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Snímek 1

k1 Fire safety - very wide issue so it wil be only tough in the presentation - inspiration for a disscussion
kbiskup; 1.7.2010
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Fire statistics ‐ profile

desireable data  

helpful tool (e.g. solving problems)  

allows to identify & declare trends

useful tool (e.g. lobbing) 

danger tool (e.g. manipulations) 

essential item for fire risk assesment

fire statistics = statistics of fire safety/protection
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occurrence at
different objects

(2) causes of fires

(1) fire risk assessment
(2) risk based approach 
(3) performance based 
design 

What?
kind of data

What for?
can be used

Who?
are interested

(1) fire brigades
(2) construct. engineers
(3) insurance companies
(4) scientists
(5) public administration

(1) application 
frequency of certain 
kinds of equipment

(2) type & quantity of 
fire extinguishing agents

(1) work load of fire 
units and their numbers

(2) working time

(1) market demand
(2) purchase  plans
(3) evaluation of 
effectiveness

(1) costs ‐ effectiveness  
of fire protection 
(2) distribution of fire 
stations 

(1) fire brigades
(2) governmets
(3) scientists

(1) manufacturers of 
fire equipement
(2) fire brigades
(3) scientists 
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Where fire statistics can be found?

Fire & Rescue
Services

Fire protection
associations

National statistical
offices

 range depends on organisational model of F&RS

 often available on‐line on webpages

 practically always available where professional Fire & 
Rescue Service operate (e.g. big cities)

 e.g. Irish Chief Fire Officers Association, German Fire 
Protection Association, list of fire protection associations 
on: http://www.f‐e‐u.org/associations.php

 specially important where other than state model of F&RS
operates

 often available on‐line on webpages

in home countries (national level)

 only basic data

 list of national statistical offices available on Eurostat 
webpage: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/links
/national_statistical_offices



Where fire statistics can be found? (1)

 established in 1981 

 affiliated to Geneva Association (international  
insurance think tank for strategically important 
insurance and risk management issues)

 publishing annual Information Bulletins 
analyses only „costs of fire”, i.e. public losses as 
a result of fire and fire fighting expenditure

 available on webpages: www.wfsc.info,  
www.genevaassociation.org

 subscription of Bulletins possible 

on international level



Where fire statistics can be found? (2)

 established in 1995

 publishing annual World Fire Statistics Reports 
‐ studies fire situation in the countries and large cities 
and different aspects of fire services activities in the world

 presents  fire situation in: over 50 states of the earth, in 
which live 2/3 of the world population, as well as 
in 30  largest cities of our planet

 available on a CTIF webpage: www.ctif.org

on international level

Centre of Fire Statistics (CFS) 
of the International Association 
of Fire and Rescue Services (CTIF)
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 different definitions of fire related 
terms, e.g.: „fire”, „fire death”, „size of 
fire”, „fire loss”, „fire costs” etc. 

Comparability

Reliability/credibility

 Do all national fire statistics reports  
present real value?

 Who and how prepare national
fire statistics data?

 Have you asked precise question/request?
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Conclusions

Fire statistics is available, but you need to know, which door to knock 

Be sure you compare „apple with apple”, not „apple with plum”  

Big quanƟty of data ≠ good quality

Fire statistics can be very useful but also very dangerous tool 

Consider differences when benchmarking within and between countries 

Use a rule of limited trust, having in mind following popular statement: 
„There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies, and statistics!!!” 

To provide reliable/credible statistical analyse it is necessary to put a lot of effort



Thank you !


