':-_'aa:' 4)
where g, = total strain; &, = stress-related strain; g,
= thermal strain; £, = creep strain; &, = transient
strain; & = temperature; ¢ = time; G = stress; ¢'
stress history. The superposition theory has been
particularly useful in the analysis of the strain

components at high temperature and has been found
to be applicable experimentally (Bazant & Kaplan,
1996). Each of the terms of Equation 4 is described
below.

The model of the stress-strain relationships is
given in Figure 4. On the compression side, the
curve consists of a parabolic branch followed by a
descending curve until crushing occurs. On the
tension side, the curve consists of a bilinear diagram.
An initial stiffness of concrete in tension is equal to
that in compression. At tensile strains greater than &
the concrete is assumed to follow the descending
branch of the stress-strain curve. Once the concrete
has crushed, it is assumed to have no residual
strength in either compression or tension.

The free thermal expansion is predominantly
affected by the aggregate type. Transient stress is the
hindered part of thermal expansion for loaded
concrete structures exposed to heating. It is an
irreversible process and occurs only during the first
heating. In present analysis the free thermal strain
was given by the following equation (Purkiss, 1996):

23x10726° —9x107°8-18:107°,
20°C =¥ 2 700°C;
14%1073, 8:700°C.

)
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The reduction of concrete compressive strength
and Young’s modulus at elevated temperatures
(prENV, 2001) is shown in Figure 5. Full stress-
strain-temperature relationships are constructed on a
basis of the curves shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 3. The specific heat and the thermal conductivity of
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Figure 5. Reduction coefficients allowing for decrease of
concrete compressive strength and Young’s modulus at
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Figure 7. Reduction of strength and Young’s modulus of steel
at elevated temperatures.

3.2.2 Reinforcement

The constitutive model describes the behaviour of
heated and loaded steel in mathematical terms. Since
transient strain does not exist for steel the model is
simpler than for concrete and is described as the sum
of three terms (Purkiss, 1996):

g, — ¥ @0+, (-, (7,0,¢)

(6)

where g, = total strain; £, = stress-related strain; £,
= thermal strain; &, = creep strain; & = temperature; ¢
= time; © = stress.

The free thermal expansion of steel is relatively
independent of the type of steel (Purkiss, 1996). The
value was taken by following formula:
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gy — 4510787 + 122107632107 (7)

As shown in Figure 6, the behaviour of
reinforcement in the numerical analysis is taken as
elastic up to yielding. Variations of the strength and
Young’s modulus with respect to temperature used
in the present analysis are shown in Figure 7
(prENV, 2001).

4 NUMERICAL MODELLING OF TEST BEAMS

Numerical modelling of full load-deflection
behaviour of experimental reinforced concrete
beams has been carried out by the finite element
(FE) software MSC.Marc (2003). Since 1971, Marc



has been known for its versatility in helping market
leaders in various industries to design better
products and solve simple to complex real-world
engineering problems. Today MSC.Marc is an
advanced finite element system focused on nonlinear
design and analysis. MSC.Marc is known for great
depth in solution procedures and material models.

4.1 Finite element (FE) model

FE model of beams was considered in the three-
dimensional stress state with non-linear constitutive
laws for concrete and reinforcement which were
described above. The finite element model used for
the beams is shown in Figure 8a. Due to symmetry
conditions, only half of the beam was modelled.
Isoparametric hexagonal FE with eight integration
points was used for the modelling.

4.2 Numerical analysis

The complex thermo-mechanical FE 3 D, nonlinear
analysis has been carried out. MSC.Marc handles the
coupled thermo-mechanical analysis using a
staggered solution procedure. Using this approach,
the thermal problem is solved to obtain the nodal
temperatures. Next, the mechanical problem is
solved for the nodal displacements.

Test specimens (Shi et al., 2002) were heated on
three surfaces by the electric furnace, i.e., the bottom

Za0°C

TAGE

) bl

Figure 8. a) FE model of experimental beam; temperature
distribution in a cross-section: b) at 400°C (after 4.5 min of
heating) and c¢) at 600°C (after 20 min of heating).
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and two lateral surfaces. Figures 8b, ¢ shows the
temperature fields calculated by software package
MSC .Marc at temperature of 400°C and 600°C.

As mentioned above the temperature distribution
was measured along the cross-section depth at 20
mm from the lateral surface and across section width
at 75 mm from experimental specimen soffit. The
comparative temperature distributions along cross-
section diagrams are presented in Figure 9. Good
agreement was achieved between the calculation
results and the experimental data.

The calculated load-deflection diagrams are
presented in Figure 10 along with the experimental
curves. The modelling has included two stages:
temperature exposure was followed by mechanical
loading. The load-deflection diagrams correspond to
three stages of structural behaviour. In the first stage
corresponding to zero mechanical loading, the beam
deflect downwards due to temperature differences in
the bottom and top parts of the section (Figs 8b, ¢).
In the second, the pre-yielding stage, the deflections
increase with increasing load. In the third, the failure
stage, corresponding to yielding of reinforcement,
large deflections were caused by small load
increments. As shown in Figure 10, the calculated
deflections were in good agreement with the test
results. The shape of experimental load-deflection
diagrams has been both qualitatively and
quantitatively captured in the FE analysis.
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Figure 9. Experimental (dotted curve) and calculated (solid
curve) temperature distribution along (left) and across section
(right) of the beams exposed to temperature of 400°C and
600°C.
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Figure 10. Experimental (dotted curve) and calculated (solid
curve) load-deflection diagrams.

5 CONCLUSIONS

The paper deals with numerical modelling of
reinforced concrete members exposed to high
temperatures and subjected to mechanical loading.
Generally the numerical modelling of the behaviour
of such members is very complicated. Various
factors that influence the behaviour of the members
(such as variation of member temperature with time,
variation of temperature over the cross section and
along the member, temperature effects on material
properties, material nonlinearity, section shape and
etc.) need to be taken into account.

In the present numerical analysis the load-
deflection behaviour of reinforced concrete beams
subjected to high temperatures (up to 600°C) has
been modelled by the finite element package
MSC.Marc. A constitutive model based on
specifications of Eurocode 2 has been used in the
analysis. Comparison of the experimental and
modelling results has shown that MSC.Marc has
satisfactorily captured the load-deflection behaviour
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of the beams and it can be used for modelling of
bearing reinforced concrete tunnel members.
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Numerical analysis of beam to column connection

at elevated temperatures

L. Kwasniewski
Warsaw University of Technology, Poland

ABSTRACT: The paper presents the first step of a feasibility study on a coupled structural thermal analysis
of a beam to column connection subjected to fire. Finite Element (FE) analysis is conducted using commer-
cial program Ls-Dyna. Numerical results in the form of moment-rotation characteristics are compared with
the published results for a selected flush end-plate connection. The study shows potential of the numerical
analysis in dealing with many of complex features describing the problem. Developed FE models are sup-
posed to bring into account: nonlinear material properties subject to degradation due to elevated temperature,
contacts between bolts, column flange, and end plate, prestressing forces, nonuniform heating represented by
convection and radiation boundary conditions, and fully coupled structural thermal analysis.

1 INTRODUCTION

The experimental and numerical studies show im-
portance and complexity of beam to column connec-
tions in structural analysis Galambos (2000). The
flexibility and strength of a connection pay impor-
tant role in overall behavior of many steel structures.
At the same time the great variety of joint types re-
quire complex and unique analyses. The connections
are also critical for the resistance of steel structures
subjected to elevated temperatures Franssen & Za-
haria (2006). Precise numerical analysis is complex
as it should take into account many parameters such
as contact between bolts, column flange, and end
plate, stress concentration around bolts, prestressing
forces. Material degradation and elongation caused
by elevated temperature additionally complicates the
study.

Experiments are the most reliable source of in-
formation on responses of real structures, and the
only method of final validation of the finite element
(FE) analysis. However, the high cost of full scale
laboratory tests and difficulties with collecting ex-
tensive data lead to growing interest in analytical
and computational methods. With the increasing
computing capabilities nowadays, it is possible us-
ing the Finite Element Method to simulate complex
real cases and consider wide range of parameters. A
reliable, analytical investigation can reduce costs
dramatically and allow for faster introduction of new
design improvements and maintenance decisions.

The paper presents the first phase of a feasibility
study on a coupled structural thermal analysis of en-

gineering structures subjected to fire. At this stage
numerical results in the form of moment-rotation
characteristics are compared with the published re-
sults for a selected flush end-plate connection, Al-
Jabria, Seibib & Karrechc (2006). The Finite Ele-
ment (FE) analysis is conducted using commercial
program Ls-Dyna.

2 FINITE ELEMENT MODEL DEVELOPMENT
2.1 Geometry and FE meshes

The considered connection consist of two
254x102UB22 beam segments connected to a
152x152UC23 column using 8 mm thick flush end
plate and six M16 bolts. The test setup and all di-
mensions are provided in Al-Jabria, Seibib & Kar-
rechc (2006). Several three dimensional FE models
were developed using 8 — node brick elements. The
model, shown in Figure 1, represents one forth of the
configuration. This model is appropriate for sym-
metrical loading and temperature conditions. To re-
duce number of elements only part of the column
and a 444 mm long segment of the beam is repre-
sented in the simplified model, shown in Figure 2.
The free cross section of the beam is rigidly con-
nected with the rigid segment located at the distance
of 1423 mm from the face of the column flange (see
Figure 2). The rigid segment is used for visualiza-
tion purpose and serves for application of loading.
The model representing half of the connection, pre-
sented in Figure 3, will be used in future for simula-
tion of nonuniform heating and loading conditions.
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Comparison of the results for the FE models pre-
sented in Figures 1 and 2 shows close similarity due
to concentration of the deformation in the plastic
zones located in the connection area.

Figure 1. FE model representing one forth of the test configu-
ration.

i

rigid segment —’1

Figure 2. Simplified FE model representing one forth of the
test configuration with rigid segment.

rigid segment  —|

-

Figure 3. Simplified FE model representing half of the test
configuration with rigid segment.

2.2 Loading and boundary conditions

Depending on the considered case, the loading can
be performed as a predefined displacement or con-
centrated force applied to a selected node (marked in

60

Figure 2) in the middle of the rigid segment. Rota-
tion of the connection 4 is calculated as:

(D

where d, = vertical displacement of the marked node
in the rigid segment and L = distance of 1423 mm
from the face of the column.

The top and the bottom the column and the mid-
dle section of the column web are constrained. For
the model of one forth of the test configuration addi-
tional constraints are applied on the vertical symme-
try plane. Included in the FE model segments of the
beam and the column represent regions with the
maximum deformation, where the influence of the
assumed boundary conditions can be neglected.

In the FE model the beam is connected to the col-
umn through contact between column flange, end
plate and bolts. Due to internal complexity of con-
tact algorithms incorporated in the FE programs, an
analysis including contact is usually challengeable,
can affect results and even lead to problems with
convergence, especially for implicit solvers. In the
presented FE model a new, recommended feature of
Ls-Dyna was applied, the automatic single surface
contact algorithm, Ls-Dyna (2006). Only slave sur-
face was defined as a set of all free surfaces formed
by finite elements representing the bolts, the end
plate, and the column flange. This option is efficient
and has proven to give stabile solution.

A special Ls-Dyna material model called “cable”,
was used to introduce prestressing forces to the bolts
at the beginning of the analysis. The prestressing
forces are applied through structural 1D elements
connected to the nodes at the ends of a bolt.

2.3 Material models

At this stage of the research a simple material model
ELASTIC PLASTIC_ THERMAL was used, Ls-
Dyna (2006). It allows for relating material parame-
ters such as: elastic modulus, Poisson’s ratio, coeffi-
cients of thermal expansion, yield stress, and plastic
hardening modulus to temperature, represented at
maximum eight points. This material model allows
only for biliniar approximation of the stress-strain
relationship through specification of the hardening
modulus. All components of the tested connection,
except the bolts, were made of steel S275. Figure 4
shows stress-strain relationships of the steel S275 at
elevated temperatures, calculated based on the stan-
dard EC3: Part 1-2, and bilinear approximations ap-
plied in the model. For coupled structural thermal
and thermal only analyses, thermal properties such
as heat capacity and thermal conductivity are speci-
fied in the additional material model THER-



MAL_ISOTROPIC. All parameters can be defined
as temperature dependent.

For the bolts assumed yield and ultimate stresses
were 480 and 600 MPa, respectively, Al-Jabria,
Seibib & Karreche (2006). Constant thermal expan-
sion coefficient of 12x107° °C for the steel was ap-
plied.

300

20-400°C

o [MPa] ~

Figure 4. Stress — strain curves for steel S275. Solid lines indi-
cate relationship according to EC3, dotted lines represent bilin-
ear approximations.

3 COMPARISON WITH EXPERIMENT
3.1 Temperature versus rotation

The calculated results were compared with the ex-
perimental data presented in the paper, Al-Jabria,
Seibib & Karrechc (2006). All structural analysis
presented here are based on static calculation using
implicit solver, where instead of physical time a
loading parameter is applied, Ls-Dyna (2006). The
transient heat transfer was not considered here, al-
though it is planned for the next step of the study.
The temperature is applied uniformly to all the
nodes. Depending on considered case during the
simulation temperature is constant or increases with
the loading parameter.

Curves in Figure 5 show calculated relationships
between temperature and rotation, for four loadings
giving moments at the connection M=4, §, 13, and
17 kNm. The loading is applied gradually at the beg-
ging of the simulation and then kept constant while
the temperature is increased from 100 to 800 °C (in
relation to the loading parameter). Points in Figure 5
represent experimental values. Numerical and ex-
perimental results are also compared in Table 1, in
terms of the temperatures corresponding to selected
values of rotation. Comparison with the experiment
shows higher resistance of the FE model, mainly due

to overestimated material parameters for larger
strains.

Temperature [°C]

800

700 v : * ;
/ / ; i 13 kNm 1
600 Jerfy 5 2
167w S L
).
500 A H
Q —4Km
400 —8km
, 4 / —13kNm
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200 0o exp 8kNm
e
P TTM] {Rotation [millads ]
0
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Figure 5. Stress — strain curves for steel S275. Solid lines indi-
cate relationship according to EC3, dotted lines represent bilin-
ear approximations.

Table 1. Comparison of calculated temperatures for selected
rotations with experimental data, Al-Jabria, Seibib & Karrechc
(2006).

¢ 4 kKNm 8 kNm

x1 0-3 eexp( OC) eca] (OC) eexp(cc) eca] (0 C)
5 599 720 504 558

10 643 773 560 634

20 683 796 591 681

30 697 N/A 606 703

40 706 N/A 617 718

50 712 N/A 623 730

60 747 N/A 629 739

70 N/A N/A 636 746

¢ 13 kNm 17 kNm

x1 0-3 eexp( OC) eca] (OC) eexp(cc) eca] (0 C)
5 343 340 94 176

10 485 524 438 386

20 532 567 481 486

30 550 585 507 520

40 562 597 521 538

50 571 613 530 553

60 578 628 537 566

70 584 641 544 577

3.2 Moment versus rotation

Figure 6 presents stiffness characteristics of the con-
nection at different temperatures. The moment—
rotation curves were calculated for constant tem-
peratures. The concentrated force was applied at the
tip end of the beam, in the middle of the rigid seg-
ment. Ordinates in Figure 6 represent the total value
of the bending moment for one beam. The moment
resistance of the connection decreases rapidly above
400 °C. As the material failure was not considered
here the calculated results are valid only for limited
values of rotation.
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Figure 6. Stiffness characteristics of the connection at different
temperatures.

3.3 Modes of deformation

Figures 7, 8, and 9 present contours of effective
stress and deformation modes for selected states
taken from the simulations represented by previous
diagrams. In all figures the Mises effective stress is
mapped with the same color scale for the range from
0 to 275 MPa.

Figure 7 refers to the case presented by the upper
curve in Figure 6, where the connection is loaded
with the increasing moment at constant, ambient
temperature. Four states are shown for four loading
levels 13, 17, 28.5, and 35 kNm. Details of the stress
distribution for the moment 35 kNm are presented in
Figure 8.

Four snapshots in Figure 9 show stresses and de-
formation for four selected temperatures and the
same loading with moment M=17 kNm (compare
Figure 5). In all cases where due to large loading
(Figure 7) or high temperature (Figure 9) large rota-
tion is reached, most of the deformation affects the
end plate and the column flange. The upper bolts,
under maximum tension, experience minimum elon-
gation due to much higher yield stresses comparing
to the steel S275. Obtained deformation modes show
good correlation with the experimental results, how-
ever numerically predicted values of loading are
higher than reported from the experiment, Al-Jabria,
Seibib & Karreche (2006).
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Figure 7. Contours of effective Mises stress for temperature 20
°C and increasing loading.
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Figure 8. Deformation at the connection components for mo-
ment M=35 kNm and 20 °C .
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Figure 9. Contours of effective Mises stress for constant load-
ing with moment M=17 kNm and increasing temperature.



4 CONCLUSIONS

The main objective of the presented work was to ex-
amine the capabilities of computer simulations for
coupled structural thermal analysis of a beam to col-
umn connection in elevated temperatures. The paper
presents the first step of the feasibility study where
using the general purpose program Ls-Dyna, simpli-
fied FE models developed for the selected connec-
tion were analysed. The whole research is oriented
to more complex steel and concrete structures and
their elements. The problem of moment resistance
degradation in elevated temperatures was simplified
in terms of material representation and heat transfer.
Chosen material model allows only for bilinear ap-
proximation of stress — strain relationships through
specification of hardening modulus. This approach
leads to overestimated stresses for higher strain val-
ues and results with higher loading values compar-
ing to the experimental data. Due to high value of
thermal conductivity of steel temperature distribu-
tion during fire can be assumed as uniform and heat
transfer does not have to be considered. For concrete
and composite (concrete and steel) structures such
approach can be insufficient. For future investiga-
tion a fully coupled structural thermal analysis is
planned with new material models such as thermal
visco-plastic material model available in Ls-Dyna.
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ABSTRACT: The Eurocode 3 states that stainless steel structural members, subjected to high temperatures,
must be designed with the same expressions used on carbon steel members. However, as these two materials
have different constitutive laws, it should be expected that different formulae for the calculation of member
stability should be used as for the case of room temperature design.

It will be shown a study made on the flexural buckling resistance of stainless steel columns at high tempera-
tures and on the behaviour of stainless steel beam-columns subjected to fire.

The present work was based on numerical studies using the program SAFIR, which was modified to take into

account the material properties of the stainless steel.

1 INTRODUCTION

For more than three decades, there has been an
enormous research effort, by the steel industry and
the academics, to investigate the behaviour of steel
structures under fire conditions, resulting in the de-
velopment of a number of design rules (CEN,
2005a), which were incorporated within the struc-
tural Eurocodes. More recently, research works have
been oriented towards stainless steel structures.

The use of stainless steel for structural purposes
has been limited to projects with high architectural
value, where the innovative character of the adopted
solutions is a valorisation factor for the structure.
The high initial cost of stainless steel, associated
with: (i) limited design rules, (ii) reduced number of
available sections and (iii) lack of knowledge of the
additional benefits of its use as a structural material,
are some of the reasons that force the designers to
avoid the use of the stainless steel in structures
(Estrada, 2005) and (Gardner, 2005). However, a
more accurate analysis shows a good performance of
the stainless steel when compared with the conven-
tional carbon steel.

The biggest advantage of stainless steel is its
higher corrosion resistance. However, its aesthetic
appearance, easy maintenance, high durability and
reduced life cycle costs are also important proper-
ties. It is known that the fire resistance of stainless
steel is bigger than the carbon steel usually used in
construction.

Thinking in economic terms, it would be improb-
able that stainless steel could be chosen instead of
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carbon steel, due to its higher fire resistance. How-
ever, for designers that value the appearance and the
durability of stainless steel, the additional benefit of
having a significant fire resistance, can reverse the
choice in favour of this material. In fact the stainless
steel can be an excellent solution, in application
where corrosion resistance and fire resistance are
demanded at the same time.

The high corrosion resistance of the stainless steel
in most of the aggressive environments has been the
reason for its use in structures located near the sea,
and also in oil-producing, chemical, nuclear, residual
waters and food storage facilities. Its corrosion resis-
tance results in a well adherent and transparent layer
of oxide rich in chromium that forms itself sponta-
neous on the surface in the presence of air or any
other oxidant environment. In case it is crossed, or
has some cut damage, the superficial layer regener-
ates itself immediately in the presence of oxygen.

Although its use in construction is increasing, it is
still necessary to develop the knowledge of its struc-
tural behaviour. Stainless steels are known by its
non-linear stress-strain relationships with a low pro-
portional stress and an extensive hardening phase.
There is not a well defined yield strength, being usu-
ally considered for design at room temperature the
0.2% proof strength, f,=fo2p00r. In fire situation
higher strains are acceptable than at room tempera-
ture and so Part 1-2 of Eurocode 3 suggests the use
of the strength at 2% total strain as the yield strength
at elevated temperature i, f,, /> g for Class 1, 2 and
3 cross-sections and f;, /0.2 proor,¢ for Class 4, cross-
sections.



Studies have shown that at elevated temperatures,
stainless steel offers better retention of strength and
stiffness than carbon steel (Gardner, 2006).

Figure 1 shows the stress-strain relationships of
carbon steel S235 and stainless steel 1.4301 (also
known as 304) at 600 °C.

o (MPa) 600°C
—— Stainess Steel|
3% T T T — Carbcn Sted

Figure 1. Stress-strain relationships of carbon steel S 235 and
stainless steel 1.4301 at 600 °C.

Codes of practice are aimed at providing safe,
competitive and, as far as possible, simple proce-
dures for the design of structures. Drafting and im-
plementing a consistent set of Structural Eurocodes
involving a large number of groups of experts is
naturally a recursive task where each Part must re-
flect the scientific advances and design options of all
other related parts.

The program SAFIR (Franssen, 2005), a geomet-
rical and material non linear finite element code, has
been adapted according to the material properties de-
fined in prEN 1993-1-4 (CEN, 2005¢c) and EN 1993-
1-2 (CEN, 2005b), to model the behaviour of
stainless steel structures (Lopes et al, 2005). This
program, widely used by several investigators, has
been validated against analytical solutions, experi-
mental tests and numerical results from other pro-
grams, and has been used in several studies that led
to proposals for safety evaluation of structural ele-
ments, already adopted in Eurocode 3. In the nu-
merical simulations, geometrical imperfections and
residual stresses were considered.

The prEN 1993-1-4 “Supplementary rules for
stainless steels” gives design rules for stainless steel
structural elements at room temperature, only mak-
ing mention to its fire resistance by doing reference
to the fire part of the Eurocode 3, EN 1993-1-2
(CEN, 2005b).

In this paper the accuracy and safety of the cur-
rently prescribed column and beam-column formu-
lae are evaluated. These evaluations were carried out
by performing numerical simulations on welded
stainless steel H-sections at high temperature.

2 CASE STUDY
An axially loaded column was chosen to explore the
validity of the column safety verifications of the

Eurocode 3. The following welded cross-sections
were used: equivalent HEA 200 section and equiva-
lent HEB 280 section. The stainless steel grades
1.4301 and 1.4401 were studied for each cross-
section. It was also tested buckling around the strong
and around the weak axis.

Beam-columns submitted to combined axial
compression and uni-axial major and minor uniform
moment, have been also studied. The equivalent
welded HEA 200 cross-section of the stainless steel
grade 1.4301 was used in the numerical simulations.

A uniform temperature distribution in the cross-
section was used so that comparison between the
numerical results and the Eurocode could be made.
In this paper, the temperatures chosen for the col-
umns were 400, 500, 600 and 700 °C, deemed to
cover the majority of practical situations, while for
the beam-columns was only used a uniform tempera-
ture of 600°C.

Due to the size limit of this paper, only some of
these tests will be shown.

In the numerical simulations, a sinusoidal lateral
geometric imperfection was considered (Vila Real
and Lopes, 2006). The adopted residual stresses fol-
lows the typical pattern for carbon steel welded sec-
tions (Chen and Lui, 1991), (Gardner and Nethercot,
2004) and (Greiner et al, 2005), considered constant
across the thickness of the web and flanges.

3 COLUMNS

3.1 Prescribed formulae in Eurocode 3 for the
flexural buckling of stainless steel columns in
case of fire

For stainless steel columns subjected to high tem-
peratures, Part 1-4 of Eurocode 3, refers that the
same formulation prescribed for carbon steel ele-
ments should be used, following EN 1993-1-2
(CEN, 2005b), where the flexural buckling resis-
tance for class 1, 2 and 3 sections, is given by

1
Ny fisra = XAk, afy —— (D
Yum.fi
where
1

Xn= — (2)

-l.'-‘:',-f; + ﬂ-l.'-':',-sz - /192
with

1 - w2

In this expression the imperfection factor  is a
function of the steel grade and is given by

@=065235/f, (4)
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The non-dimensional slenderness, g, for flex-
ural buckling at high temperatures depends on the
non-dimensional slenderness at room temperature,
A and is given by

0.5
— _ Tk,
Ag =4 {y—p} ()

kgg

where k, o=1, ¢f, and kg s~EgE, being f, s and f, the
yield strength at elevated temperature and at room
temperature respectively, and Eg and the FE, the
young’s modulus at elevated temperature and at
room temperature. kgg is given on table C.1 of
EN1993-1-2 (CEN, 2006b), while k) s must be de-
termined with the expression

i K 1
kye= [fo.zp,.a + koo s fus—fo2p.a ]]f_ (6)
y

where

k»o; 6 1s the correction factor for determination of the
yield strength f,, &

/., a1s the tensile strength, at temperature =

3.2 New proposal for the flexural buckling of
stainless steel columns in case of fire

As it can be observed in figure 2, the curve resulting
from the application of Part 1.2 of Eurocode 3 is not
on the safe side. To improve these results, a new im-
perfection factor ¢, different from the one defined
for carbon steel, given in Eq.(4), is proposed for the
flexural buckling of stainless steel columns:

a=14[235/7, (7)

The reduction factor jj is also changed according

to

5= 1 (8)
Pg + \ 43592 - ﬁf_‘lﬁz

with
1 = =2

4o —2vay+ 537 ©)

where the factor £ should take the value 1.5.
The accuracy of this new proposal can be

checked in figure 2.
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Figure 2. HEA200 columns in stainless steel at high tempera-
tures, of the stainless steel grade 1.4301.

4 BEAM-COLUMN

The accuracy and safety of the Eurocode 3 design
formulae for the evaluation of the fire resistance of
beam-columns will be assessed. Numerical simula-
tions on equivalent welded stainless steel H-
columns at high temperature have shown that the
formulae from Eurocode 3 are not safe.

In this section a brief description of the pre-
scribed formulations in Eurocode 3, for the evalua-
tion of the resistance of stainless steel beam-
columns, in case of fire, is presented as well as some
proposals for the design of these type of structural
members.

Regarding bending and axial compression of
stainless steel members at room temperature, Part
1.4 of Eurocode 3 has two notes mentioning that the
national annexes may give others interaction formu-
lae and others interaction factors, suggesting that the
formulae for beam-columns and the interaction fac-
tors were not well established for stainless steel
members at the time of the conversion from ENV to
EN. These formulae for cold design adapted to high
temperatures will be tested in this paper.

Two new formulae for the design of carbon steel
beam-columns at room temperature are proposed on
Part 1.1 of Eurocode 3 (CEN, 2005c¢), which are the
result of the efforts made by two working groups
that followed different approaches (Boissonnade et
al, 2006), a French-Belgian team and an Austrian-
German one. In this section it will be checked if
these two procedures can also be used in stainless
steel elements in case of fire.

In the context of Eurocode 3, and under fire load-
ing, its Part 1.2 adopts the old interaction formulae
for beam-columns proposed in the European pre-
standard for cold design, ENV 1993-1-1 (CEN,
1992).

In section 3 of this paper, the authors propose
new formulae for the safety evaluation of stainless
steel columns in case of fire, which improves the
formulae from Eurocode 3. Its influence in the be-
haviour of the beam-column design curves will be
taken into account here.



4.1 Room temperature

Part 1-1 and Part 14 are the parts from Eurocode 3
dedicated to the design of carbon steel and stainless
steel structural elements, at room temperature respec-
tively. In this section a brief description of the methods
for cold design of steel elements subjected to combined
bending and axial compression will be made.

4.1.1 Eurocode 3 carbon steel interaction curves
Two alternative proposals (Boissonnade et al, 2006)
were adopted for the interaction formulae at room tem-
perature (CEN, 2006a) that specifically implement the
concepts of amplification factor and equivalent uniform
bending moment, namely “method 1”” and “method 2”’.
The procedure for the determination of the inter-
action factors for “method 1” is reported in Annex A
of Part 1.1 of EC3 and was developed by a French-
Belgian team by combining theoretical rules and
numerical calibration to account for all the differ-
ences between the real model and the theoretical
one. “Method 2” is described in Annex B of Part 1.1
of EC3 and results from an Austrian-German pro-
posal that attempted to simplify the verification of
the stability of beam-columns, all interaction factors
being obtained by means of numerical calibration.

4.1.2 Eurocode 3 stainless steel interaction curves
Part 1-4 of Eurocode 3, gives the following interac-
tion formulae

M.
Npa g  Mikd (10)
1
Npjira W Ty
i
b Y

where, i — yorz, and

."—_ ' N
k; =1.0+2\4; — 0.5 —£
b,Rd i
> s (11)
N Ea
but 12<k; <12+2——
N rd i

It should be pointed out that in the parametric
study the possibility of not limiting the factor £; to a
minimum value of 1.2 was tested so that the plastic
moment could be reached when no axial force is act-
ing, 1. e. k=1.0.

4.2 High temperature

In this section a brief description of the methods
tested for the design of stainless steel elements sub-
jected to combined bending and axial compression
under high temperature will be made.

4.2.1 Eurocode 3 proposal for interaction curves in
case of fire

The Eurocode 3 states that the safety evaluation

should be made with the same expressions used in

carbon steel elements, which are:

N M.
fi,Ed +k, i, fi,Ed <1 (12)
Ny fira W fre
pli
YM.fi
where, i = yorz, and
N
k=1- Hi ﬁ’Edf <3 (13)
Ii,ﬁAky & z
Ym,fi
and

py, =128y, ~ 3,6 + 0448, —0.29 < 0.8 (14)

s, =28y —5Te + 044, .~ 0292038

M (15)
with A,z <1.1

The curves obtained with these formulae are de-
noted “EN 1992-1-2” in figures 3 and 4.

4.2.2 Eurocode 3 proposal for carbon steel interac-
tion curves at room temperature adapted for
fire situation

Vila Real et al (2003) studied the use of the interac-

tion formulae for beam-columns, from Part 1.1 of

Eurocode 3 (method 1 and method 2), for fire situa-

tion, by changing all parameters that are usually

changed at high temperatures. Here a same approach
was adopted using expressions (2) and (8) with the
interaction formulae from Part 1.1 of EC3, denoted

“Method 1 fi” and “Method 2 fi” or “Method 1 fi

NP” and “Method 2 fi NP” respectively, in figures 3

and 4.

4.2.3 FEurocode 3 proposal for stainless steel inter-
action curves at room temperature adapted for
fire situation

The formulae, for the beam-column safety evalua-

tion, from Part 1.4 of Eurocode 3 were also tested,

but adapted to consider high temperatures. The same
approach presented in the previous section has been

adopted being the correspondent curves in figure 2

denoted by “prEN 1993-1-4 fi” (using eq. 2) and

“prEN 1993-1-4 fi NP” (using eq. 8). In this figure a

curve denoted “prEN 1993-1-4 fi NP+NK” is also

plotted which corresponds to do not consider the
minimum limiting value of 1.2 for & in equation

(11).
4.3 Parametric study

Figures 3 and 4 show the comparison made at 600 °C
for all the procedures presented before.. The interaction
curves chosen for this parametric study were obtained
using: the Eurocode 3 “EN 1993-1-2”; the Eurocode 3
with the new proposal made for stainless steel columns
in case of fire, equations (7), (8) and (9) “EN 1993-1-2
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NP”; the procedure for stainless steel beam-columns at
room temperature from Part 1.4 of the Eurocode 3 with
and without the new proposal for stainless steel col-
umns “prEN 1993-1-4 i, “prEN 1993-1-4 fi NP” and
“prEN 1993-1-4 fi NP+NK”. The formulae on Part 1.1
of Eurocode 3 for carbon steel beam-columns with and
without the new proposal for stainless steel columns
“Method 1 fi” “Method 1 fi NP”, “Method 2 fi” and
“Method 2 fi NP” adapted to fire situation, are also
plotted in figures 3 and 4.

N+My  buckling around the y-y-axis

L=3000mm; A y,6=0.360

NNFi,Rd FIR
' 600 °C e A
08 ‘ | — EN1993-1-2
| | — N 1993-1-2 NP
¢ | [ [ |
06N - -\ — — I _L__1___
o | | | |
| | | |
| | |
041 — — 7 NN~ — - T - -
| | |
| | | |
o2l - ONIN - L
| | | |
| | |
| | | |
0 . : } .
0 02 0.4 06 08 )
MMi,Rd
a)
NINFi,Rd 600 °C ® SAFR
08 : | EN1993-1-2
em— N 1993-1-2 NP
: b prEN 1993-1-4 fi
g . ‘ ! —aA— prEN 1993-1-4 fi NP
06 1 “, - —8— prEN 1993-1-4 fi NPHNK
04
02+ — — — — — —
0 }
0 02 0.4 06 08 )
MMi,Rd
NNFi,Rd o L] SAFIR
eo°c ... EN1993-1-2
08 T I — N 199312 NP
| | Method 1 fi
| | —— Method 1 fi NP
!' N | —0— Method 2fi
08 NS~ "N o —&— Method 2i NP
| | |
| |
04— — — =+ = - k- - - =
[ N [
| | |
o2l - — L _ 1N L
| | |
| | |
| | | |
0 . : } .
0 02 0.4 06 08 )
MMi,Rd

68

a) Part 1.2 of EC 3 with and without the new proposal for col-
umns;

b) Part 1.4 of EC 3 with and without the new proposals, plus
a);

¢) Part 1.1 of EC 3 for carbon steel with and without the new
proposal, plus a).

Figure 3. Beam-column interaction curves for a length of 3 me-
ters at 600°C for the bending in the strong axis.
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c) Part 1.1 of EC 3 for carbon steel with and without the new
proposal, plus a).

Figure 4. Beam-column interaction curves for a length of 3 me-
ters at 600°C for the bending in the weak axis.

5 CONCLUSIONS

In this paper a new proposal for the flexural buck-
ling resistance of stainless steel elements under fire
conditions was presented.

Figure 2 show that the new proposal for the design
buckling resistance of stainless steel compression
members at high temperatures is in good agreement
with the numerical results obtained with the program
SAFIR, in opposition to the results obtained with the
formulae of the Part 1-2 of Eurocode 3, which are not
on the safe side.

For beam-columns with bending in the strong
axis and buckling around the yy-axis, the curves ob-
tained with the new proposal for columns shows a
better approximation to the numerical results. The
method that approximates more closely the real be-
haviour of stainless steel beam-columns under fire
conditions is “EN 1993-1-2 NP”. However, for the
case of bending around the weak axis there is not a
curve that provides a good approximation to the nu-
merical results, which means that new interaction
factors should be developed. Nevertheless “EN
1993-1-2 NP” sill remains the best method.

The results presented in the paper show that
Eurocode 3 formulae for the evaluation of the fire
resistance of columns and beam-columns need to be
improved.
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Some remarks on the simplified design methods for steel and
concrete composite beams

E. Nigro & G. Cefarelli
University of Naples Federico II, Italy

ABSTRACT: The present paper recalls the main characteristics of a general numerical approach to assess the
ultimate bearing capacity of steel and concrete composite beams in fire conditions. The behaviour of the
composite beams during a standard fire exposure is investigated. It is shown the comparison of resistance be-
tween steel beam, composite beam and composite beam with partial concrete encasement. The following fea-
tures affecting the resistance of the composite beam with partial concrete encasement are firstly investigated:
influence of the beam dimensions and effectiveness of the reinforcing bars in concrete encasement. Moreover,
it is shown a comparison between the general numerical approach and the simplified method proposed in EN
1994-1-2 for evaluating the sagging moment resistance of the composite beam with partial concrete encase-
ment. Finally, it is proposed a simplified plastic method for evaluating the sagging moment resistance of the

composite beam with partial concrete encasement in fire conditions.

1 INTRODUCTION

It is well known that while structural reinforced con-
crete members, for their insulating properties, can
withstand fire for a long time with small loss of
strength, steel members can endure fire exposition
for very short time if not suitably protected by insu-
lating coatings. The coupling of steel and concrete to
build composite components is a promising solution
which can take advantage of the favourable proper-
ties of both materials: like concrete it has insulating
properties, like steel it can carry relevant loads at
room temperature. Moreover the composite system
displays a behaviour in a fire environment that is
better then those of its components. In fact the com-
posite steel and concrete members are characterized
by a decrease of the bearing capacity under fire that is
more gradual and smoother than that of the structural
concrete members themselves.

The typologies of composite beams may be clas-
sified following EC4 (see Figure 1)
1. composite beam comprising steel beam with no

concrete encasement;
2. composite beam comprising steel beam with

partial concrete encasement;
3. steel beam partially encased in slab.

Figure 1. Tipologies of steel and concrete composite beams.

70

Some interesting remarks on the composite beam
behaviour, with protection and without protection, in
fire conditions, are proposed in Kruppa & Zhao
(1995). In this publication the thermal fields within
the cross section, both for bare steel and for pro-
tected steel, are analyzed. Moreover, it is analyzed
the mechanical behaviour of steel to concrete slab
shear connectors. Another interesting typology is the
slim floor system. The behaviour of slim floor beam
in fire conditions is widely studied in the papers of
Newman (1995) and Makelainen & Ma (2000).
Their publications show the good behaviour of the
slim floor beam during a fire event, thanks to the
concrete protection of top flange and web.

2 DESCRIPTION OF AN ACCURATE PROCE-
DURE TO ASSESS BEARING CAPACITY OF
COMPOSITE BEAMS

The bearing capacity of a composite beam subjected
to bending moment M in case of fire is evaluated by
computing the moment-curvature diagram. The pro-
cedure for evaluating the moment-curvature dia-
gram, for each time of fire exposure, is based on the
following steps.

a) Evaluation of the thermal field induced by the fire
into the sections. For this purpose the hypothesis
of decoupling the thermal behaviour of the
materials from the mechanical behaviour may be
usually accepted. The thermal field may be



determined by solving the Fourier equation in
terms of the space (X, y) variables and time t,
after having imposed suited space-time boundary
conditions. Unfortunately closed form solutions
for the thermal problems are known only in few
elementary cases. In general numerical methods,
such as the finite elements technique must be
used. For the considered time of fire exposure,
the thermal analysis gives the thermal field within
the cross section.

Figure 2. Cross-section discretization.

b)An unique c-¢ law (see EC4, part 1-2, 2005),
which is a function of the local temperature and
takes into account the decrease of mechanical
strength with the temperature, can be linked to
every element of the mesh into which the section
has been divided, for each time of fire exposure.
Naturally, different laws are employed for steel,
rebars and concrete (see Fig. 3,4).

¢)The external axial force Next (Next = 0 in pure
bending) and the distribution of the temperatures
Ti(t) within the section, related to the assigned
exposure time t, are known and fixed for each
moment-curvature diagram (M-7% ; Nex; t).

d)For an assigned curvature %; , a tentative value
for the average strain €peq Of the cross-section is
initially assumed and the corresponding
distributions of strain g; and stress m = (s)
within the section are determined on the basis of
the temperature-dependent stress-strain laws.

¢) The internal axial force Ni is then evaluated
starting  from  the  stress  distribution:

Ny = 2,470,

f) Iterations varying the average strain gmeq of the
section need up to satisfying the longitudinal
equilibrium equation within a suitable error.

g)Then the bending moment M; corresponding to
the assigned curvature yj may be determined.

If the maximum deformations of both steel and
concrete is blocked at some stipulated value dependent
on the local temperature (greater than the usual values
in cold conditions), a deformation ultimate limit state
may be specified easily. On the contrary, if the maxi-
mum elongation of steel is unlimited, as in a plastic
analysis, a slightly different procedure must be used to
compute a point of failure. In this case, for a specified
value of the ultimate axial load N, = 0, the entire mo-
ment-curvature law must be evaluated; then, the

maximum of the moment-curvature diagram is the re-
quired ultimate bending moment M,

In Figure 5 is shown a moment-curvature diagram
utilized for evaluating of ultimate bending moment
capacity My, for the composite beam of the same fig-
ure, for various time of fire exposure.
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Figure 5. Typical moment-curvature laws of a composite beam
varying fire exposure time.
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3 STEEL-CONCRETE COMPOSITE BEAMS
DURING STANDARD FIRE EXPOSURE

3.1 Comparison between various types of beams

The numerical procedure, described before, may be
used to study the behaviour of steel and concrete
composite beams in a fire environment. Both com-
posite beam comprising steel profile with no con-
crete encasement and composite beam comprising
steel profile with partial concrete encasement, sub-
jected to the standard fire ISO 834, have been stud-
ied.

concrete

™ steel beam

(a)

(b)
Figure 6. Example of composite beam comprising steel beam
without concrete encasement (a) and with partial concrete en-
casement (b).

For cross-section types in Figure 6, the thermal
field induced by fire has been evaluated through
suitable discretization of the sections. The thermal
analysis results can be synthesized representing the
temperature in some significant points of the cross-
section.

I I
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|4o,8. 37,1895,6 .102,7|
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| 6301833 |
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Figure 7. Temperature distribution for composite beam with no
concrete encasement.

!206 20424 296!
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Figure 8. Temperature distribution for composite beam with
partial concrete encasement.

The analyses have been performed for the two
following typologies:
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« Composite beam with steel profile IPE240, no
concrete encasement, reinforced concrete slab
130 mm high and effective width of 1500 mm
(Fig. 7).

« Composite beam with steel profile IPE240, par-
tial concrete encasement, reinforced concrete slab
130 mm high and effective width of 1500 mm
(Fig. 8).

For each time of fire exposure, based on the ther-
mal field, the reduction of beam bearing capacity has
been evaluated applying the described procedure
(see Figure 9). Fire is regarded in the Eurocode’s de-
sign philosophy as an accidental situation or an ac-
cidental action. Therefore, the characteristic value of
the relevant material properties (strength) are
adopted in fire design and the partial safety factors
are accordingly assumed as unity (1.0), when the
moment capacity under fire conditions is analyzed.
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Figure 9 Comparison in terms of resistant moment reduction
with fire exposure time for various beam types.

The behaviour of “non-composite beam” has
been calculated neglecting the collaboration between
concrete slab and steel beam. The thermal field of
composite beam and non-composite beam is the
same.

In Figure 10 the reduction in moment capacity for
each type of beam, expressed in terms of the load ra-
tio, is plotted versus time of fire exposure.
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Figure 10 Comparison in terms of load ratio varying fire expo-
sure time for various beam types.

The load ratio is defined as the ratio between
moment capacity at time ¢ of fire exposure and ulti-
mate moment capacity at 20 °C. The ultimate mo-
ment capacity at 20°C is calculated by using the par-



tial safety factors presented in Eurocode 4 part 1-1.
In the case that ultimate moment capacity at 20°C is
equal to design moment at 20°C (M., =M, ) and
moment resistance under fire conditions is equal to
design moment in fire situation (M, ;, =My, ;,),
the load ratio is equivalent to the ratio between de-
sign bending moments in the case of fire and at
20°C. Therefore, by knowing this design bending
moment ratio, it can be evaluated the endurance to
fire exposure.

The comparison in resistance field (Fig. 9) shows
the better behaviour of composite members; how-
ever, in load ratio field (Fig. 10), the composite
beam without concrete encasement shows a similar
behaviour to non-composite beam. This is due to,
both in the composite beam without concrete en-
casement and non-composite beam, the moment ca-
pacity depends on loss of strength of metallic part
exposed to fire. In the case of composite beam with
partial concrete encasement, it is shown a quite bet-
ter behaviour, thanks to lower temperature values in
the steel beam.

3.2 Influence of the beam dimensions

The beam dimensions have a significant influence
on the composite beam with partial concrete en-
casement behaviour in fire conditions. In fact, in the
analyzed cases, in which the concrete encasement is
in the whole space comprising between the flanges,
the encased parts are highly protected in relation to
the larger flanges dimension.

In Figure 11 is shown the better behaviour, in
load ratio field, of the composite beam with partial
concrete encasement with steel beam IPE 360 com-
pared to the same with steel beam IPE240; the mate-
rial properties and geometry are the same.

1,200

T T T T T T T T T |
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Figure 11. Load ratio for two types of composite beam.

3.3 Effectiveness of the reinforcing bars

It’s clear that for increasing the beam moment ca-
pacity, it is possible to place additional reinforcing
bars in the concrete between flanges. This rein-
forcement could be placed on various levels. By
placing it near the bottom flange, its effect in normal
temperature condition would be highest. However,
this position would be penalizing in fire condition;

in fact, the reinforcement, placed in this way, would
tend to reach high temperatures in a little time. By
placing it near the central zone of beam web, its ef-
fect is higher in fire condition.

Reinforcing
bars

e AL 7 PR R Tt e, et M
S L o e

Figure 12. Additional reinforcing bars in concrete encasement

A parametric analysis has shown that the per-
formances of composite beams with partial concrete
encasement depend mainly on:

a) mechanical ratio of reinforcement with regard of
the bottom flange of steel beam:

_As Sk
Ar Sk

Ay is bottom flange area, f is the characteris-

B , where A is reinforcement area,

tic value for yield stress of rebar steel, f; is the

characteristic value for yield stress of structural

steel;

b) distance d between the centroid of reinforcement
and the bottom flange.

Fixed the beam cross-section and the reinforce-
ment level, the ratio between the moment resistance
of beam at ¢ time of fire exposure and the resistance
moment at #) time (evaluated with partial safety fac-
tors assumed as unity) depends only on mechanical
ratio of reinforcement ¢ .

In Figure 13 is shown the comparison between
two possible reinforcement levels, with a geometric
ratio of reinforcement equal to 100% of bottom
flange area and the same beam geometry.
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Figure 13. Influence of the level of the reinforcing bars.

It is clear how the reinforcement to level 1 pro-
vides a better performance in ambient condition, but
it provides a worth performance in fire condition,
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compared to the case of reinforcement placed to
level 2. In fact, for a time exposure of about 20 min-
utes, the resistance of beam is the same for both the
reinforcements; but, for higher time of exposure, the
resistance of beam with reinforcement to level 2 is
always greater than the resistance of beam with rein-
forcement to level 1. This is due to higher suscepti-
bility of the reinforcement to level 1 to reach ele-
vated temperature, because it’s nearer to bottom
flange, directly exposed to fire.

4 SOME REMARKS ON THE APPLICATION OF
THE SIMPLIFIED DESIGN METHODS

4.1 Design methods suggested by EN1994-1-2.

For the evaluation of the bending moment capacity
of the composite beam, Eurocode 4 provides various
simplified methods:

a) General method: thermal analysis followed by me-
chanical analysis led according to plastic theory;

b) Simplified method type 1: mechanical analysis led
according to plastic theory and assuming simpli-
fied temperature field, based on the split of the
cross-section in uniform temperature parts;

¢) Simplified method type 2: mechanical analysis led
according to plastic theory, but with temperature
effects on the materials properties taken into ac-
count either by reducing the dimensions of the
parts composing the cross-section or by multiply-
ing the mechanical properties of materials by re-
duction factors.

The general method can be applied for each beam
type. The simplified method type 1 is proposed for
the composite beam with no concrete encasement.
The simplified method type 2 is proposed for the
composite beam with partial concrete encasement.

4.2 Proposed simplified plastic method

The general method results very expensive in terms
of calculations. In fact, the discretization of cross
section utilized for thermal analysis can be the start
point for the plastic method. Therefore, as much as
this discretization is dense, the calculation of the
plastic moment is more expensive.

However, a simplified method type 1 is not yet
available for the composite beam with partial con-
crete encasement.

The proposed simplified method, explained be-
low, tries to be similar to the simplified method type
1, for avoiding the discretization of the cross section
that has to be utilized for plastic analysis. But, it is
always necessary a suitable thermal analysis of the
cross-section.

It’s firstly assumed for concrete the simplification
suggested within the so-called “500°C isotherm
method” (see Eurocode 2, part 1-2): concrete with
temperatures in excess of 500°C is assumed not to
contribute to the load bearing capacity of the mem-
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ber, whilst the residual concrete cross-section retains
its initial values of strength.
The cross-section of the beam is divided in 5
main parts:
e concrete slab;
upper flange of steel beam;
upper half of the web steel beam;
bottom half of the web steel beam;
bottom flange of the steel beam.
Moreover, the flanges are further divided in 3
parts, as can see in Figure 14 .

|

1

'

d
P a < < 4 !
1

1
<
1

1

'

. < 4 7 © 4

Zi

.
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

| Noa
22 NN 72277,

Figure 14. Cross-section subdivision within the proposed sim-
plified method.

A uniform temperature, equal to average tem-
perature of the same part, is assigned to each of this
parts. The average temperature is evaluated from the
thermal analysis.

At this step it is possible to utilize the plastic the-
ory, as proposed in EC4 part 1-2, par. 4.3.1.

In table 1 a comparison is shown between the ac-
curate general procedure (par. 2) and the proposed
simplified method for the composite beam with steel
profile IPE240 and partial concrete encasement.

Table 1. Comparison between general procedure and proposed
simplified method.

Ultimate Resistant Ultimate Resistant
Moment - general Moment - proposed
time procedure - simplified moment - Msimp/Mgen
min KN*m KN*m
0 208,33 208,279 1,00
15 205,35 208,279 1,01
30 139,31 130,256 0,93
60 73,75 73,313 0,99
90 31,69 31,406 0,99
120 16,79 16,856 1,00
150 9,98 10,024 1,00
180 7,16 7,510 1,05

The results show that the proposed method gives
very close estimation of the beam sagging bending
moment resistance. This accordance has been
checked also with reference to other composite
beams characterised by different geometry. There-
fore, the proposed method is a promising simplified
method; further studies need to deduce approximate
formulations for the thermal field in the relevant
parts of the cross-sections.



4.3 Application of the simplified method type 2
suggested in EN1994-1-2 (Annex F)

In the Annex F of Eurocode 4, part 1-2, a simplified
method type 2 is proposed for evaluating the sagging
and hogging moment resistances of a partially en-
cased steel beam connected to a concrete slab and
exposed to fire beneath the concrete slab according
to the standard time-temperature curve.

The application of EC4 method is limited from
the thickness of slab and from the dimension of steel
beam against concrete encasement. In order to show
the reliability of this method for evaluating the sag-
ging moment resistance of composite beams, two
beams have been examined:

1) composite beam with steel profile [IPE240, partial
concrete encasement, reinforced concrete slab
130 mm high and effective width of 1500 mm;

2) composite beam with steel beam IPE360, partial
concrete encasement, reinforced concrete slab
130 mm high and effective width of 1500 mm.
The comparison between the accurate general

procedure and simplified method of EN 1994-1-2

(Annex F) is shown in table 2a (typology 1) and ta-

ble 2b (typology 2).

Table 2. Comparison between general procedure and proposed
simplified method of EC4-1-2 Annex F.

Ultimate Resistant Ultimate Resistant
Moment - general Moment - EC4 simplified
time procedure - procedure - Msimpi c4/Mgen
min KN*m KN*m
0 208,33 / /
30 139,31 154,566 1,11
60 73,75 99,986 1,36
90 31,69 71,592 2,26
120 16,79 50,904 3,03
180 7,16 39,674 5,54
(a)
IUItimate Resistant Ultimate Resistant
Moment - general Moment - EC4 simplified
time procedure - procedure - Msinpt ec4/Mgen
min KN*m KN*m
0 471,12 / /
30 346,27 393,132 1,14
60 229,76 248,103 1,08
90 168,34 205,694 1,22
120 101,62 176,921 1,74
180 37,23 137,667 3,70
(b)

Fire classes highlighted in the tables correspond to
fire classes for which this method is not suitable (see
EN 1994-1-2). It is possible noticing how the simpli-
fied method suggested by Eurocode 4 is not on the
safe side, also within its field of application; in fact, it
always provides higher resistance values with respect
to the general procedure based on the moment-
curvature diagram (par. 2). The scattering becomes
very high outside the declared application field.

5 CONCLUSIONS

With reference to composite beams with concrete
encasement, the application of a general accurate

procedure to assess ultimate bending moment in fire
conditions has pointed out that the simplified plastic
method suggested by EN 1994-1-2 (Annex F) may
result on the unsafe side.

A simplified plastic method has been also pro-
posed, based on a suitable subdivision of the cross-
section in few relevant parts. The obtained results
are in good agreement with the accurate procedure.
Further studies will be devoted to deduce approxi-
mate formulations for the thermal field in the rele-
vant parts of the cross-sections.
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Fire design of composite steel-concrete columns under natural fire

D. Pintea & R. Zaharia

Politehnica University of Timisoara, Romania

ABSTRACT: The fire resistance of composite structures may be determined using simplified methods, based
on analytical formulas or tables, provided in the corresponding Eurocode for fire design. For special situa-
tions or for complex structures it may be necessary to perform an advanced analysis, using special purpose
programs for the analysis of structures under ambient and elevated temperature conditions, as well as to es-
tablish a realistic fire scenario, based on ,,natural fire models. The paper presents an example of application
of the advanced methods, to determine the fire resistance of the composite steel concrete columns for an ex-

isting building in Romania.

1 INTRODUCTION

The basic principle in determining the fire resistance
of a structural element is that the elevated tempera-
tures produced by the fire reduce the materials
strength and stiffness until possible collapse. When
the temperatures on the cross-section of a structural
element produce the reduction of the element resis-
tance bellow the level of the effect of actions for fire
design situation, it is considered that that element
lost its load-bearing function under fire action.

The fire resistance of composite steel-concrete
structures is calculated according to EN1994-1-2
(EN1994 2005). Three methods are available in or-
der to evaluate the fire resistance: the tabulated data
method, the simple calculation models and the ad-
vanced calculation models.

The advanced calculation models suppose an ad-
vanced numerical analysis of the elements or of the
entire structure under fire, using specialized soft-
ware for the mechanical analysis of structures under
elevated temperatures.

There are several fire models, accepted by the
European Standard EN1991-1-2 (EN1991 2005),
which describes the thermal and mechanical actions
to be considered for a structure under fire.

The nominal standard temperature-time ISO
model does not take into account any physical pa-
rameter, and can be far away from reality. From the
beginning, the nominal model supposes that the en-
tire compartment is in the flashover phase and the
temperature is increased continuously, without tak-
ing into account the cooling phase.
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A modern fire model approach is the “Two Zone”
model. In this natural fire model, in the pre-
flashover phase, the fire compartment is divided in a
hot upper zone and a cold inferior one. For each
zone, with uniform temperature, mass and energy
equations are solved. Complex equations describe
the air movement in the fire plume, the radiative ex-
changes between the zones and the gas movements
on the openings and adjacent compartments. After
the flashover, the temperature is considered uniform
and is determined by solving the equations of mass
and energy of the compartment, taking into account
the walls and openings. In the frame of the ECSC re-
search "Natural Fire Safety Concept" (CEC 2001) it
was considered necessary to develop a computer
program for this model. This objective is now
reached, a computer program called OZone is avail-
able in order to determine the temperature-time
curve by means of the “Two Zone” model, and was
built at the Liege University, Belgium, in collabora-
tion with the “Politehnica” University of Timisoara
(Cadorin et al 2003).

The fire is considered an accidental situation
which requires, with some exceptions, only verifica-
tions against the ultimate limit state. The combina-
tions of actions for accidental design situations are
given in the European Standard for basis of struc-
tural design EN1990 (EN1990 2004).

A structure, substructure or element in fire situa-
tion may be assessed in the time domain, where the
failure time must be higher than the required fire re-
sistance time. The failure time is the time for which
the resistance of the structure (or substructure, or
element, as considered) under elevated temperatures



reach the effect of actions for the fire design situa-
tion, considering the combination of action in fire
situation.

2 COMPOSITE STEEL-CONCRETE STRUCTURE
ANALYSED

The paper presents the calculation of the fire resis-
tance for one of the composite columns of ,,.Bucha-
rest Tower Centre* structure, which will be the tall-
est building in Bucharest for the moment. The
building has 3 basements, one ground floor, 21
floors, 3 technical floors at a total height of 106.3m.

The columns are made by cruciform cross sec-
tions made of hot rolled European profiles, partially
encased in reinforced concrete, in order to increase
strength, rigidity and fire resistance. According to
Romanian fire regulations, considering the specific
and particularities of the building, the columns must
have 150 minutes of fire resistance.

Figure 1 shows the cross sections types of the
columns: octagonal sections with identical steel pro-
files 2HEB500, 2HEA800, 2HEB800, 2HE800x373
(a), octagonal sections with different steel profiles
HEMS800 HEM700, HEB800 HEB700, HEA800
HEA700 (b) and rectangular sections HEB1000
HEB500, HEB1000 HEMS00 (c).

The rebars have 25 mm diameter and the concrete
is C30/37.

For the purpose of this paper, only the 2HEB500
cross-section will be presented, as it has the lowest
fire resistance under ISO fire from the set of col-
umns.
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Figure 1. Composite cross-sections

3 THERMAL ANALYSIS UNDER ISO FIRE

For the calculation of the fire resistance of the
composite column, the SAFIR computer program
was used (Franssen & Kodur & Mason 2004), which
is a special purpose program for the analysis of
structures under ambient and elevated temperature
conditions. The analysis of a structure exposed to
fire consists of two steps. The first step involves
predicting the temperature distribution inside the
structural members, referred to as “thermal analy-
sis”. The second part of the analysis, termed the
“structural analysis” is carried out to determine the
structural response due to static and thermal loading.

Figure 2 shows the temperature distribution on
the cross section of the considered column, after 150
minutes of ISO fire. Due to symmetry, only a quarter
of the cross-sections was modeled. The round rein-
forcing bars are represented by quadrilateral ele-
ments, with equivalent area. After 150 minutes of
ISO fire, the steel profiles flanges exhausted practi-
cally their load capacity, having temperatures
greater than 900°C, while the profiles webs and the
reinforcing bars have lower temperatures and there
is an important core of concrete with quite low tem-
peratures.

Figure 2. Temperature distribution on the 2HEBS500 column
under ISO fire at 150 minutes.

4 MECHANICAL ANALYSIS UNDER
ELEVATED TEMPERATURES

The column, considered as an isolated element,
loaded with the axial force and the bending moments
on both principal cross-section axes (efforts corre-
sponding to the fire combination of actions), was
modeled with 3D beam elements. The buckling
length of the column was considered conservatively
as the system length. Equivalent imperfections ac-
cording to EN1994-1-1 (EN1994 2005) were im-
posed on both directions of the principal cross-
section axes.
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The horizontal displacement evolution at the mid
height of the column 2HEB500 of ground floor is
presented in figure 3. As the characteristic time-
displacement demonstrates, the column of the
ground floor does not resist to 150 minutes of ISO
fire under the imposed static loads, having a resis-
tance time of only 70 minutes.
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Figure 3. Displacement evolution under ISO fire.

The fire resistance of the 2HEBS500 column
grows with each floor, as the stress level in the col-
umns decrease on the height of the building. The
R150 fire resistance requirement is fulfilled only
from the 11" level forth.

5 THE NATURAL FIRE SOLUTION

Since the ISO fire solution is much too conservative,
an approach based on the Natural Fire concept was
considered. The same element was subjected to a
natural fire curve, obtained using the OZone v2
computer model (Cadorin et al 2003).

Several assumptions must be made when dealing
with the natural fire scenario, like the maximum fire
area, the fire load, and the surface of the openings.

The most challenging is to establish how the cur-
tain walls will behave in a fire situation. The rate of
heat release of fires is limited by the flow of oxygen
available to it. In all except very rare circumstances,
the flow of oxygen into a room comes largely from
open doors and open windows and to a slight extent
from any mechanical ventilation systems and from
building leakage. Once a fire gets going, however,
windows previously closed may crack and break out.
The results will often be drastically different, de-
pending on whether the windows break or not. Thus,
it becomes of significant interest to be able to pre-
dict if, and when, glass may break out.

Here, an important distinction needs to be made.
When a window pane of ordinary float glass is first
heated, it tends to crack when the glass reaches a
temperature of about 150 - 200°C. The first crack
initiates from one of the edges. At that point, there is
a crack running through the pane of glass, but there
is no effect on the ventilation available to the fire.
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For the air flows to be affected, the glass must not
only crack, but a large piece or pieces must fall out.

Understanding the conditions under which pieces
actually fall out has been of considerable interest to
fire specialists. Since the fire ventilation openings
need to be known in order for fire models to be used,
glass breakage has been of special interest to fire
modelers. This has prompted a number of theoretical
and simplified studies and a few empirical ones as
well.

The only probabilistically-based results concern-
ing glass exposed to a uniform hot temperature come
from the Building Research Institute (BRI) of Japan
(Tanaka et al. 1998). In that study, researchers used
a large-scale high-temperature door-leakage testing
apparatus that resembles a large muffle furnace.
Only single-glazed, 3 mm thick window glass was
studied. For this type of glass, however, enough tests
were run so that a probability graph could be plotted.

The results are presented in terms of a probability
of glass breaking out, as a function of temperature
rise above ambient (Fig. 4).
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Figure 4. Probability of glass breaking.

The Gaussian fit that can correlate this data cor-
responds to a mean temperature rise of 340°C, and a
standard deviation of 50°C.

The fire compartment can be modeled as a square
of 20m x 20 m, with three walls made of bricks and
a fourth wall entirely made of curtain wall. A linear
variation of the openings was considered, i.e. the
curtain wall. Based on the research mentioned
above, at 300°C 30% of the windows were consid-
ered broken, while at 500°C all the windows are
broken.

The fire load inside the compartment was the one
for office occupancy, with a rate of heat release of
250 kW/m”. All the other parameters were consid-
ered (automatic water extinguishing systems, fire
detection, etc). The evolution of the temperature in
the upper layer is presented in Figure 5.

The temperature distribution on the 2HEBS500
column cross section under natural fire at 55 minutes
(corresponding to the peak temperature in figure 3)
is presented in Figure 6. The horizontal displace-



ment evolution at the mid height of the column
2HEBS500 of ground floor is presented in Figure 7. It
may be observed that the column is stable; there is
no collapse of the element under natural fire.
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Figure 5. Temperature distribution in the upper layer.
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Figure 6. Temperature distribution on the 2HEBS500 column
under natural fire.
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Figure 7. Displacement evolution under natural fire.

6 CONCLUSIONS

Natural fire solutions must be adopted to the fire de-
sign of steel and composite steel concrete structures.

Careful consideration of the occupancy of the fire
compartment and that of the materials that make out

the fire compartment walls lead to a more realistic
behavior of the structural elements under fire.
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Variations of forces in a real steel structure tested in fires

Z.Sokol & F. Wald
Czech Technical University in Prague, Czech Republic

ABSTRACT: During an accidental situation of fire, a structure is exposed to additional loads in addition to
the loads considered for the standard design situation. These loads result from thermal expansion of the
structural members, membrane action and internal forces redistribution. Progressive collapse of the structure
should be avoided. The tension/compression forces in the beams and beam to column joints (tie forces)
should be resisted. This is ensured by robustness of structure. This paper presents some fire test results.

1 INTRODUCTION

At present, accurate models are used to predict
resistance, stiffness and deformation capacity of
joints. The component based joint analysis method
may also be extended joints at high temperature
(Spyrou et al, 2002). However, evaluation of internal
forces acting in the joints and elements at fire can be
difficult. The tie forces which should be resisted by
the joints cannot be evaluated by analysis of single
structural elements. Global analysis of part of the
structure or complete structure is necessary to take
into account interaction of the structural elements
(O’Connor & Martin, 1988), (Wang, 2002).
Nonlinear analysis including thermal expansion,
temperature-dependent material properties and
plasticityis necessary for accurate results. This paper
presents some experiments for calibration of
numerical models and to develop simple prediction
models for tie forces at fire.

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIMENT
2.1 Steel structure

The structure used for the experiment is a 3 storey
administrative building attached to a single storey
framed building, see Figure 1 (Kallerova & Wald,
2006). The load-bearing structure consists of steel
columns and beams supporting concrete slabs of 130
mm (including the ribs). No shear connection
between the steel beams and the slab was designed.
The beam to column and beam to beam connections
were designed as simple end plate connections using
2 or 6 bolts M20, see Figure 2.
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2.2 Fire compartment

The fire compartment sized 3

d,80 x595mx2,78m
height was located on the 2"

floor. The walls were

made from hollow ceramic bricks except the front
wall which was made from light weight concrete.
One window of width 2,40 m and height 1,40 m was
located in the front wall, see Figure 3.

floor of the building.

The steel columns were partially encased in the
walls and only the flange was exposed to fire.
During the fire test, the exposed column flanges



were protected by fibre-silicate boards. The beams
and connections were not protected during the test.
Mechanical load was introduced on the 3" floor.
The total load (1nclud1ng self weight of the structure)
was 5,7 kN/m Wooden cribs were used as fire load,
60 kg/m floor area (1060 MJ/m* ) being used for the
compartment fire test and 170 kg located on an area
1 x 1 m was used for the local fire (Fig. 5, 6).
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Figure 2. The concrete slab, beam to beam and beam to column
connections.
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Figure 3. Dimensions of the fire compartment.
2.3 Measuring devices

Thermocouples, strain gauges and displacement
transducers were used to record behaviour of the
structure during the fire test. In total there were 42
thermocouples to measure the temperatures of the air
in the fire compartment, of the structural elements
and beam connections. Vertical deformations were

measured by 5 transducers located on the 3 floor at
mid-span of the primary and secondary beams.
In addition, the relative horizontal displacement of
the columns A2-D2, D1-D2 a D2-D3 were measured
by 3 transducers. Strains in the columns were
measured by 16 strain gauges attached to the column
flanges on the 1% and 3™ floors. The fire and smoke
development was recorded by five video cameras
and one thermo imaging camera.
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Figure 4. Location of thermocouples on 1St ﬂoor of column D2.

2.4 Fire tests

The fire compartment was used for two fire tests.
The local fire test (performed on 15 June 2006) was
designed to measure the temperature in steel beams
and column close to the fire. The fire was located in
the middle of the compartment just below the
primary beam A2-D2, see Figure 5. A column was
erected in the middle of the compartment. It did not
support any load but was used only for measurement
of temperatures along its length.

The compartment test was designed to obtain the
gas temperature, temperatures of the structure
including the joints, the tie forces and temperatures
of steel structure in front of the compartment
window.

No collapse occurred during the tests, however,
deformations and lateral-torsional instability of the
beams was observed, see Figure 7.
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Figure 7. Beams
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|
after the compartment fire test.

3 EVALUTION OF TIE FORCES
3.1 Method of analysis

The tie forces were derived from the strains
measured by the strain gauges attached to column
flanges, see Figure 8 (Sokol & Wald, 2005).
Standard strain gauges were used for measurement
as they were located outside the fire compartment. In
addition, the columns were fire protected therefore
the temperatures of the columns at location of the
strain gauges were low and no correction of modulus
of elasticity for the temperature was necessary, see
(Sokol & Wald, 2005).

The measured strains can be transformed to stress
increments induced in the column during the fire.
The stress was calculated as the average of the pair
of the strain gauges at the flange to take into account
bi-axial bending of the column. The pairs of the
strain gauges are in the following table.

Table 1. Strain gauges for calculation of the average stress.

Strain gauge location  Bending of column

y-axis Z-axis
3% floor, +3,0 m ST13 —ST14 ST13 —ST15
ST15-STl16 ST14—ST16
3" floor, +3,0 m ST9 —ST10 ST9 —STI11
ST11-STI12 ST10—ST12
1* floor, +4,2 m ST5 —ST6 ST5 —ST7
ST7 —ST8 ST6 —ST8
1* floor, +1,5 m ST1 —ST2 ST1 —ST3
ST3 —ST4 ST2 —ST4

The stress in the column flanges was transferred to
corresponding bending moment using section
modulus of the column, see Figure 8. The following
values were used for the calculation.

W, =994 900 mm’,
W, =186 800 mm”, (1)

W,” =233 500 mm°.

The tie forces were obtained from continuous beam
model representing the column D2, see Figure 9. It
is assumed the bending moment diagram is linear
along the column and the beam to column
connections and column base are designed as simple
connections. The shear force diagram can be derived
from the bending moments by differentiation of the
bending moment function. Finally, the tie forces can
be calculated.
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Figure 9. Placement of strain gauges on column D2 and model
for evaluation of tie forces.
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3.2 Tie forces for the compartment fire

3.2.1 Bending of column about y-axis

The maximum tie forces measured in the 1% and 3™
floors were +215 kN (tension) and -50 kN
(compression). The tie force in the 2™ floor was
-300 kN (compression) and +65 kN (tension). The
average stress, bending moments and tie forces are
plotted in Figures 10-12. Relative displacement of
the columns A2-D2 is plotted in Figure 13. The
maximum displacement was 21 mm.
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Figure 10. Average stress in column D2, bending about y-axis.
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Figure 11. Bending moments in column D2, bending about
y-axis.
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Figure 12 Tie forces in column D2, bending about y-axis.
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Figure 13. Relative displacement of columns A2-D2.

3.2.2 Bending of column about z-axis

Tie forces measured in the direction of the
secondary beams were much smaller than the forces
in direction of the primary beam. This was caused
by fire protection of the secondary beams attached to
column D2 by the partition walls thus preventing
thermal expansion of these beams. The behaviour
was also influenced by the walls acting as a bracing
of the structure and by location of the column in the
middle of the wall. The maximum forces were
+8,4 kN (tension) in the 1* and 3 floor beams and
-10,5 kN (compression) in the 2" floor. The stress,
bending moments, tie forces and relative
displacement of the columns during the fire are
plotted in Figures 14-17.
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Figure 14. Average stress in column D2, bending about z-axis.
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Figure 17. Relative displacement of columns D1-D2 and
D2-D3.
3.3 Tie forces for the local fire

3.3.1 Bending of column about y-axis

The

tie forces measured during the local fire were

smaller than the forces during the compartment fire
because of smaller thermal load during the local fire.
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This

resulted in non-uniform heating of the beams

along the length, lower temperature and thermal
elongation of the beams. The maximum force was
+116 kN (tension) and -156 kN (compression). The
stress, bending moments, tie forces and relative
displacement of the columns during the fire are
plotted in Figures 18-21.
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Figure 18. Average stress in column D2, bending about y-axis.

2507
200 A

150 1
100 -
50 1

0

Moment, kKNm

3" floor +0.0m

3" floor+1.0m

3™ floor +3.0m
I floor +1.5m

250
-100

-150-

105 120 135

Time, min

30 45 90

1% floor+4.2m

15 floor +5.1m

Figure 19. Bending moments in column D2, bending about
y-axis.
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Figure 20. Tie forces in column D2, bending about y-axis.
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Figure 21. Relative displacement of columns A2-D2.



3.3.2 Bending of column about z-axis

The tie forces are almost negligible and reach
+4 kN. This is the result of local fire which had
influence on the primary beam just above the the fire
but very small heating was observed on beams D1-
D2 and D2-D3 which were encased in the wall. The
stress, bending moments, tie forces and relative
displacement of the columns during the fire are
plotted in Figures 22-25.
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Figure 22. Average stress in column D2, bending about z-axis.
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Figure 23. Bending moments in column D2, bending about
Z-axis.
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Figure 24. Tie forces in column D2, bending about z-axis.

0
\\15\ 30 45 60 75 90 105 120 135

2 LD7 Time, min

-8

_10J Displacement, mm

Figure 25. Relative displacement of columns D1-D2.

4 CONCLUSION

Results of fire tests performed on a 3 storey
administrative building are summarized in this
paper. The tie forces at three levels of the building
are derived from the measured data. The tie forces
reached up to 300 kN depending on the type of fire
(local or compartment fire). No collapse of the beam
to column connections was observed, but small
deformations of the end plates due to the tie forces
were found.
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Class 4 stainless steel box columns in fire

B. Uppfeldt

Swedish Institute of Steel Construction, Stockholm, Sweden
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ABSTRACT: A study of stainless steel cold-rolled box columns at elevated temperatures is presented,
which is a part of an on-going RFCS project ”Stainless Steel in Fire”. Experimental results of six, class 4, stub
columns at elevated temperature, tested by Ala-Outinen (2005), were used to evaluate the FE model. The FE
analysis obtained using the commercially available software, ABAQUS, shows that the critical temperature
was closely predicted. Further, a parametric study was performed using the same numerical model. This was a
basis to check the quality of prediction of a newly proposed improvement for design rules of class 4 cross-
sections in fire according to EN 1993-1-4 (2006) and EN 1993-1-2 (2005).

1 INTRODUCTION

Several recent research RFCS projects and published
results in Karlstrom P. (2004), Ng & Gardner
(2006), have shown that stainless steel performs bet-
ter than carbon steel at elevated temperatures. The
improved behaviour is mainly explained by the en-
hanced material properties and a favourable relation-
ship between strength and stiffness that makes
stainless steel less prone to buckling in fire. For
flexural buckling this behaviour is taken into ac-
count in EN 1993-1-2 (2005) but not for local buck-
ling. This makes the Eurocode treatment inconsistent
and it leads to conservative results especially for
slender cross-sections.

Ng & Gardner (2006) have presented recommen-
dations for design guidance that include the relation-
ship between strength and E-modulus for both local
and global slenderness as well as for the cross-
section classification. All available test results have
than been used to propose a revised semi-empirical
buckling curve.

2 EXPERIMENTS

Four cold rolled stainless steel stub columns,
A < 0.1, with cross-section class 4 were tested at the
ambient temperature, Ala-Outinen (2005). Four
strain-gauges were used to measure stresses at mid-
column. The material properties were determined
from tensile coupon tests of the flat faces of the col-
umns. The geometry of the columns and local imper-
fections were measured. The material used in the
columns was EN 1.4301. Fully restrained ends were
achieved in experiments.
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Table 1. Results from tests at the ambient temperature.

No. specimen Cross-section Length Failure load
mm kN

1. 150x150x3 900 398

2. 150x150x3 900 393

3. 200x200x5 900 1129

4. 200x200x5 900 1118

Six unprotected columns were tested at elevated
temperatures, Ala-Outinen (2005). The test set-up
was equivalent to the ambient temperature tests.
Hence, the same material and cross-section charac-
teristics were used. The temperatures were measured
with twelve chromel-alumel thermocouples and the
axial deformation was measured using transducers.
The transient procedure was applied, meaning that
the axial load was kept constant and the furnace
temperature was raised in a controlled way, at the
rate of 10°C/min. The columns were tested at three
different load levels.

The results from the tests at elevated temperature
are presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Results from tests at elevated temperatures.

No. specimen  Length Load Loadlevel Failure temp.
Cross-section mm kN °C
1. 150x150x3 900 203 0.51 676
2. 150x150x3 900 165 0.42 720
3. 150x150x3 900 248 0.63 588
4. 200x200x5 900 694 0.62 609
5. 200x200x5 900 567 0.50 685
6. 200x200x5 900 463 0.41 764




3 FE-MODEL

There are several important aspects of FE-
modelling, addressed in the modelling of experimen-
tal results both at ambient and elevated temperature.
A suitable element type and its size is analysed in so
called, sensibility analysis. FEA capability to predict
the failure mode, as well as, the maximum load and
stiffness of the column are prerequisites for a reli-
able model. The input data are of great importance
including the material properties. The influence of
different parameters was studied and expected re-
sults were confirmed. The major findings were as
follows. Increasing the slenderness of the cross-
section, the size of the local imperfections increases
which affects the failure load and the critical tem-
perature significantly. The global imperfections play
a more important role for slender columns.

3.1 Elements

A general-purpose shell element, called S4R, within
Abaqus/Standard were used in order to avoid limita-
tions of plate thickness chosen for the modelling of
the experiments. S4R is a 4-node element with 6 de-
grees of freedom per node and it is suitable for thick
and thin shell element applications. An element size
of b/6 was chosen based on the results from the sen-
sitivity study, Table 3.

Table 3. The model’s sensitivity to different element sizes.
Analysis was performed at ambient temperature and on speci-
men No. 1.

Element type Element size  Element size” N, CPU time
mm s

S4R 25 ~b/6 396 127

S4R 12.5 ~b/12 387 474

S4R 6.125 ~b/24 385 2227

"Relative to side length of the cross-section, b=side length.
“Failure load from non-linear analysis

3.2 Material

It is well established that the mechanical properties
of stainless steel are strongly influenced by the level
of cold-work. This results in significantly higher
0.2% proof strength in the corner regions compared
to the flat faces. Ashraf et al. (2005) have proposed a
formula, Eq. (1), to predict the strength of cold-
formed corner regions ¢p2c. This equation is inde-
pendent of the production route, and it can be used
both for roll-formed and press-breaked columns.
Prediction is based on 0.2 % proof strength of virgin
sheet, &9y, inner corner radius of the cross-section
ri; and cross-section thickness, ¢ see also Figure 1.

1.88167,,
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The extent of the corner properties, in addition to
the importance of the material properties in the cor-

ner regions, is essential for the FE models to predict
the critical temperature. Gardner & Nethercot (2004)
have found that extending the corner properties to 2¢
beyond the curved portions of the cross section, Fig-
ure 1, give the best agreement with test results.

2t
« Comer region

Figure 1. Corner regions

Zhao & Blanguernon (2004) have defined reduc-
tion factors for cold worked material and concluded
the following.

For temperatures below 700°C the use of the re-
duction factors of the annealed material lead to con-
servative results. For instance, at 600°C the 0.2 %
proof strength differs more than 20% for EN 1.4571
C850 compared to the annealed grade. These large
differences for cold-worked material indicate that
cold-forming affects the material properties at ele-
vated temperatures.

Ala-Outinen (1996) tested both virgin sheet and
corner material from cold rolled square hollow sec-
tions made of EN 1.4301. It was concluded that the
cold-formed material performs better at elevated
temperatures compared to annealed material, Table
4. A comparison of experimental results and results
of FE predictions with different corner properties is
presented in Table 5.

For the FE-model the reduction factors from EN
1993-1-2 (2005) were used for the material in the
flat faces and the reduction factors derived from
tests by Ala-Outinen (1996) were used for the corner
regions.

Table 4. Comparison of reduction factors.

E3 FF FEF

;l"émper ature koo pe ko2pe ko2pe
20 1.00 1.00 1.00
100 091 0.83 0.82
200 0.88 0.74 0.68
300 0.83 0.69 0.64
400 0.80 0.66 0.60
500 0.70 0.59 0.54
600 0.64 0.52 0.49
700 0.42 0.43 0.40
800 0.28 0.30 0.27
900 0.10 0.18 0.18

"Reduction factor for 0.2 % proof strength of cold-formed cor-
ner regions of EN 1.4301 according to Ala-Outinen (1996)
"Reduction factor for 0.2 % proof strength of virgin sheet of
EN 1.4301 according to Ala-Outinen (1996)

"*Reduction factor for 0.2 % proof strength of annealed mate-
rial according to EN 1993-1-2 (2005)
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Table 5. Comparison between test and FEA with different as-
sumptions for material properties in the comer regions. Analy-
sis performed on specimen No. 5.

FE-Analysis
Npg Temp. Temp.* Temp.** Temp.***
kN °C °C °C °C
200x200x5 567 685 520 625 645
2\10 strength enhancement of corner regions.

Assumed corner material properties from cold forming, re-
duction factors the same as for annealed material according to
EN1993-1-2 (2005)

Assumed corner material properties from cold forming, re-

duction factors for cold formed material according to Ala-
Outinen (1996)

Section Experiment

The temperature dependent thermal elongation
given in Annex C in EN 1993-1-2 (2005) was im-
plemented in FE model. Engineering stresses and
strains were used to calculate true stresses and loga-
rithmic strains necessary for ABAQUS input data.

3.3 Imperfections

The two types of geometrical imperfections that
have to be considered are, global imperfections and
local imperfections.

The most common way to model geometrical im-
perfections is by using a shape obtained from eigen-
value buckling analysis adjusting the amplitude of
the relevant imperfection and implementing it in
non-linear analysis. The eigenvalue analysis gives a
shape corresponding to global and local instability
mode. It is assumed that combination of eigenmodes
to model the imperfections will lead to conservative
results of non-linear analysis.

A sensitivity analysis was performed in order to
evaluate the influence of geometrical imperfections
on the maximum load. The magnitudes of both the
local and global imperfections were varied. Table 6
and 7 presents the results of the sensitivity analysis.

Table 6. Sensitivity analysis of different imperfections at ambi-
ent temperature. Analysis performed on specimen No. 1 from
Table 1.

Local imperfection

Global imperfection

L/500 L/1000  None
b/100 382kN  382kN
b/200 398 kKN 401 kN 401 kN
None 486 kKN 489kN  610kN

Table 7. Sensitivity analysis of different imperfections at
800°C. Analysis performed on specimen No. 4 from Table 2.

Local imperfection ~ Global imperfection

L/500 L/1000  None
b/100 114kN 114 kN
b/200 125kN  126kN 126 kN
None 151kKN  156kN  172kN

The level of the global imperfections on the
maximum load is negligible because of the small
differences in maximum load computed as long as
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the magnitudes of the local imperfections exist. Jo-
hansson & Veljkovic (2004) have shown that by us-
ing the lowest eigenmode and the measured magni-
tude of the local imperfections for the modelling of
carbon steel plates in fire give a good prediction of
the failure load. The small variations in failure load
with different magnitudes of imperfections seen in
Table 7 imply that this conclusion also holds for
stainless steel at the elevated temperature.

For the modelling of the tested stub columns the
measured local imperfections were used and no
global imperfections were introduced.

3.4 Residual stresses

Gardner & Nethercot (2004) concluded that residual
stresses causes a small reduction in stiffness but
have little influence on the overall behaviour or on
the ultimate load carrying capacity for stub columns.
Therefore, no residual stresses were introduced in
the modelling of the tested columns.

3.5 Validation

Results obtained from FE predictions were com-
pared to the results from the experiments, Table 8.

Table 8. Validation of the FE-model

No. specimen Experiment FEA Temprea/Tempey,
Cross-section Temp. Temp.
°C °C

1. 150x150x3 676 716 1.06

2. 150x150x3 720 758 1.05

3. 150x150x3 588 593 1.01

4. 200x200x5 609 482 0.79

5. 200x200x5 685 645 0.94

6. 200x200x5 764 732 0.96

It is concluded that the FE-model predicts the
failure temperatures with good accuracy for all tests
but specimen No. 4 and the general conclusion is
that the model is reliable for parametric study.

4 PARAMETRIC STUDY

More general behaviour of thin walled stainless steel
columns was further investigated performing a pa-
rametric study. The applied load levels, as well as,
the global and local slenderness were varied and the
results were compared to the predicted strengths ac-
cording to the EN 1993-1-2 (2005) design model.

To investigate a possible practical application of
class 4 stainless steel columns the parametric study
was extended to include the length L=3100mm for
all cross-sections and load levels.

4.1 FE-model

The validated FE-model was used for the parametric
study. However, due to the greater slendernesses
simulated than in the experiments the global imper-



fections has to be taken into account. The local im-
perfections were taken as b/200 and the global im-
perfection were taken as L/1000 in accordance with
the allowed tolerances in prEN1090-2 (2005). With
nominal material properties, including the corner
properties, and cross-sectional dimensions the fail-
ure loads from the FE-simulations at room tempera-
ture were compared to the ultimate loads calculated
in accordance with EN1993-1-4 (2006), see Table 9.

Table 9. Results from FEA at ambient temperature compared
to predicted failure loads according to EN 1993-1-4 (2006)

Table 11. Results from FEA compared to predicted failure
loads according to the design model proposed by Ng & Gard-
ner (2006) for different slenderesses. Load level 30% of ulti-
mate load at the ambient temperature.

Cross-section Failure load

Ng & Gardner (2006)/FEA

A=0.5 A=038 A=12
200x200x4 1,02 1,02 1,02
200x200x5 1,00 1,03 1,01
300x300x5 0.97 0.96 0.96

Cross-section Failure load

EN 1993/FEA

A=05 A=038 A=12
200x200x4 1.06 1.06 0.96
200x200x5 1.05 1.10 1.00
300x300x5 1.08 1.04 0.95

It can be seen that the FE-model gives good
agreement with the design method in EN1993-1-4
(2006) for class 4 sections at room temperature. Ng
& Gardner (2006) have shown that using a global
imperfection of L/2000 in FE-analysis give the best
prediction of all available test results. However, the
use of a smaller imperfection than the allowed toler-
ances in prEN 1090-2 (2005) seems unjustified for a
parametric study.

The end constraints were pinned for all columns,
both at ambient temperature and at elevated tem-
perature. It was assumed that the temperature distri-
bution was uniform across and along the column.
The failure loads from the FE-simulations at ambient
temperature were used to calculate the appropriate
loads for each load level, cross-section and slender-
ness used in the simulations at elevated tempera-
tures.

4.2 Results

The results from the parametric study were com-
pared to the design model in EN 1993-1-2 (2005),
Table 10, as well as the design model proposed by
Ng & Gardner (2006), Table 11.

Table 10. Results from FEA compared to predicted failure
loads according to EN 1993-1-2 (2005) for different slender-
nesses. Load level 30% of ultimate load at the ambient tem-
perature.

It is clear that the design model according to the
EN 1993-1-2 (2005) predicts the failure load at ele-
vated temperature with varying results depending on
the cross-section slenderness. Greater local slender-
ness leads to more conservative results. This is fully
consistent with the conclusion by Ng & Gardner
(2006) and is a result of the Eurocode method ne-
glecting the more favourable relationship between
strength and stiffness at elevated temperatures for
local buckling. When applying the Ng & Gardner
(2006) approach the results show that this model
predicts the failure load much less dependent on the
local slenderness. When comparing the results from
different load levels it is clear that it is important to
account on this influence, Table 12.

Table 12. Influence of load level on results for cross-section
300x300x5 for the Ng & Gardner (2006) approach.

Load level Failure load

Ng & Gardner (2006)/FEA

A=05 A=08 =12
30% 0.97 0.96 0.96
40% 0.93 0.91 0.91
50% 0.91 0.88 0.88

Cross-section Failure load

A higher load level gives lower critical tempera-
tures. From Table 12 it is obvious that the results ob-
tained by the Ng-Gardner (2006) design model scat-
ter more from the FE results as the load level
increases.

Furthermore, FEA of the columns with
L=3100mm were considered due to practical reasons
and results are shown in Table 13.

Table 13. Failure temperature from FEA with load level equal
to 0.3 and failure times calculated with the standard fire curve
(ISO 834)

Cross-section Failure temperature Failure time

EN 1993/FEA

A-05 A-08 A-12
200x200x4 0.76 0.74 0.73
200x200x5 0.81 0.82 0.79
300x300x5 0.71 0.69 0.67

200x200x4 810°C 28.1 min
200x200x5 790°C 27.0 min
300x300x5 816°C 30.5 min

It is clear that it is possible to use unprotected
stainless steel columns for fire resistance class R30.
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5 DEVELOPMENT OF IMPROVED DESIGN

MODEL FOR CLASS 4 CROSS-SECTIONS
The intention of the design model proposed for ele-
vated temperatures is that it is valid even for the am-
bient temperature. Therefore the buckling curve with
imperfection factor, &, and the limiting slenderness,
4,, are taken as 0.49 and 0.4 respectively as it is
given in EN 1993-1-4 (2006). The results from the
parametric study clearly indicated the importance of
taking the temperature dependent relationship be-
tween strength and stiffness into account for local
buckling as well as for global buckling.

The basic form of the buckling curve given in EN
1993-1-4 (2006), Equation 2, is used to further im-
prove the design model. Apart from the local and
global slenderness being temperature dependent as
proposed by Ng & Gardner (2006), Equation 3-4,
the limiting slenderness are suggested to depend on
the strength — stiffness ratio according to Equation 5.

1
05

Fe—— =1 (2a)
@1 [ A7)

$=05 1+a(2-3)-7] (2b)
where ¢ is a imperfection factor; A is the non-
dimensional slenderness; and 2, is the non-
dimensional slenderness where the reduction of the
strength starts due to the slenderness.

7, -t (3a)

" 28,4640k,

where b is the relevant width; ¢ is the relevant
thickness; and £ is the buckling factor.

=05

kg
k,

02pf _
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= =
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where & is the material factor; kgg is the reduction
factor for Young’s modulus; ko6 is the reduction
factor for 0.2 proof stress.
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The results for the proposed revised design model
are given in Table 13-15 and in Figure 2.

Table 13. Results from FEA compared to the proposed design
model at 30% load level.

Cross-section Failure load

Proposed/FEA

A=05 A=08 A=12
200x200x4 1.06 1.06 1.07
200x200x5 1.04 1.08 1.06
300x300x5 1.01 1.00 1.01

Table 14. Results from FEA compared to the proposed design
model at 40% load level.

Cross-section Failure load

Proposed/FEA

A=05 A=038 A=12
200x200x4 1.01 1.01 1.00
200x200x5 1.04 1.06 1.02
300x300x5 0.98 0.95 0.96

Table 15. Results from FEA compared to the proposed design
model at 50% load level.

Cross-section Failure load

Proposed/FEA

A=05 A=08 =12
200x200x4 1.00 1.00 0.94
200x200x5 1.02 1.06 1.00
300x300x5 0.97 0.94 0.93

The results give a mean value of Proposed/FEA =
1.01 with a coefficient of variation (COV) of 0.08.
When comparing to the design model in EN 1993-1-
2 (2005) that give a mean of EN 1993/FEA = 0.73
and COV=0.09. It is clear that the proposed design
model gives improved predictions of the failure
loads.
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Figure 2. Comparison of proposed design model with FE-simulations

6 CONCLUSIONS

Comparison between experiments at the elevated
temperature and results obtained from FEA indicates
that

- assumptions for influence of material proper-
ties in the corners according to Eq. (1) and
Fig.1 are realistic and necessary for a reli-
able FE parametric study;

- assumptions for the shape and level of the
local buckling, b/200, and global imperfec-
tions, L/1000, are consistent with assump-
tions according to the established routines
for non-linear analysis of columns at ambi-
ent temperature.

The analysis of 3.1 m long pinned columns in a
standard ISO834 fire shows that it is possible to use
unprotected stainless steel columns and fulfil re-
quirement for resistance, R30.

Design recommendations for class 4 cross sec-
tions made of austenitic stainless steel presented are
fully coherent with EN 1993-1-2 and EN 1993-14.
This means that:

- the proposed model takes into account better
retention of strength and stiffness of stainless
steel than carbon steel, and

- the same buckling curve used at ambient
temperatures, with & =0,49 and 4, =0,4, is
used at elevated temperatures.

Furthermore, the relationship between strength and
stiffness in case of local buckling is taken into ac-
count by Eq. 3b.

The proposed design model gives a consistent ap-
proach regarding buckling at ambient temperature.
The failure loads are predicted with a mean value of
1.01 with the coefficient of variation equal to 0.08.
This is an improvement compared to the design
model that is based on EN 1993-1-2 (2005) and EN
1993-1-1 (2005) as it is proposed by Ng & Gardner
(2006) where the mean value of the prediction ver-

sus test resistance was 0.96 and the same coefficient
of variation 0.08 was obtained.
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Analytical model for the web post buckling in cellular beams under fire

O. Vassart
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ABSTRACT: A part of an analytical model representing the web-post buckling for cellular beams in case of
fire is described. It is based on the Arcelor web post buckling model developed for cold conditions and some
experimental results for full scale composite floor cellular steel beams at ambient and elevated temperatures.
A finite element model using shell elements was developed considering both material and geometrical non-
linearity. It is calibrated on the basis of experimental results. The comparison between the finite element pre-
diction and the experimental results showed a good agreement in terms of failure modes, load deflection rela-
tionship and ultimate loads. At fire tests for cellular beams, the failure arose by web-post buckling. The tem-
perature measured during the tests showed that it can not be simply estimated by applying temperature
dependent reduction factors on stiffness, as given in codes. So the Arcelor web post buckling model was
adapted in case of fire and was justified using a parametrical study using FEM analysis.

1 INTRODUCTION

The fire resistance of cellular beams has been
very controversial in recent years, with most of the
debate being concerned with their requirements for
intumescent protection. A rather conservative pre-
scriptive “rule” (ASFP 1992), without direct me-
chanical basis, for beams with web openings, requir-
ing 20% extra coating thickness compared with
solid-web beams, has recently been much discussed
on the basis of thermal tests using beams coated with
specific intumescent products. This previously men-
tioned approach was followed by a more recent pub-
lications (Bailey 2004, SCI 2004, Newman et al.
2006) justifying the traditional prescriptive fire pro-
tection rules. They are based on some principles of
structural mechanics applied to analyse the behav-
iour of cellular beams under fire.

Some experimental and numerical aspects (Nad-
jai 2006) have the potential to provide essential data
in several areas currently lacking systematic re-
search results. It will underpin the current lead in
expertise which is held by European fire engineering
designers, and will assist European-based fabricators
who have made cellular beams the most popular
long-span system in current construction.

In this paper, a part of an analytical model repre-
senting the web post buckling for cellular beams in
case of fire is described. It is based on the Arcelor
web post buckling model developed for cold condi-
tions (Bitar et al. 2005) and some experimental re-
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sults for full scale composite floor cellular steel
beams at ambient and elevated temperatures (Nadjai
et al. 2006). To check the validity of the analytical
model, a finite element model using shell elements
was developed considering both material and geo-
metrical non-linearity.

2 FINITE ELEMENT MODEL DESCRIPTION

The finite element model was built using the soft-
ware SAFIR (Franssen et al. 2005), developed at the
University of Liege (Belgium), in order to simulate
the complete behaviour of cellular beams taking into
account local instabilities. This model was calibrated
on the basis of a large number of different cold tests
performed over the past few years (Bitar et al. 2005,
ECSC 2004). This model was then used to simulate
the behaviour of cellular beams in case of fire.

Figure 1. FEM model for a tested cellular beam (initial and de-
formed shapes) under fire.



The same model is used to simulate the cold tests
and the tests at elevated temperature. An example of
comparison between FEM Model and test at ambient
temperature for the evolution of the applied load in
versus the deflection at the mid-span is showed in
Figure 2. The results show that the FEM model is
well representing the experimental results.
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Figure 2. Comparison between FEM and Test results at ambi-
ent temperature

The FEM model was calibrated on the basis of
two tests in fire of different geometrical configura-
tions (Nadjai et al. 2006). The different temperatures
measured during the two tests at elevated tempera-
ture were directly introduced in the FEM model to
simulate the behaviour of the cellular beams in high
temperature conditions. As the evolution of the tem-
perature along the beam is not constant for a given
section, an average value was taken for each geo-
metrical property. Different time-temperature curves
were introduced for the bottom flange, web, upper
flange and concrete slab (for composite beams).
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Figure 3. Comparison between FEM and Test results in fire
conditions

These results (Nadjai et al. 2006) were conclud-
ing that the numerical model simulates well the me-
chanical behaviour of composite cellular beam sec-
tions in both cold and at elevated temperature
conditions with a relatively high accuracy. An ex-
ample of the numerical model results showing the
instability of the web-post and the lateral displace-

ment of the beam is given in Figure 1. It shows that
the model is well representing the common failure
mode for steel cellular beams under high tempera-
ture, observed during tests, which is the web-post
buckling.

The FEM model is well representing the evolu-
tion of the mid-span deflection under fire for a com-
posite beam (Fig. 3) at least for the first part (till 60
minutes). At the end of the curve, a small difference
is observed between the model and the test.

3 WEB POST BUCKLING ANALYTICAL
MODEL

The analytical method for the web post buckling
in cold condition has been developed by CTICM on
behalf of Arcelor, as part of the ACB design optimi-
sation study. It is described in many references (Bi-
tar et al. 2005, Martin 2003, Galéa et al. 2003, Bitar
et al. 20006).

This method was adapted for the cellular beam
calculation in fire conditions. It concerns, for the
moment, the steel cellular beams but the same basis
has to be used to extend the analytical model to con-
sider the composite beams. The method developed is
presented hereafter.

The criterion for resistance to buckling of an in-
termediate web-post at elevated temperature is given
by Equation 1. It is based on the calculation of
Twfird, the principal stress resistance in fire situation
for the half post being studied and mrys g4, the princi-
pal compressive stress in fire situation in the half
post being studied (Twfigdup for the upper half post
and TwfiEdlow for the lower half post).

These stresses are calculated for the critical sec-
tion of the member being verified, adjacent to the
opening where compression is at a maximum (Fig.
4).

I = | & fiEd | )
KOy fird

Where & = the factor for post critical reserve of

strength, taking into account failure by a mechanism

that occurs after the appearance of local buckling of

the web post (Equation 21).

Throughout the following parts of this paper, the
parameter i defines the width of the critical section
in the web-post. It can be written as presented in
Equation 2.

t=1+w/ag ()

The critical section of a half post is the section
where the horizontal shear Vyfrq gives the maxi-
mum bending stress in the plane of the web. This
section is defined in terms of its distance dy, from the
joint between the two half posts, given by the Equa-
tion 3 based on geometrical considerations.
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Figure 4. Definition of critical section used for the stability of
an intermediate web-post.
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The width £, of the critical section is obtained by
considering the following relationship (Equation 4).
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The principal compressive stress in case of fire at
the critical section due to local bending moment
(Fig. 5) is given by Equation 5.
_6 Mc.ﬁ.Ed

21, 1-4(d,/a, V)

o

Cw.fiBd = )

where

M. figd =Bending moment in the critical section
in fire situation.

Upper member: M iEd.up = Vhfieddw - MhfiEd

Lower member:Mc fitdlow = Vh.fiEd dw T Mh.ia(6)

Non a1y

Vinfiupict)

Vinsiowti+n)

msilowi) Nunfiow(i+1)

Figure 5. Forces acting on typical T sections.
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The shear area of a T is given by the following
relationship (Fig. 6):

a, 1 44—
Av.o={,,,—?°—'—2f}w+rctf+ . -7

Figure 6. Shear area of a T at the location of an opening.

The forces in the web post are given by the fol-
lowing relationships:

Vimsi = Nmfiupir) — Nm.fiupG)

= Nm.filow(i+1) — Nm.filow(i)

Mim.fi = (Vmfitlowi+1) T Vimfilow() €/ 2 — Vimfi diow

where

diow = Distance between the centre of gravity of
the lower T (at the opening centre line)
and the line of the joint between the half
posts (Fig. 3).

The principal stress resistance is calculated using
Equation 7 based on Eurocode 3 approach (CEN
2004).

% S Kygf
Owfird = 20 Y (7)

Y

where

%5 =Reduction factor for out-of-plane buckling of
the web-post adapted for fire situation fol-
lowing the Eurocode 3 (CEN 2004), and cal-
culated using the formulae presented hereaf-

ter.
|
h= J— and %5 = 1,0 (8)
-I.T:'g + (4;'52 — /15)0
B,=0,5[1+ chs + ho] 9)
= 0,65 |22 (10)
£

y
& : Shape factor for the critical section, given by
2.107
R (1)

-«



The reduced slenderness Ae of the web-post be-
ing considered in case of fire is given by Equation
12.

_ — 1k of k

m - - Gl

e = h y.8 yw v
k EfH w.fi.Cr k Ef

where

kye and kgg are the reduction factors for steel
strength limit and young modulus respectively, at
elevated temperature.

(12)

The critical principal stress for instability oy f.cr
in fire condition is given by Equations 13.

Upper half post: Ow.fi.Crup = “erup Ow.fiup
Lower half post: &y fi.criow = Gerlow Tw.filow (13)
where

Tw.fiups Twfilow = Principal stresses in fire situa-
tion in the upper and lower half posts respectively,
due to the shear force Vum. alone and calculated us-
ing the formula given by Equation 5.

Xy fiup, Olcrfilow = Critical coefficients for the up-
per and lower half posts respectively, taking into ac-
count interaction between the two members and
given by Equations 14.

",
ﬁ . 2 'SCr.ﬁ.up ﬁCr.ﬁ.low

Cr.fiup »
n ﬁCr,ﬁ.up + ﬁCr.ﬁ.low ’

Uerfiup = Max

s ",
. 2 ﬁCr.ﬁ.up ﬁCr.ﬁ.low
-SCr.ﬁ.low i

ACrfilow — Max

(14)

ﬁCr.ﬁ.up + ﬁCr.ﬁ.low !

\

Where

Perfiups fcrfilow = Critical coefficients for the up-
per and lower half posts respectively, taking into ac-
count only compression in the member and shear in
the web post, given by Equations 15.

It is important to note that these coefficients are
calculated assuming that the lower member is in ten-
sion and the upper member is in compression.

1

BCr.ﬁ.up =

Vh.ﬁ.Sd + Nm.ﬁ.up

Vh.Cr.ﬁ.up Nm.Cr.ﬁ.up
B 1
BCr.ﬁ.low - 74 (1 5)
hfiSd l m. fi.low
I/h.Cr._/"l'.low 2 Nm.Cr.ﬁ.Iow
Where

Vh.crfi.wps Vhcrfilow = Critical shear forces in fire
condition for out-of-plane buckling of the upper and
lower half posts respectively (definition given by
Equations 18).

Nm.crfiups Nmcrfilow = Critical axial forces in fire
condition for local buckling of the web of the upper

and lower members respectively (definition given by
Equations 19).

Nm.fiup, Nm.filow = Axial forces in fire condition in
the webs of the upper and lower members respec-
tively, given by Equations 16.

_ Pwap . !
Nm.ﬁ.up - min [._]Vm.ﬁ.up(i) 5 Nm.ﬁ.up(i+1) ]
0.up
_ Ay L . ;
Nimfitow = —= minlN,, ;0005 Now iowiisn 1(16)
0.low
Where

Ag.up, Ag.low = Areas of the upper and lower T sec-
tions respectively, at the location of the openings.

Ay.up, Awlow = Areas of the webs of the upper and
lower T sections respectively, at the location of the
openings, given by Equations 17.

Aw.up = AO.up - bup teup
(17)
The critical forces, Vicr.fi for shear in the web

post and Ny, crsi for compression in a member, are
given by Equations 18 and 19.

Aylow = Aolow — blow ttlow

Vhersi = Pe (Co+ Ci ty)
Nm.cefi = Pg (Do + Dy ty)

(18)
19)
where

Pg= Reference Euler buckling load, given by
Equation 20.

7t E
Pp="—F"wt (20)
a

Expressions for the coefficients Cy, Ci, Dy and
D,, are based on experimental and numerical cali-
bration (Martin 2003).

The factor for post critical reserve of strength 1z is
given by Equation 21.

w=1+0,625(p-0,3) (21)
Where
\p =Non-dimensional factor given by the follow-
ing formulae.

Upper T: ) = Mpirdup / € Vup
Lower Ty = Mpl.Rd.low /€ Viow

Where

MpiRdup, MplRdlow = Plastic moment resistances
of the upper and lower T respectively, at the location
of an opening.

Viiups Viilow = Shear forces in the upper and lower
members respectively. The lower value for y ob-
tained from the right part and the left part of the
web-post is to be used.
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4 PARAMETRICAL STUDY USING FEM
MODEL

A parametrical study was carried out in order to
compare the critical temperature given by the cali-
brated FEM Model (SAFIR) and the simplified ana-
lytical model. The Figure 7 shows the difference be-
tween the critical temperatures of the web post given
by SAFIR and the analytical simplified model. All
the results are on the safe side and the maximum
value of the difference is less than 5%.
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Figure 7. Difference of the critical temperature between the
FEM and the analytical model.

Analysing this graph, it can be seen that the sim-
plified calculation model is always on the safe side
and that the difference between the FEM model
SAFIR and the simplified method is rather low.

This parametrical study was made varying the
following parameters:

- steel profile geometry

- geometry of the web-post
- steel strength limit

- loading intensity

The Figure 8 shows the out-of-plane displace-
ment of a web-post versus the time of heating for a
steel cellular beam heated using the ISO-curve. This
type of curve is used to define the beam failure
(critical temperature) considering the instability rep-
resented by a large lateral displacement.

Time - Displacements Plot

Failurg of the
beam :[744sec
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|
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|

= Node 337
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Figure 8. Evolution of the lateral displacement in a critical
point versus time of exposure to fire
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In fact, the web-post buckling is a kind of insta-
bility. Thus this instability is observed on the curve
of the lateral displacement evolution versus time of
heating in some critical points. When this displace-
ment becomes high, we consider that the beam
reached its critical temperature (Fig. 8).

5 CONCLUSION

The aim of the analytical model presented in the
paper is to calculate the web-post buckling resis-
tance for cellular beams in case of fire. The study
suggests the following:

- The experimental results compared with the
results from the Finite Element Modeling,
showed a good agreement, giving confidence
that the FEM modeling can be used for further
parametric studies.

- The numerical model is able to simulate the
mechanical behaviour of composite cellular
beam sections in both cold and elevated tem-
perature conditions with a relatively high ac-
curacy.

- The simplified model developed for the
evaluation of the critical temperature of the
web-post gives accurate and safe sided results
compared to the experimental tests and FEM
model for cellular steel beams.

Further improvement must be done in order to
take into account the composite cellular beams in the
analytical simplified model. The limits of applica-
tion must also be defined considering a wide range
of steel profiles.
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Temperature of the header plate connection subject to a natural fire

F. Wald, J. Chlouba & P. Kallerova
Czech Technical University in Prague, Czech Republic

ABSTRACT: To study global structural and thermal behaviour, a research project was conducted on the three
storey steel frame building at the Mittal Steel Ostrava before demolition. The main goal of the experiment in
Mittal Steel Ostrava was to verify the prediction method of the joint temperature and its improvement during
the cooling phase. The fire compartment of floor area of 24 m’ was build at second floor with. This paper
summarises the experimental programme and presents the time-temperature curves development in the fire
compartment and in the primary and secondary beams and its header plate connection. Comparisons are also
made between the test results and the temperatures predicted into connections by the structural Eurocodes.

1 INTRODUCTION

The tests of separate structural elements, e.g. beams,
columns and joints in furnaces helped to prepare the
prediction design models of elements, see (Bu-
chanan, 2003). The behaviour of the whole structure
under a natural fire may be evaluated during the
natural fire only. The knowledge related to the struc-
tural integrity depends on element stiffness, resis-
tance and deformation capacity of elements and
connections. The main aim of the fire test in Mittal
Steel Ostrava was to learn more about the connec-
tion temperatures and the internal forces into struc-
ture. The behaviour of restrained beams during
compartment fire at elevated temperatures, the heat-
ing of external element as well as column during lo-
cal fire and the temperature of sandwich panels, light
timber based panels and timber concrete element
was studied under the heating by natural fire as well.

Simplified design of structure in fire is based on
the design of structure at ambient temperature. The
advanced design takes into account the structure
loaded by a temperature fire curve and the joints are
exposed to forces caused by the elongation during
the warming and by the contraction during the cool-
ing phase as well. In this field is the knowledge lim-
ited to a few experiments on real structures, e.g.
Cardington experiment (Moore & Lennon, 1997).
During the fire situation, the temperature develop-
ment in the joint is different from the temperature
development in the adjacent members. The tempera-
ture in the joint increases slower than the tempera-
ture in the attached members and during the cooling
phase is the temperature higher than in the adjacent
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members. The highest temperature reached in the
joint is lower than the highest temperature of the
gas. This is caused by the mass concentration in the
joint, see (Wald et al., 2006).

The standard for fire safety of steel structures EN
1993-1-2:2005 for joints recommends usage of the
same fire protection for joints as for the adjacent
structure. Alternatively it provides the prediction of
the temperature distribution within the connection,
the reduction of the material properties of connectors
by elevated temperature, and the analysis of the
structure using the component method (Spyrou et al.,
2002).

Into the connection behaviour prediction and the
structural integrity under fire conditions are at Czech
Technical University focussed activity under the re-
search centre CIDEAS and project of Czech Grant
Agency GACR 103/07/1142.

2 NATURAL FIRE TEST

2.1 Fire compartment

A local fire test was performed on June 15, 2006 and
a compartment fire test on June 16 on structure of
Ammoniac Separator II in company Mittal Steel Os-
trava, see (Kallerova & Wald, 2006). The structure
was composed of tree storey steel structure with the
composite slabs, steel beams of hot rolled sections
IPN160, IPN180 and IPN300, the beam-to-beam and
beam-to-column header plate connections, and the
diagonal wind bracings. Internal size of fire com-
partment was designed 3,80 x 5,95 m with height of
2,78 m. The structure of enclosure was made from



the light silicate and ceramic bricks. Opening of
2400 x 1400 mm ventilated the room during the fire.
The doors of fire compartment 1400 x 1970 mm and
columns were equipped by the fire isolation by
boards. The mechanical load on the floor above the
fire compartment was composed of the dead and life
load. The life load was simulated by about 1 m of
water, which was placed into 26 steel barrels and 50
plastic boxes equally distributed on the floor. One
box was stored on each barrel and the rest of boxes
placed at the ends of floor. The barrels and boxes
were thermo isolated from the floor by 50 mm of
a miner wall and were placed on the timber pallets.

2.3 Measurements

The gas temperature in the fire compartment was
measured by four thermocouples 300 mm below
ceiling, marked at Figure 3 as TGi. Two thermocou-
ples were placed in front of the fire compartment
0,5 m and 1 m from front wall. On steel were located
sixth thermocouples, and on joints next seven, in
Figure 4 marked as TCi. The position of thermocou-
ples on the lover flange of beams at their mid span is
documented on Figure 3. Two thermo imagine cam-
eras and seven video cameras scanned the experi-
ment. Two video cameras were installed behind
thermo resistant glass in the additionally prepared
windows into the compartment internal wall.

D L D

350 . 1000

350 1000, 550, 1000

350 1000 350

1 3300 2 3000 3
D H PNI80 I D
1350
H— S
C IPN160 IPN180 C
1350 IPN300
(Ot
B TPN160 IPN180 B
1320 /
H—
| — H
A = > — A
Plan 1 | 2 3
o | B =
+ 8,920 270 s = w
T T T
IPN160
IPN1
IPN300 60 IPN300 IPN30
+7,520
> 2780
+ 6,450
Section

Figure 1. Geometry of the fire compartment.

2.2 Fire load

Fire load was represented by the unwrought timber
bars 50 x 50 mm of length 1 m from softwood with
moisture till 13% For the compartment fire were the
bars placed into eight piles, see Figure 2. A pile con-
sists of 13 rows with ten bars each plus two bars on
the top, which means 132 bars per pile. The simulta-
neous ignition of piles was reached by its connection
by the steel thin walled channels filled by a mineral
wall and penetrated by paraffin. The channels lo-
cated onto second layer of bars connected by four
piles together.
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Figure 2. Distribution of the timber bars in the plan of the fire

compartment.

2.4 Gas and beam temperatures

The comparison of the development of the gas tem-
peratures show, see Figure 4, that at the beginning of
the fire, till 30 min about, was warmer the gas in the
front part of the compartment of about 200 °C, TG3
and TG4. During the full developed fire, after
30 min, were the highest temperatures recorded in
the back of the fire compartment, max 1050 °C, TG1
and TG2. In the front part was measured only
920 °C. The Figure 5 shows that the beam lower
flange temperatures correspond to the beam posi-
tions in the fire compartment. The front beam,
TC16, reached maximum temperature of its lower
flange of 775 °C compare to the secondary beam in
the back of the fire compartment with the measured
maximal 970 °C, TC2. The temperature of the
beams is at Figure 5 compared to the average tem-
perature of the gas (TG1 + TG2 + TG3 + TG4) / 4.
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Figure 3. The position of the thermocouples for recording of
gas and beams temperatures.
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Figure 4. Position of the thermocouples on the header plate
connection.

3 CONNECTION TEMPERATURES

3.1 Measured temperatures

Figure 6 shows the gas, beam in the mid span and
connection temperatures measured during the ex-
periment. On Figure 7 are demonstrated the tem-
perature differences inside the connection.
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Figure 4. Measured gas temperatures.
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Figure 5. Measured temperatures on the top of the beam lower
flanges at mid span.
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Figure 6. Comparison of the measured temperatures on the
header plate connection to the gas and beam mid span connec-
tion.
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Figure 7. Measured temperatures over the height of beam-to-
column header plate connection.

3.2 Temperature prediction

For the temperature development in the connection,
there are predicted two analytical methods, see
(EN 1993-1-2. 2005). In the step by step method is
the temperature calculated as element, where the
heat is brought in/brought out by the member sur-
face and the member volume is heated/cooled.
Geometrical characteristic of the section is the sec-
tion factor An/V of the steel parts of which the joint
is composed. The section factor indicates the rela-
tion between the surface area of the connection A4,
per unit of length exposed to the fire and the volume
of the connection V per unit length which is being
heated. The temperature of the unprotected inner
steel structure is given by

A,V

NG =k, /
Ca Pa

a,t

At (1)

net

where A4,/V is the section factor in m™, ¢, the spe-
cific heat depending on the temperature in J kg'lK'],
fAa the volume weight of steel in kg m>, #_, the de-
sign value of the net heat flux per unit area in W m~,
At the time increment in s, and kg, the correction fac-
tor for the shadow effect which is used by the heat-
ing using the nominal fire curve. The temperature of
a joint may be assessed using the local section factor
An/V, the value of the parts forming the joint. As
simplification, it is possible to consider uniform
temperature distribution within the section and to
take into account the biggest 4,/V value of the steel
parts connected into the joint.

The temperature of either beam-to-beam or beam-
to-column connection covered with a concrete slab
can be determined from the temperature of the beam
flange in the middle of the span. It is assumed, that
the temperature of the particular parts of the connec-
tion depends directly only on the distance from the
lower edge of the connected beam and indirectly on

the prediction of the temperature of the lower flange
calculated usually by the step by step procedure. If
the height of the beam is smaller or equal to 400 mm
(hx = 400 mm), the temperature is given by

6, =0888,[1-031n, /h]| (2)

where 1%, is the temperature in the height 4 of the
beam, &) is the lower flange temperature in the mid
span and /4 is the overall beam height.

3.3 Beam-to-column connection

Figure 8 shoes the comparison of the predicted gas
temperature in the fire compartment by parametric
fire curve according to EN 1993-1-2.2005 Annex A,
see (Kallerova & Wald, 2006) and of the predicted
primary beam temperature to the measured values.
The temperature of the beam-to-column connection
was calculated from the measured temperature of the
beam’s lower flange in the mid span, see Figure 9
according to eq. (2). The highest temperature is con-
servative but in the cooling phase is the predicted
temperature lower than the actually measured. By
applying the section factor may be taken into ac-
count the highest value of section factors of the con-
nected members, eg. An/V =138 m’, the results are
conservative for the maximum temperature. If the
section factor of the head plate is considered, e.g.
An/V=105 m" only, the results are less conserva-
tive. The difference between these two considera-
tions is 20°C. On Figure 10 there is a comparison of
the predicted and the measured temperatures calcu-
lated from the temperatures predicted by the para-
metric fire curve.
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Figure 8. Comparison of the predicted temperature by the pa-
rametric fire curve according to EN 1993-1-2.2005 Annex A,
see (Kallerova & Wald, 2006) to the measured average gas
temperature and primary beam temperature.
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Figure 9. Comparison of the predicted temperatures from gas
temperature to measured temperatures at the beam to column

connection.
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Figure 10. Comparison of the predicted temperature by the pa-
rametric fire curve to the measured temperatures at the beam to
column connection.

3.4 Beam-to-beam connection

Figure 11 shows the comparison of the prediction of
the temperature in the beam-to-beam connection,
which was calculated by section factor of the con-
nected beam from the measured gas temperature.
The prediction is rather conservative during the heat-
ing phase and in the maximal temperature. The pre-
diction based on the measured temperature of the
beam’s lower flange in the mid span gives lower
temperature compare to the measured one. The re-
duction 1,0 instead of 0,88 in eq. (2)

#, =108 [1-03(h, /h) 3)

gives closer prediction of the maximal temperature.
The comparison of the predicted and the measured
temperatures calculated from the temperatures pre-
dicted by the parametric fire curve is shown at Fig-
ure 12. The application of the reduction factor 1,0 is
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in this case conservative, and factor 0,98 gives the
closer solution.
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Figure 11. Comparison of the predicted temperatures from gas
temperature to measured one at the beam-to-beam connection.
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Figure 12. Comparison of the pre